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INTKODnCTION. 



If the time lias not yet como for the grave and impartial siiin- 
ming up by the historian, of that interesting event — the Mexican 
war — it is believed that a sufficiently remote period has arrived 
for the publication of those Notes and Memoirs which have been 
prepared, and are designed, not so much to gratify any existing 
popular interest, as to " serve the cause of History." The writer 
of the following pages is aware that his subject lacks the charm of 
novelty. A strong and experienced corps of intelligent officers and 
literary camp-followers, armed cap~a~pie for the campaign, have 
taken the field before him. Still, as the same landscape or picture, 
when observed from diSbient points of view, will not unseldora 
present new and attractive features ; tlie reader may perhaps dis- 
cover in these Sketches, some lights and shadows to which his 
attention has not heretofore been directed. The history of the First 
Kegiment of Ohio volunteers (incorporated with the narrative) 
may be interesting to many of his fellow-citizens ; and his account 
of some of the leading events of the war, he trusts, will not be 
altogether valueless. 

An uatrained volunteer in authorship as in arms, the writer— 
though not indifferent to, nor ungrateful for the approbation of 
others, — has been more intent upon the performance of his duty, 
than solicitous for the favorable opinion of his readers. Prompted 
by a just State pride, and the desire to discharge a merited tribute to 
the constancy and courage of the gallant men to whom the volume is 
inscribed, he has endeavored to recite plainly and briefly those iater- 
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esting events in whicli the troops of Ohio participatad, together with 
such incidents of Taylor's campaign as seemed necessary to afford 
the general reader a clear, connected, and comprehensive vieiv of 
the war in Korthern Mexico. He has quoted only such Orders, 
Dispatches and official documents as were required to elucidate the 
narrative ; the interest of which he has sought to enhance by occa- 
sional extracts from the only history of the war as yet published 
by Mexicans. To his surviving fellow-soldiers, who are all doubt- 
less content (for the tine soldier is never covetous of praise,) with 
the meager account of their services moldering in the archives of 
the War -Department, these chapters may serve to recall many 
scenes which time, perhaps, has already partially effaced from the 
tablet of memory. An eye-witness of what he describes, the 
writer confidently claims for it the belief of the reader ; for 
though his little book be but a trifling contribution to the history of 
the war, it is one oi fads, — collected from notes taken almost daily 
during the campaign. 

It has been no part of his purpose to discuss in these pages the 
question of "the origin of the war." Concerning that, our poli- 
ticians have scarcely yet ceased to pass resolutions and mate 
speeches. The mists of passion and prejudice still hang like the 
smoke wreaths of battle over the unfortunate controrersy. Time 
will soon dissipate them, and the impartial pen' of some future 
histoiian will treat the subject in a manner which its magnitude 
and interest and justice to both nations require. 

However the final decision of the grave question of its canses 
may affect the character of our government, all will agree that its 
prosecution and results redound greatly to the credit and permanent 
benefit of the United States. For, to judge it fairly,- — as a military 
transaction, — the numbers and positions of the forces actually 
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INTHODDCTION, YIl 

d tl !i id t be regarded, rather than the power and 

f th b 11 t countries. 

A m 11 w w compelled to lament among its conse- 

q th d I t f many hearts and homes ; but it Las also 

f d d tb bl t knowledge and of civil and religious 

1 b ty t th d 1 1 s brought to us States, rivers and har- 

b tl p f wh cb was alone necessary for our political 

d mm 1 p m ence among the nations of the earth. 

M tb tl — t b solved the problem of this country's 

t th dp d t European Powers, what they had pre- 

ly 1 d th t th luuteer annies of the United States were 

p t t t y tended and offensive operations and to 

d t g t t successful issue. These are among its 

ft d t b 1 1 that, — beside the immei 

t t dm rce, — the military reputation i 

f m t 11 te d d Providence, to .aid enlightened statesmen 

t g t bl d bed hereafter, 

tl bj t t w 11 be sufficient to quote, in conclusion, a few 

1 f m tb dm bl lispatcb of our late distinguished Secre- 

t y f St t (M E tt) to the British and French governments 

th bj t f tt p p sed tripartite treaty for the protection of 

C b I 11 d t th great march of events on this continent, 

h tl p L f th pi ndid results of the Mexican war : — 

W tl t d t ^ t the difference of opinion 'which arose in 

f t ti w — must always happen in free countries in 

f ee t g t m es, — no person, surveying these events 

w tb lb y f mprebensive statesman, can faU to trace 

th m It th doubted operation of the law of our poli- 

t 1 t Tl equences are before tlie world. Vast 

p } h 1 d 1 guished for three centuries under the 



leaden sway of a stationiry system aie coming under tl e influence^ 
of an active civilization Fieedom of speech T.nd tl peas tlie 
trial by jury rel gious equality and repiesentative ^oiemment 
Iiave been earned by the Con'titutton ot tl l United States mt) 
extensive regions m which they weie unknown bifoie By the 
settlement of C\l fornii (he gieit ciri-uit of intell gence loimd the 
globe is completed Eiery addit on to the temtoiy of tlie Ameii 
can Union has given homes to Europeaji destitution and gardens to 
European want. From every part of the United Kingdom, from 
France, from Switzerland and Germany, and from the extremest 
north of Europe, a march of immigration has been taken up, such 
as the world has never seen before. Into the United Sta(«s, grown 
to their present extent ia the manner described, but little less than 
hiilf a million of the population of the Old World is annually pour- 
iag ; to be immediately incorporated into an industrious and pros- 
perous community, in the bosom of which they find political and 
religious liberty, social position, employment and bread." 
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SKETCHES 

CAIPAIGN IN lOETHEEN lEIICO. 

CHAPTEE 1. 



The Annexatioii of Texas — Our Army encamps opposite Malamoros— The Mexi- 
can Troops crass the Eio Grande and commBnoe hostilities— General Taylor 
calls ibr reinfbi'cenients— The Wet i-ecognized by the CoEgress and people of the 
United States — Reqoisition upon Ohio for three Regiments of VolunteBre— They 
are immediately raised and rendezvous at Camp Washington — Organization of 
the Ohio Brigade— EmbarkBfeni of the Krst Regiment— The Fourth of July- 
General Hamer'a speech. 

At the commencement of President Polk's Administration, 
our couuti'j was involved in two very seriona disputes with 
foreign powera : one with England, the other with Mexico ; 
the Bubjeet of the former, the boundary of Oregon ; of the 
latter, thatof Texas. Although " Fitty-foiir Porty or Fight " 
had been the shihholeth of the government party in the na- 
tional election juat passed, the Cabinet at Washington did 
not seem to think it altogether poUtic to prosecute both of 
these quarrels with arms. Tlie Oregon question was, there- 
fore, unraveled by negotiation ; that of Texas, cut with the 
sword. Whether the latter could also have been peaceably 
adjusted, is one of the questions connected with the origin of 



the war which it is not my purpose to discuss. JVon, nostruni, 
ia/rdm oompon&re lites. 

Pending the settlement of the interesting ante-uaptial con- 
tracts between "Uncle Sam" (who, besides heing a sad old 
Mormon in his polygamous tendenci^, has a decided pen- 
chant for tlie dark-eyed daughters of the South) and Texas, 
and which resulted in their union ; the troops of the former 
were sent to occupy a convenient position in the territory of 
the latter, with a view of meeting promptly any presumptu- 
ous Mexican knights who might approach to forbid the bans. 
The command of this " Army of Occupation" was entrusted 
to General Z. Taylor, whose prudence and firmness eminently 
qualified him for a task of such importance and delicacy. 
From August, 1845, to March, 1846, he remained encamped 
at Corpus Christl, a healthful and convenient location on the 
coast of Texas. Many years had elapsed since so large a 
portion of our aimy had been concentrated in the field, and 
the general commanding availed himself of the opportunity 
to establish a system of instruction and discipline, which con- 
tributed greatly to its subsequent success. 

Meanwhile the annexation of Texas — the casus helli — was 
The " lone stac " was added to our glorious 
1 the President announced the event as a bloodless 
achievement. 

But he, and all of us, learned ere long that 

" Those who in quarrels iiiwrposs, 
Must often wipa a bloody nose." 

Our government, believing that the limits of the new state 
extended to the Rio Bravo del Norte, instructed General Tay- 
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lor to break up his eamp at Corpus Christi, and march to the 
left bank of that river. If, as many have supposed, the de- 
sign of this movement was simply to CLuicken the tardy pace 
of Mexican diplomacy, an unfortunate mistake was evidently 
committed in estimating the means necessary to aecomplisi 
that object. The little army of three thousand men, whicl 
General Taylor displayed upon the frontier, rather invitet 
than averted the threatened war. In the presence of a large; 
force, it is by no means certain that Paredes, the Dictator o: 
" the magnanimous Mexican nation," would have ventured 
to authorize those bold and offensive operations which led so 
suddenly to the first shock of arms. 

On the 11th of March, General Taylor marched from Oor 
pns Ohristi. In the latter part of the same month, afte;. 
establishing a depot at Point Isabel, he encamped opposite 
Matamoros ; the gaxrison of which £own was soon afterwards 
reinforced by a strong division of troops from the interior, 
under General Arista. From.that camp, which the Americans 
hastened to fortify, " the flag of the stars " w^ nnfarled ; and 
the Mexican authorities were informed that the United States 
claimed all the territory north of the Kio Grande. There, 
and then, too, was begunthatmilitaiy correspondence in which 
the American general proved himself an accomplished master, 
and by which, no less than by his valor and humanity, he 
won the admiration of his countrymen. 

In the following month (April, 1846) were shed the first 
red drops of the long impending storm, which, it was even 
then hoped, would pass away like an April cloud. The Mex- 
ican cavalry, liaving crossed the river, succeeded in killing 
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and capturing some officers and small detachments of onr 
army. Encouraged by the good fortane attending these skir- 
mishes, and the comparatively small nnmber of the opposing 
camp, Genei-al Arista, on the 1st of May, passed his army to 
the Texan hank of the Eio Grande, and displayed there, for 
the last time, the banner of his arrogant and vain-glorious 
conntiy. Learning the hostile attitude of the Mexican gen- 
eral, the American commander immediately caUed upon the 
States of Louisiana and Texas for troops. In the meantime, 
he determined to keep open the communication between hie 
iep6t at Point Isabel and his camp opposite Matamoros, both 
->t which were now seriously menaced, — Arista having taken 
%n intermediate position, at Palo Alto, with the design o-f 
broing a battle. U^otwithstanding the disparity of numbers, 
Taylor did not decline the combat ; but in a characteristic 
lespatch from Point Isabel, May 7th, he informed his govern- 
nent that he should march that day for Matamoros, and adds, 
' if the enemy oppose my march, in whatever force, I shall 
Ight him." 

The Federal government, meanwhile, informed of the crit- 
ical position of its army, was seized with apprehension for 
; ts safety and success ; and, on the 11th of May, the President 
ient a message to Congress communicating the startling in- 
telligence that war existed with Mexico, and this almost be- 
fore the announcement that annexation was a " bloodless 
achievement " had ceased to echo through the halls of the 
Oapitol. On the following day, a bill was paesed, by large 
majorities in both branches of the National Legislature, rec- 
')gnizing the wai' ; appropriating ten millions of dollars, and 
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autliori^iing the Pi-eaident to accept the services of fifty thous- 
and Toluntocrs for ite proaecution. It is, perhaps, to be ro- 
gi'etted that there was not perfect unanimity in favor of that 
important measure ; and, indeed, for an earnest and energetic 
pursuit of the war throughout, — all opposition to which should 
then have been silenced by humanity, if not by policy and pa- 
trjotiem. To abandon or denounce the government in such 
an alarming crisis, would only serve to prolong the contest. 
Peace once bi-oken with such a people — ignorant of our power, 
and boastful of their own— could only "be conquered, and that 
most effectively and speedily, by united councils at home, and 
resolute and vigorous action in the field. An accomplished 
historian (Macaulay) has well remarked, that "if there he 
any truth established by the universal experience of nations, 
it is this : that to carry the spirit of peace into war, is a weak 
and cruel policy! The time of negotiation is the time for de- 
liberation and delay. Bnt when an extreme case calls for 
that remedy, which is in its own nature most violent, and 
which, in such cases, is a remedy only because it is violent, 
it is idle to think of mitigating and diluting. Languid wai 
can do nothing which negotiation or submission will not do 
tetter ; and to act on any other principle is not to save blood 
and money, but to squander them." 

But 1 have no quarrel with the opponents of the Mexican 
war bills. According to the venerable Senator from Michi- 
gan, they have not been singular in their sentiment of hos- 
tility to the cause of their country.* If, however, they, or any 

* " I have seen a great deal of this polilical perversity,— this unpatriotic predis- 
position, which prompts mHny men always tgtalci! pact BgaLiiBt their country, what- 
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■.7ho may come after us, shall perchance, in their efforts to arrest 
l-he progress of this Republic, either in peace or war, be run 
^ver and crippled by that new and powerful American engine 
■eleped, — " manifest destiny," — ^let them not complain if the 
lOpnlar decision should be as usual, " no blame is attached 
the company." But a decided majority of the people, as 
veW as of the. Congress, of the United States, were far from 
jeing averse to a war with Mexico, whose wron^ and insults 
:o American citizens had been greater for a series of years 
;han those inflicted by all other nations combined. Hence, 
ffhen it was known tliat American blood had been shed, and 
;hat " the question had reached a point where words must 
>ive place to acts," the alacrity with which the people ten- 
dered their services to the government. Hence the general 
mthusiasm, the many public meetings, and the generous con- 



ver be the posiHan in which she is placed. I do not racollect a single conlioveray 
n which we have been involved with a foreign power, since I have been on ihe 
jtBge of action, when the whole eentiment of the coantry was united in ihe coosa 
of the counlrj. I doubt if Ihere is another people on the ftice of the globs whoss 
bifitoiy presents bo many instaneeB of Ihia want of true nationHl pride — patriolism 
■aibel — oa our own. Whothar it reaullB from any peculiar political JdioeyiicniBy, , 
'. know not; or whether our parly feelings are so strong that we are blinded, by 
hem, and led, in Iheir vehemence, to think that all is wrong our opponenla do i or, 
t rnay be, td nny rale safari England is concerned, tbat some of the old colonial 
saven remains, which leavBua much of the lump. Be it one or Ihe other, or 
/hateverelao, tbe deplorable consequence is certain ; and the sentiment of Decatur, 
lOt Ibbb noble thanjust,—" Our country, Tigbt or wrong "—which, being trnly un- 
Lerstood, — felt rather — means thiit when embarked in a controversy with a foreign 
lation, it becomes every true citizen, after the coui-ae of his country has been de- 
cided by tbe constitutional authority, to submit to that autbotily, and to support her 
iBHSs, and not the cause of her foes. This noble sentiment finda many who repu- 
■iate it, — niany who possess the character, without possessing the feelinee, of Amer- 
»n citizens," — Retract fiem a ^/eech delivered by General Cass,iii tie Senale, Jan- 
>.ary IStfi, 1853, on the resalutUiti reafirniing the Monroe doctrine, crmtemmg tlie Col- 
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trihntions for the support of the families of those whose 
poverty would otherwise have prevented their enlistment. 

It was determined by the War Department to eall into im- 
mediate service but twenty thousand of the fifty thousand men 
which the President was authorized to employ. Most of these 
troops were fnmished by the "Western States, — Ohio, Indiana, 
Illinois, Kentucky, and Tennessee — as indeed was the largest 
portion of those suhsecjuently raised. These five States sent 
twenty-six regiments of volunteers to the field, besides a very 
considerable number of recruits for both the old and new regi- 
ments of the regular army. A requisition for thirty compa- 
nies (three regiments) was the first made upon Ohio; and 
Governor Bai'tley, on the 20th of May, issued a proclamation 
appealing to the courage and patriotism of the State to render 
promptly the rec[uired aid. Soon afterwards, Samuel E. Cur- 
tis, Adjutant General of the State, established a general ren- 
dezvous at Camp "Washington, near Cincinnati, to which 
companies were ordered to'repair as soon as organized. In 
less than two weeks after the recLuisition of the "War Depart- 
ment was received in Ohio, three thousand of her people, 
having gladly responded to theii- country's call, were marcli- 
ing towards the rendezvous ; and before the middle of June, 
the tents of forty companies were pitched at Camp "Washing- 
ton, I recall with pleasure, and record with pride, the zeal 
and enthusiasm with which the " young giant of the "West " 
rushed to the conflict, standing, as it does, in favorable con- 
tmst with the conduct of other States, wliose cliivalry and 
patriotism it is the fashion to applaud. 

During the month of June, companies were assembled a!: 
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Oamp Washington from all quarters of the State. TLey were 
chiefly from the raral districts, where the volunteers had fol- 
lowed those manly and laborious avocations that trained them 
admirably for the fatigues of war. But every trade and pro- 
fession w^ represented in the rants, so that it was no diffleolt 
matter, throughout the campaign, to obtain, upon call, a corps 
of elrillful laborers in any branch of industry. There were 
workers in metal, wood and leather,— men who could make 
clones, harness, wagons, mills, bridges, forts, laws, and pills ; 
all of whom, of course, knew how to make a charge. Several 
more companies than were necessary to fill the requisition, 
came to the rendezvous, and those last to arrive were sent 
home ; not, however, without much clamor and dissatisfac- 
tion. But in the following year (1847) some new battalions 
were raised in Ohio, thus afl'ording the disapj ointed fire-eaters 
the desired opportunity of " seeing the elephant," or of "rev- 
cling in the Halls of the Montezumas " as the phiase wont. 
Governor Bartley having divided the thirty companies re- 
tained at the camp into three regiments, the oflicers ■ immedi- 
ately set about completing their organization by the election 
of field-offieers. Though they were naturally desirous of 
pomoting some of their own numbers, yet two of the regi- 
ments veiy disinterestedly conferred their colonelcys upon 
ijentlcmen who had not been connected with the volunteers, 
Mith a view of securing the benelite of their previous mili- 
tuy experience. And here it maybe remarked, that the 
company ofBcers— who were the electors of the regimental 
oliicers— hid themselves been previously chosen from the 
imk'^, iftei having been sworn in as privates. Such, at least, 
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was the jnst and honorable practice, so far as my observation 
extended. The three regiments organized at Camp Wash- 
ington, were compoaed and coinnianded as follows : 

Krst Regiment, Colonel A. M.Mitchell; comprising com- 
panies from Cincinnati, Dayton, Hamilton, Portsmouth, 
Georgetown, and Sandusty. 

Second Eegiment, Colonel G. W. Morgan ; composed of 
companies from Athens, Columbus, Mount Vernon, Newark, 
Logan, Lancaster, Oirclenlle, Chillicothe, and Hillsborough. 

Third Regiment, Colonel 8. R. Curtis ; of companies from 
Mansfield, Massdon, Wooster, Norwalk, Steubenville, St. 
Olairsville, Coshocton, Zanesville, and Seneca, 

This Buckeye brigade was soon afterwards reviewed by 
Gen, Wool, (who was then en route to take command of the 
column assembling in Texas for the reduction of Chihuahua,) 
and mustered into the service of the United States for one 
year. Though within the influence of the many allurements 
of a populous city, but few of the thousands assembled at the 
camp failed to apply themselves diligently to the task of learn- 
ing their new profession. The garb and vocation of the 
citizen were abandoned together; and with his uniform the 
volunteer assumed the duties of a soldier. Crowds of citizens 
from all parts of Ohio, attracted by various motives, were in 
daily attendance at Camp Washington. Among them were 
many eminent clergymen, who distributed Bibles and fre- 
quently addressed the troops. The sermons of those gentle- 
men were, as a volunteer remarked, "the only rations of 
religion issued during the campaign ;" for in the army there 
are no Sabbaths, no days of rest and worship, as they who 
i-ead these pages will not fail to oleerve. 
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Oontraiy to expectation, but little sickness prevailed in the 
encampment ; and there was only one death dnring the month 
we remained at the rendezvous. Toward the end of Jnne, 
our regiment, (the let,) having obtained its outfit of clothing 
and camp equipage, struck its tents, and entered that shining 
path which leads " to glory and the grave," The streefca of 
Cincinnati through which we marched, to embark upon " La 
Belle JRimere" were filled with a dense multitade of specta- 
tors. There were mothers, wives, sweethearts, fathers, bro- 
thers, friends, who eagerly scanned the passing ranks for some 
familiar face; to which, when recognized, they ran to add 
another blessing and a last adieu. The friendly volleys of 
artillery that announced onr departure from the wharf, shook 
stout hearts that afterwards remained unmoved, when " death 
spoke in every booming shot that knelled upon the ear." 
Many there were in that band of citizen soldiers, who gazed 
for the last time upon the beautiful "Queen City of the 
West," then arrayed in the brilliant robes of summer ; on 
her shoulders, a mantle of the richest green ; in her hair, 
fruitful vines and fragrant flowers ; her imperial head tiaraed 
with gems of rural architecture that sparkled brightly in the 
morning sun. 

The Fourth of July found us afloat on the Mississippi, and 
stiU many hundreds of miles above New Orleans. The sol- 
diers, who had not then ceased to be sovereigns, were not 
disposed to let the birthday of Independence pass by without 
the usual amount of jollity and apeechiiying. With a famili- 
arity, and in terms that would doubtless have shocked the 
martinets of the regular army, several ofBeers were "called 
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out," and addressed the troops. The last, and of course the 
beet speaker, was General Hamer, who possessed an extended 
and enviable repntation as an orator, but whom it had never 
been my good fortune to hear until that day ; and never 
before or since have I listened to a more witching speech. 
His manner was natural ; his gestures, graceful ; bia words 
well selected from an abundant store ; his figures, beautiful 
and etriting ; and his voice, clear and musical as a trumpet. 
As a few of the men had preyiouely evinced a nmtinoos dis- 
position, he seized the occasion to denounce a spirit so dan- 
gerous to the happiness of the soldier and tlie success of the 
regiment. He illustrated the importance of suboi'dination 
and discipline by examples from history ; he dwelt upon the 
privations and sufferings of the men of the ]Revolution ; 
teaching his hearers that glory was the sweet fl-uit of toil and 
danger, not of idleness and pleasnre. 



Such a speech was not without its infinence, and proved 
again the superior efficacy of words wisely wielded, in the 
conquest of human passions. Hamer was indeed a perfect 
master of that eloquence which, either in sprightly conversa- 
tion or grave discourse, went directly to the soldiers' heaiis. 

Early in July we arrived at New Orleans, whence the regi- 
ment immediately sailed for Brazos Santiago, leaving the 
writer, who had been attacked by fever on the Mississippi, to 
mend or end his humble existence in that city, not remarkable 
for its salubrity in the dog days. Two long weeks of solitude 
and pain there passed heavily by, during which time the sound 
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of artillery and the hurrahs of the crowds that thronged the 
streets, daily penetrated to his chamber, announcing the arri- 
Yal of ti'oops from the North, and their departure for the 
hostile shores of Mexico. 

The governors of Louisiana and Texas, upon whom, it 
will he rememherod, General Taylor had called for reinforce- 
ments, had long previous complied with his requisition ; but 
their troops, though raised almost as quicldy as the fabled 
battalions of Cadmus, and transported with the speed of 
steam, arrived too late to share the first harvest of laurels. 
The battles of Palo Alto and Ecaaca de !a Falma had been 
fought and won by our gallant little army. The nation, that 
had awaited the shock with breathless anxiety, was dazzled by 
the radiance of those bnlliant victories. From that hour, 
" Old Rough and Ready" became the first of hving men in 
the hearts of his countrymen ; and as the gloora of war deep- 
ened, the glittering galaxy of his manly virtues shone out 
with that enduring lustre, which no subsequent calumny 
could obscure. The battles on the Kio Grande opened a 
eompaign, which, terminating with the perilous conflict on the 
Iieights of Buena Vista, need not shrink from a comparison 
■with any in our history ; and whatever may be the verdict of 
posterity concerning the justice of the war, it must ever be 
conceded that it was conducted on our part with great hu- 
manity, .and waged to a successful issue with a shill and 
s never surpassed in any quarter of the globe. 
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Departure from New Orleans — Brazoa Santingo — " A man overboard "—Scenes on 
thelalandi — A fire in the rear— The mouth of the Rio Grande— Volunteers "fall- 
ing back on New Orleans"— Burrita—Cninp Belknap— Tho cat-fish wai^-Sick- 
ncss and trials of the troopa— The buttle fields of I'alo Alio and Resaca do la 

Despairing of eonvaicseenco in tbe atmosphere of New 
Orleans, and being ansions to join our regiment before the 
contemplated invaaion of Mexico should he set on foot, a 
brother officer, also an invalid, and myself, concerted ar- 
rangements to decamp. Our medical attendant offered no 
serious objections, either because he thought oar cbance of 
recovery as good in one place as another, or agreed with na in 
believing that the voyage across the Gulf would dissipate the 
slow, burning fever which his potions had failed to extinguish. 
We therefore catised ourselves to be conveyed on board the 
steamer "Alabama," then about to start for Brazoa Santiago. 
In her cabin were assembled forty or fifly officers, and on her 
decks a crowd of volunteers ; many of whom, Kke ourselves, 
were feeble and enaaciated from recent sickness, and not very 
redoubtable looking soldiers certainly. Bnt all were filled 
with the ardor and ambition of youth, and were hastening with 
joyful anticipations to range themselves under the standard of 
the gaUant General from whom they were to receive their first 
lessons in the art of war. Wo left New Orleans on the 26th 
of July, 1846, and anchored off the Brazos before daylight 
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on tiie morning of the 29th, The weather was intcBsely hot. 
Not a breath of wind ruffled the smooth glassy surface of the 
Gulf, and during the three days occupied in the passage, the 
feverish invalids watched and panted in vain for the sea 
hreeze which we had hoped would invigorate our wasted 
bodies. Thanks to the genius of Tulton, ours was a steam 
ship, and, heedless of the calm, glided in triumph over the 
slumbering sea. Many unfortunate companies, transported 
in sail vessels, were two weeks on the voyage. An officer of 
my acquaintance was becalmed ten days, in a filthy little 
schooner, in which, as he gravely informed ns, "the pas- 
sengers had to fight like terriers to keep the rats from the 
cabin table," He ever afterwards spoke of the voyage aa 
the veritable purgatory between lieamen (the United States) 
and lieU (Mexico) ; commencing many a etoiy or jest with 
the preface—" When I was in purgatory," 

At dawn on the 39th, we hastened on deck to see the land 
which Spanish chivalry and more recently American courage 
had invested with charms that kindled the most romantic 
spirit of adventure. Next to the classic shores of the Medi- 
terranean, those of Mexico and Central America, yet so rich 
ill relies of ancient art, had long been most interesting to me. 
Who, perusing the brilliant pages of Prescott, does not 
desire to visit the grand and beautiful scenes, he so grandly 
and beautifully describes ? To revel among the intoxicating 
perfumes and flowery plains of the tieiTa oalienie; to wander 
among the verdant fields and fruits of the tierra templadu ; to 
gaze upon the magnificent scenery and wonderful exhibitions 
of Aztec civilization displayed in profusion through'oat the 
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iierra fvia t To conquei the descendants of the Spanish 
conquerors, and to plant tlie flag of oui young republic 
upon the capital reared etntuueb ago above the rnina of 
Montezuma's palaces! Whtit piospect moie captivating to 
the youtiifui imagination % 

Our first glimpse, however, of the hostile coast, v^as not 
particularly fascinating. The country before us, faintly re- 
vealed in the glimmering light of the morning, seemed to 
he fout " a dreary waste, expanding to the sky." A narrow 
helt of sand, Btretchiiig northward as far as the eye conM 
reach, lay between us and the main land. This was inter- 
sected by shallow channels, which formed los l/rasos de 8cm 
lago, the arms of St. James. On one of the Islands thus 
formed, was located our principal army depSt ; and on the 
opposite side of the broad lagoon, which was spread out be- 
tween the Island and the main, was Point Isabel. 

A nnmber of large transports lay around us, all full of 
troops, anxiously awaiting their turn to be disembarked. It 
was five miles from the anchorage to the Brazos, and though 
a busy fleet of little steamers and schooners was constantly 
plying between tlie ships and the landing, the business 
seemed to progi'ess but slowly. Many hours elapsed before a 
lighter approached the Alabama, during which time we sat 
impatiently gazing upon the desolate picture of water and 
sand, for not a tree could be seen in the distant perspective, 
A strong breeze had sprung up with the morning, and when 
the lighter came alongside, there was such a heavy sea on, 
that it was no easy matter to transfer our troops and baggage 
to her deck. While all hands were engaged in the work, 



that startling cry, "a man overboard," rang through the ship. 
An eccontiic little ^frenchman, by profession a cook, in the 
service of an officer of the Maryland volunteers, had thrown 
himself into the sea. It was supposed at the moment, that he 
had fallen from the gangway in attempting to reach the 
lighter, as the footing was very nnateady and unsafe for lands - 
men. Fortunately or unfortunately for the rash Gaul, his 
body would not sink, either in consequence of the spirits it 
dontained, or because it was buoyed by the action of the tide 
under the two vessels, between which he had precipitated 
himself. He floated like some huge sea-frog upon the sur- 
face, but in imminent danger of being crushed between the 
ships, whwe sides were oceasionaly grinding bard against 
each other. Before that, however, could happen, almost 
indeed before the alarm was given, the mate of the Alabama, 
seizing a rope, leaped overboard and rescued Monsieur le 
Cuisinier, much to his dissatisfaction and disgnst evidently, 
and as he was hauled on deck, dangling and twisting at the 
end of the rope, he looked daggers at the stout and daring 
sailor who had so gallantly saved him from the sharks. 
When it was understood that he had attempt«d " that poor- 
sonl'd piece of heroism, self-slaughter," the sympathy of the 
crowd was quickly checked, and many of the spectators 
kindly wished him " better luck in his next effort." 

The scene at the landing' was a lively and interesting one. 
Two or three months previous, the Island had been a wild 
and uninhabited ridge of sand, whose solitude was broken 
only by the melancholy dirge of the great waves that broke 
upon its shore. Now, it was alivo with busy men ; soldiers. 
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Bailors, ariizans and others, who were running to and fro like 
ante among the hillocta the winds had whh-Ied up from its 
Burtaco. Tradition relates that a flonriahing village (flonrish- 
ing after the Mexican fashion, I presume) formerly existed at 
Brazos Santiago ; and that one morning, after a terrific storm 
had raged through the night, the amaaed inhabitants of the 
main land looked out in vain for the hamlet that had so long 
stood firm amid the hillows of the Gulf. The last snn had 
left it gleaming there like a beautiful shell on the shore ; the 
next, shone upon a eea of foam that danced wildly o'er its 
walls. The tempest had come in dai-kness and wrath, and 
swallowed up the village and its people, not one of whom is 
said to have escaped. The island was not inhabited again, 
until General Taylor occupied it, as a favorable position from 
which to extend his military operations. The harbor is a 
very poor and unsafe one ; yet perhaps there are not many 
better on the coast of Mexico, which, though often swept by 
detractive tornados, offers but few havens to the navigator. 

The only bouse at the Braaos, was a small frame shed, 
built but a few yards from the water's edge, and which con- 
tained the ofQces of the quarter-master and commissary oi 
the depot. It was elevated about three feet from the ground, 
upon Palmetto lo^, and beneath it lay more than a dozen 
volunteers, who, sorely stricken by disease, had sought its wel- 
come shade. Around and near the building were piled great 
heaps of provisions and munitions of war. The labor of un- 
loading the vessels and rolling barrels, boxes, etc., across the 
beach to the diy sand hUle, was performed by a gang of 
swarthy Mexicans. These industrious gentlemen were by no 
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means overdressed, their wearing apparel coneisting of a 
sotnhr&i'o alone. Thus ligiitly attii'ed, they could labor with 
impiinity tinder the broiling suns of their native land ; and, 
tempted by high wages, had abandoned for awhile the indo- 
lence in which they dehght. Mechanics, too, were at wort 
on all sides; and sutlers, with their merchandise displayed 
under awnings, were busily engaged in supplying, at Cali- 
fornia prices, the numerous wants of men so suddenly de- 
prived of their ordinary comforts. Farther back from the 
shore, amid the deep hot sands, fom- or five lately arrived 
regiments wei"e encamped, awaiting transportation to the less 
unpleasant banks of the Itio Grande, distant about eight 
miles from the island. 

At that time, and indeed until a veiy late period in 
the campaign, there was a lamentable scai-city of wagons, 
and consequently our troops were long detained in 
the suffocating atmosphere of that sandy waste at the 
Brazos, before they could obtain the means of removing 
their sick and baggage to the more sahibrious location 
selected for the volunteers in the vicinity of Burrita. Many 
a poor fellow, choked then with sand and parched with 
fever, will long remember the sufferings that he endured 
there. To heighten tlie misery of the "soldiers, infectious 
diseases broke out amongst them. I was informed, that at 
the time of om" aiTival, one-fourth of an Indiana regiment 
was sick with the measles ; and the only comibrtable hos- 
pital at Point Isabel being tilled with wounded regulars, 
these unfortunate volunteers lay at their miserable camp, 
half buried with the driil;ing sand. Before tlio termination 
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of the year, boweyer, many convenient hospitals were 
GStahlished, amplo moans of transportation were provided, 
and the comforts of life were so multiplied at all onr posts, 
that the volunteers of 1847 suffered but little in comparison 
with those of 1846. A government, pui^uing the wise 
policy that distinguishes ours in its military establishments, 
cannot be expected to set an army in the field, or a navy on 
the sea, in a day ; yet, if tlie Cabinet had regarded the 
words of wisdom contained in the somewhat famous letter of 
the Commander-in-chief, General Scott, our privations would 
have been comparatively few and trifling, while, at the same 
time, the true interests of the country woidd have been pro- 
moted. The troops would have been accompanied by all 
the necessary supplies and material of war, and hundreds of 
Americans rescued from inglorious graves upon the coast, 
to meet the enemy in battle. 

I was detained at Brazos Santiago bnt a few honra, 
during most of which time I lay on the beach close to a pile 
of baggage and camp equipage, so aa^ranged as to afford me 
some shelter from the sun's rays. Much to my surprise and 
satisfaction, I was enabled to procure some ice, sold from a 
Boston vessel at one dollar per pound, which costly and 
fleeting luxury allayed my fever very much. Having as- 
certained that my regiment was encamped on the left 
bant of the Kio Grande, about three leagues from "the 
mouth," and being as yet too feeble for the saddle, I reem- 
barked in a small vessel, bound to the river for a cargo of 
fresh water. That article, by the way, is not to bo found 
on tho island ; nor was the water brought from the Ilio 
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Grande very fresh or palatable after standing in barrels. 
Of course, all kinds of liqnor were at a premium in that 
thirsty place. This scarcity doubtless prompted to an amua- 
ing trickj ■whereby, as will be perceived, a tolerably shrewd 
Yankee got a " fire in the rear," which demolished his cal- 
culations for a small fortune. Jonathan had by some means 
obtained a barrel of cider, with which small stock he deter- 
mined to "set np" business. To scrape together a few 
boards and odd bits of eanvaas, enough to build a small 
shed, was but the work of a brief honr; to set his barrel on a 
couple of skids in the back part of the tent, to tap it and to 
eoraraenee retailing the cider at two dimes a glass, occupied 
but a short time more. Customers flocked in by dozens, and 
our Yankee was making his " etarna! forfcin " at a stride. 
Some of his patrons complained, that two dimes a glass for 
cider was an outrageous price ; but the times were hard as 
well as hot, whisky scarce, water bad, the retailer's con- 
science easy; he had all the eider in the market, and he 
" ralely could not afibrd to seU any cheaper." 

For several hours the Yankee was as populai' as a pay- 
master, crowds filled his ahanty, his cider went off rapidly, 
and the deep pockets of his short-iegged pantaloons con- 
tained silver enough to start a free bank in Indiana. But 
the tide of fortune unfortunately began to ebb before the 
cider was half sold ; bis patrons gradually fell off, and by 
the middle of the afternoon, Jonathan was left alone with his 
barrel, to whittle and cogitate upon the mutability of trade ; 
speculating it may be, too, as to the time req^uired in that 
climate to convert apple juice into vinegar. Towards even- 
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iiig, a customer appeared in the tent, and called for a glass 
of cider. The retailer hastened to draw the desired potation. 
The cuetomer, after drinking, took out Mb puree and in- 
quired the price. 

" Two dimes," said the Yankee. 

" Two what V exclaimed the customer. 

" Two dimes," coolly replied Jonathan. 

" Two devila," snarled the customer; "why I can get jusi 
as good cider here for five cents a glass." 

" No you can't," drawled the Yankee ; " there aint a pint 
of cider 'cept what I've got in that are bai'ril this side of Oi'- 
leana, I'm darned if there is." 

"I know better," indignantly retorted the purchaser; "I 
bought a glass not an hour ago, and only paid five centf. 
for it." 

'* I'd like to know just where you effected that small trans 
action ?" inquired the Yankee. 

" Eight round here," was the answer. 

" I guess it was — right round Tiere ; right round ■mlicre^ 
I'd like to know?" continued the cider seller. 

"Why, close by here somewhere, just back of your place :" 
rejoined the customer. 

" I'll bet you tu drinks you did'nt,"said the Yankee, "and 
we'll go right round and see," 

"Done," responded the customer ; and off they started. 

Sure enough, ^'' fight round thsre" tliey found another 
establishment in full blast, A second Yankee had rigged an 
awning behind the first Yankee's shed, had tapped the rear 
end of the aforesaid eider barrel through a board, and was 
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■etailiog it at five cents a glass to a perfect rash of cus- 
omers. 

"We had a short but rough passage fi'om Brazos Santiago to 
; he mouth of the Rio Grande ; as the Gulf, loag so calm, 
was then lashed into fury by the winds. In attempting to 
enter the river, onr little vessel was driven upon the bar, and 
■emained through the night in that dangerous position ; the 
■turf breaking, at intervals, completely over her. A schooner, 
ivhich lay aground quite near us, was compelled to give the 
moat valuable part of her cargo to the ravenons ocean, that, 
■n troth, seems to be " at eternal war witli man." Old Nep- 
une was evidently propitiated by the gift, for soon afterwards, 
. aach to onr joy, the wind abated, and with the flood tide of 
,he morning we entered the celebrated E.io Bravo del Norte. 
It ie quite a narrow river at its mouth, not more than three 
')r four hundred yards wide, but in the wet season disem- 
■jogues an immense volume of water. On the right banl:: at 
'hat place, is a small collection of mud and reed huts, occu- 
^lied by Mexican fishermen a]id herdsmen. The latter pas- 
ture large herds of cattle in the marshes, which extend many 
miles back from the coast on both sides of the river. This 
miserable village was, I believe, called by the natives, Ees- 
guardo ; but among our people it was known as the City of 
Bagdad. When we revisited it, on our return to the United 
States in the following year, it had been somewhat improved 
and Americanized, The few poor brown and bare-legged 
fishermen having been initiated into some of the mysteries of 
om' elective system, were then engaged in an animated 
canvass for the high office of Alcalde. A Yanlceo, perliaps 
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the sharp cider dealer of Brazos Santiago, was the demo- 
eratie candidate, and treated the sovereigns to bad liquor and 
worse stump speechea alternately. As we were told bj those 
who listened to one of his harangues, that lie took good care 
to represent himself as the only disinterested friend and 
obedient servant of the people ; and denounced his opponent, 
■who, by the way, was some poverty-stricken and ragged 
Mexican, as an aristocratic whig ; in short, a despot in dis- 
guise ; it is probable that Jonathan was triumphantly elected, 
and the country saved from the sword and chains of a 
tyrant. 

We landed on the Texan bank of the river, opposite Bag- 
dad, where was located another of our army dep6ts. At that 
place, which was known throughout the war as "the mouth," 
we beheld the same scen^ of uproar, confusion, and bustle, 
that had been witnessed the previous day at the Brazos. Sol- 
diers, sailors, and sutlers, clerks, cooks, and camp-followers — 
a motley multitude, all " full of strange oaths and beai'ded 
like the pard," were crowded along the shore among barrels, 
boxes, tents, wagons, and artilleiy. The naked Mexican la- 
borers appeared to be the only people silent and really at 
work. At "the mouth " we met the army of " three months' 
volunteers," who had hastened to join General Taylor at the 
commencement of hostilities ; and who were then, as one of 
their number jocosely remarked, faUimg hack on New Or- 
leans, It is a fact, which certain gasconaders, who engage 
in the poor business of estimating the amount of blood and 
sweat that each section of our Union expended in the war, 
will do well to bear in mind, that six regiments of Louisiana 
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volunteers, one of Texaa (foot), a battalion of Alabama, and 
one of Missouri Infantry, retired from the frontier without 
firing a gnu or even seeing the foe. Of all those mentioned, 
but one company (Captain Elanchard's, of Louisiana) re- 
mained. The residue, declining to extend their term of ser- 
vice to twelve months, were discharged by oi^der of the War 
Department. 

After a shoit detention, caused by the usual parley with 
the quarter- master of the post, we obtained transportation on 
a email river steamer to the village of Burrita, around which 
the volunteer army was encamped. The village is situated 
on the first inland elevation ; and is but eight miles from the 
coast by the road, though fifteen by tlie river, — so crooked is 
the course of the stream, as it doubles through the interven- 
ing plain. It was the middle of the rainy season, and the 
swollen Grande poured along with such an impetuous cur- 
rent, that we were nearly four hours in reaching our destina- 
tion. All of that time our boat was paddling to and fro 
across the marshes, with, as it appeai-ed to me, ohb or the 
other broadside constantly turned toward the village and 
camp, which were in fuU view all the way. The appearance 
of Burrita, composed of a score of mud hovels, ludicrously 
recalled the glowing panegyrics with which some of our edi- 
tors, a month previous, had announced the capture of that 
stronghold of the Mexican nation. " GLORIOUS NEWS 
FROM THE AEMY ! ANOTHER TRIUMPH ! BUR- 
RITA HAS PALLEN ! THE ENTIRE CITY REDUCED 
TO ASHES ! !" Such was the startling caption of the ex- 
tras which the news-carriers thrust under the spectacles of 
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e and nervous old geutlemen in onr cities, and who, 
as they read, doubtless in imagination saw — 

"High towers, fair toraplea, goodly ihentera, 
Strong wbIIs, rich potchsH, princely palaces, 
Fiiio Elteets, brave houses, sacred sepulchres. 
Sure gates, sweet gardens, slately galleries, 
All these toh, pily !) now tum'd to duat." 

My regiment had spread its canvas on the Texan bank of 
the Eio Grande, opposite Burrita, among some scrnbby trees 
and bushes; which, Koweverinsignificantas specimens of the 
vegetable kingdom, relieved the eye, and afforded some pro- 
tection from the clouds of scorching sand that, rising on the 
gulf shore, often roUed inland tipon the breeze like pillars of 
fire. This location waa called " Camp Belknap," — the name 
of an officer of the General Staff, who had selected it. On 
entering the camp, and finding myself emTounded by so 
many familiar faces, I really felt like one who bad just reached 
home after a long absence. From that hour my pertinacious 
fever began to succumb, though it was several weelcs before 
it released me from its grasp. Many of our men, in their 
acclimation, s\iSered in a like manner — their fevers appearing 
to rise and go down with the eun, tlins daily and gradnaUy 
consuming the strength, and sapping the constitntion of the 
most robust. Young troops, entering upon the duties and 
dangers of an active campaign, are not subject to ennui; and 
though during our stay at Gamp Belknap much sieloiess pre- 
vailed, our life was one of cheerful excitement and bustle. 
The officers and men were attentive and industrious, and 
earnestly commenced upon a thorough system of instruction 
and disci]5line. On entering the ffekl with the troops of other 



3tates, a desirable e^/rit du corps had been awakened. A 
kindly feeling also existed between the officers and soldiers, 
which, was strongly cemented by the common trials and tri- 
nmphe of the campaign. There were some aecompHahed and 
agreeable officers in the First Ohio regiment, whose unas- 
STLuiing manners, united with happy social qnalities, cheerful 
wit and hnmor, rendered them pleasant companions, and en- 
livened many a dreary scene. The legal profession was well 
represented among them, as indeed it was in every corps — so 
numerous as almost to verify Dryden's verse, 

"Soldiers the Jnwyeta, nnd tbo bar the field." 
I have thought that a green bag would have been no inap- 
pTOpiiate banner for the volunteer army. 

The evening of my arrival at Camp Belknap, I received 
frojn onr adjutant (who, if reports be correct, did not, on the 
' occasion, place himself in the way of sharing very largely in 

he beatitude promised the peace-makers,) an amusing ae- 
iOnnt of a difficulty that had occurred between our regiment 
and the Baltimore battalion, originating in the larceny of a 
sat'jlsh belonging to onr colonel ; and which trifling cause 

.lad nearly resulted in a disgraceful fight between the two 
.-egiments. At that time. Colonels M. and W., the com- 

aanders of the belligerant battalions were absent, having 

^■one to head-qnarters at Matamoros in consequence of the 
iffair, Yarious accounts of the row reached the newspapers 
at home ; and in the dearth of more interesting intelHgeuce, 
their readers were regaled with some entertaining reports of 
the " cat-fish war," It is to bo regretted that the ill-feeling 
aroused by this qviarrel, was permitted, by one of the parties 
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conconied, to inauifest itself at a subsequent interesting 
period. 

Between Camp Belknap and the rirer was a swamp, about 
a mile in width, through which, from the want of wagons, the 
men were compelled to wade for all their provisions, — the 
tent of the commissary being pitched upon the hanks of the 
Rio Grande. All our water, too, was broiight from the river; 
for the ponds in the vicinity of our camp were salt, and the 
few wells that were dug were as Tiitter as the fountain of Ma- 
rah. These supplies were carried in barrels, swung on 
poles, the ends of which rested upon the aching shoulders of 
the volunteers, and sinking them imoe-deep in the mire. 
Much of the sickness that so thinned the ranks of t!ic army 
on the coast was perhaps induced by the eeverity of these 
necessary labors. To their ignorance of the art of cooking, 
however, must be attributed many of the common and pain- 
ful complaints with which the soldiers suffered, for at that 
time they had not penetrated far into the mysteries of the cu- 
linary science. After a few weeks' practice, when they had 
learned how best to prepare their food, that class of diseases 
disappeai'ed. While we lay at Camp Belknap, — nearly two 
weeks — about one hundred of the eight hundred, rank and 
hie, contained in our regiment, were daily reported on that 
melancholy catalogue, the surgeon's morning return. Many 
were at once disabled, and discharged from further service. 
Indeed I do not think we could have mustered more than six 
hundred bayonets at Camargo, and scarcely five hundred at 
Monterey, so rapidly did the climate, like a skiUfol anatom- 
ist, designate and discard all the unsound men. The great 
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number of lives lost ty disease in, Mexico has caused a very 
general belief among our people that the country isunfavoi-able 
to health. But it must lie remembered, in this connection, 
that our army landed there at the very worst season, and, in- 
deed, the only unpleasant one of the year. The low grounds 
were overflowed, and the whole conntry saturated -with water, 
the exhalations from which were qiiickened by the heat of 
summer into pestilent malaria. For weeks (until September) 
it rained every day ; not continuously, but at inteiTals, in 
sudden and drenching showers, each followed by a burst of 
melting sunshine. These deluging rains cooled the enthu- 
siasm of a few modem paladins, who found but little romance 
in the privations and sober realities of the camp. 

Among the little dtsagrimmU attending our sojourn on 
the lower Eio Grande, not the least wei-e caused by the ven* 
omous insects and reptiles that swarmed on those burning 
sands, and allowed us no repose. Our camp was infested by 
snakes, tarantalas, ants, centipedes, lizai'ds, horned toads, 
scoi-pions, ileas, spideis, — et id genus omne. Of tbe'^e, tlie 
ants were, I think, the most annoying. They not onlyfound 
their way into om' food, but attacked our persons boldly, 
crawling into our blankets or clothes, and stinging with re- 
markable severity. But the far-famed tarantula was most 
dreaded. Our assistant surgeon was bitten by one of them, 
and his was the only case of the kind in our regiment. The 
efiecfc of the poison was immediate and alarming. So violent 
were his spasms, that the united strength of several men was 
required to confine him to his tent, from which be liad delir- 
iously iTishcd soon after receiving tlia wound. 
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The consecrateii and still eaeangnined fields of Palo Alto 
and Eesaea de la Palma, were Dot many leagnes distant from 
Camp Belknap ; and daring our stay there, many of our peo- 
ple took occasion to visit them, in company sometimes with 
those who had witnessed, and could communicate many thril- 
ling incidents of the battles. It was weU ascertained thattho 
enemy had at least five thousand lighting men at Palo Alto, 
while General Taylor's effective force did not much exceed 
two thousand. Many officers with whom I conversed on the 
subject miited in attributing their success mainly to the artil- 
lery. In tlie action of the 8th of May, was first demon- 
strated, in tlie practical operations of war, the wonderful 
pei-fection of om- light field-batteries. The prairie upon which 
tlie hostile forces met, was admirably adapted for their evo- 
lutions, and they made terrible havoc in the Mexican ranks. 
The distinguished Quarda Costa battalion of Tampico, ie 
said to have been almost extinguished by the ai-tiUery, so 
boldly and brilliantly manoauvei'ed by Duncan and Ringgold, 
It is also affirmed that, by a single discharge of one of thoso 
batteries, an entire band of Mexican musicians was ex- 
terminated, while executing one of their gi'and martial bra- 
vnras. 

It is not improbable that General Arista, perceiving at 
Palo Alto how a complete knowledge of the artillery arm 
equalized the strength of armies differing so greatly in num- 
bers, was thereby induced to fall back on the morning .of the 
9th to the broken and covered ground at Kesaca, where the 
bayonet and sabre should decide the combat. But there again 
Ills qucmtUy yielded to what General Taylor calls in his offi- 
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cial report, " the superior quality of our officers and men ;" 
smd the Mexicans were completely routed, " horse and foot," 
Confused and panic-strickeii, they fled to the Rio Grande, 
and hundreds escaped the wrath of the hattle only to perish 
in its waves. A few days laefore, that scattered and flying 
army had crossed it olated with hopo and assured of victory, 
Nothing can bo more conclusive of the confidence which 
General Arista had in the result, than the fact that he, a sol- 
dier of considerable talent and- experience, unprovided with 
pontoons, should decide to hazai-d a battle with a deep un- 
bridged river in his rear ; a position from which, in the event 
of defeat, would result the loss of his army, and open the 
northern frontier of his country to our victorious arms. The 
entire Mexican army had crossed to the Texan bank in two 
small boats, thus causing a delay of twenty-four hours, by 
which Arista had been prevented from attacking Taylor on 
his march &om Fort Erown to Point Isabel, on the 2d of May, 
as he intended. Under the circumstances, it is not eti'ange 
that the Mexican army, on reentering Matamoi-oa, should be 
diminished to ono-flfth of iis original strength ; or that it 
should bo wary of again offering battle in tlie open field. 
We shall see how strongly and judiciously it was posted in 
the next engagement of the war. The Mexican historians 
ascribo the loss of tho battles of the liio Grande to the dis~ 
ti'ust and jealousy which existed between Generals Arista and 
Ampudia. It was currently reported among the Mexicans 
that General Don Pedro de Ampudia was the first to abandon 
the field of Resaca ; and from his conduct in s 



Hosted b/ Google 



ties, there aiiecs a euspicion that Senor Pedro is duly im- 
preascd. witli the conviction that 



"Timely rimning's no mean part 
Of eoniluct in the martial arl," 
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CHAPTEE m. 

TiiEMtxicon Army under General Ampudia prepares to defend Monlerey — Geiiefal 
Taylor's oi'der legulnling \h.e movement to CEimargo — Depmture from Cnnip 
Belknap— The valley of the Rio Grande, its people and prodvclions — A Sabbath 
iu Matomoros— Reynosa — A Fondango—TJie SeEg-dance— Death of a Volun- 
teer — A pleoaant interchange of visits with a Mexican family — Arrive at Ca- 
margo— A glimpse at Heail-Quarlera and General Taylor. 

Ae-iek tlio two sangninaiy engagements on the nortficm 
bank of the Kio Grande, General Arista solicited an armis- 
tice, which was refused by General Taylor, who stated in re- 
).i]y, that a month previoue he had proposed one to the Mexican 
Genera!, which had then been declined ; that circvirastances 
were now changed ; that he was receiving largo reinforce- 
ments, and coidd not suspend operations which he had not 
initiated or pWYoked. Perceiving that the Americans were 
determined to crown theii' yictories with the conquest of Mat- 
amoros, the broken and dispirited battalions of the Btesican 
army evacuated the town at twilight on the 17th of May, and 
retreated to Linares, which place they reached osi the 28th, 
suffering every misfortune in their mom'nful retreat. We ace 
informed that "many of the soldiers perpetrated suicide; 
and that General Garcia, a chivalrous man and an illnatrious 
citizen, died during the march of profound grief," * 

* These facls are staled upon the aulhorily of a Mexican history of llie war, oii- 
titleJ, " The Olher Side, or Notes for llie History of the War between the United 
titalca aiid Mexico ;" written by a jimla of Mexican oiUcora, and tiaiialated by 
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In the month of Jnly the remnant of that unlucky army 
was united with fresh troops at Monterey, — a city situated at 
the b^e of the Sien-a Madrc, near the entrance of the prin- 
cipal pass leading np to the table lands of the interior. The 
Mexican government, learning the dieastrouB result of the 
conflicts at Palo Alto and Kesaca, and desiring, as usual, to 
tlu'ow the blame upon the unsuccessful general, deprived 
Arista of the command of the army of the North. He was 
succeeded by General Mejia. Soon afterwards, however, the 
Centi-al Government was itself overthrown, and Mejia was in 
tuiTj superseded by Ampudia, who undertook, as " Governor 
Gen eral-iu -chief," the defense of Monterey. 

Meantime the American regulai-s had occupied Matamoros, 
while the tents of the rapidly arriving volunteers dotted the 
banks of the river, at various points, between that town and 
the Gulf. In the latter part of July, General Taylor began 
to push forward the regulai' troops to Camargo, a town sit- 
uated near the head of steamboat navigation on the San Juan, 
a tributary of the Bio Grande. To that point, by water, it 
was no difficult matter to transport men and supplies. But 
beyond it, in consequence of the limited resources of the 
country, but a small iovce could be taken with our inadequate 
means of land carriage. Yet ench was the anxiety of the 
government to hasten operations, that General Taylor deter- 
mined to march from Camargo irjwn Monterey with but sis 
thousand men, — half regulars and half vohinteers,— unpro- 

Colonel Ramaey, of the Uth United States Infanliy. In (hat book, to which the 
teadet'fl Btlention will occasionally be invited in tlie following pcgaE, the fdghtful 
disorders and hoidsliijra of tlic rotrcots from Matumoraa and linena Viatn tire viv- 
idly portrayed. 
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vided with a eiege train, and with scarcely transportation 
enough at the command of hia Quarter- Master for a single 
division. But in Taylor's hands, enterprises of great pith 
and moment were not to be balked by ordinary obstacles. 
When, the number of troops intended for the reduction of 
Monterey was made known, a strong desire was manifested 
by the volunteers to learn which of the regiments would be 
selected for that honorable service, as all were averse to an 
indolent garrison life on the fi'ontier. That interesting ques- 
tion was not decided until after our arrival at Oamargo ; nor 
were the volunteer troops organized into divisions and bri- 
gades until we reached that place. The following communi- 
cation, however, which was received at Camp Belknap early 
in August, indicated with tolerable clearness to some anxious 
spirits that they were not to be included in the glorious sis 
thousand. Being an important oi'der, it is quoted in extenso, 
as it will explain not only the disposition first made of the 
volunteers, but may also serve to inform the reader of the 
numbei's, commanders, and States of the various regiments 
in the field. 

Orders ) Head- Quarters^ Army of Oompatimi, 

No. 93. ) Matamoros, July 30, 1846. 

1. The commanding General being about to leave for Ca- 
margo, the following arrangements for regulating the move- 
ments of the troops, and the service generally, in the rear, 
are announced for the government of all concerned. 

2. Four companies of artillery, under the command of 
Urevet Major Erown, now mideroKlcrs for Oamargo, will be 
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the first to ascend the river. They ■will be followed, as rap- 
idly as transportation can be provided, by the following corps, 
in the order named : 

Lonisville Legion, (1st Kentucky regiment,) Col. Ormsby. 

Baltimore and Washington battalion, Lieut. Col. Wafson. 

Ohio brigade, Brigadier General Hamer. 

Second Kentucky regiment, Colonel McKec. 

Missieeippi regiment. Colonel Davis. 

First Tennessee regiment. Colonel Campbell. 

Alabama regiment. Colonel Coffee. 

Georgia regiment, Colonel Jackson. 

Second Tennoasee regiment. Colonel Haskell. 

3. The Indiana brigade, and the regiment from Missouri 
and Illinois, will remain below until further orders. The 
regiments of Texas volunteers will receive particular orders 
for their movement. 

4. Brigadier General Hamer is assigned to the command 
of the Ohio brigade. He ■will designate one of the regiments 
to proceed immediately by water to Matamoros, and take 
such position as may be indicated by Colonel Clarke, com- 
manding in the town, to whom tlie Colonel of the regiment 
will report for orders. 

5. The first four coqjs destined for Camargo, viz : — the 
Lonisville legion, Baltimore battalion, and two regiments 
Ohio volunteers, will send their hea^vj baggage forward by 
water, with four companies of each regiment and two of the 
Baltimore battalion. The remaining companies of each corps, 
with their light baggage, will take up their line of march for 
Camargo as soon as provided 'with wagons by the Quarter- 
Master's Department,— say by the lOfch of August. 
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0. The other corps destined for Oamargo, viz ; — the Ten- 
nessee, Mississippi, Alabama, and Georgia regiments, and the 
Second Kentucky regiment, ■will move forward by water as 
rapidly ae practicable, in the order prescribed in the second 



1. Brigadier General Twiggs will remain at Matamoros in 
command of all the troops in the Ticinity nntil the last vol- 
unteer regiment shall pass up by land, when he will move 
forward with the dragoons aad horse artillery to Camargo. 
On his departiu-e, Colonel Clarke will assume command of 
all the troops in and near Matamoros, on both banks of the 
river. Colonel Clarke mil receive special instructions for his 
government in this command. 

8. The artillery and train of the third brigade, with the real- 
companies, will march by the 5th of August, imder Lieuten- 
!int Colonel Garland. 

Ey oi-der of Major General Taylok : 

W. W. S. r,iAss, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 

In accordance with the foregoing order. General Hamer 
designated the Third Ohio regiment, Colonel Onrtis's, for the 
garrison of Matamoros, The First and Second Ohio regi- 
ments, Mitchell's and Morgan's, proceeded to Camargo in 
the manner mentioned in the fifth paragraph. It was my 
fortune, being yet on the sick list, to go by water with the 
four companies detached from our regiment. A frail and 
filthy little steamboat was provided for our transportation ; 
and on the 8th of August, after exchanging adieus with our 
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companions who wei'e compelled to take the weary land route, 
we pnehed off from Camp Belknap, and commenced the as- 
cent of the Erio Grande. 

Owing to high water, the ignorance of pilots, who, being 
unaccnstomed to the river, were nnahle to eteer at night, and 
the fact that onr boat was chartered by the day, we were more 
than a week in getting to Oamargo. It had not been long 
since the first steamboat ascended the river, and, to the na- 
tives, it was yet an object of intense cnriosity. At all tho 
Tonclierias on the banks, a throng of people — women, child- 
ren,. and even old men tottering with infirmity — were assem- 
bled to stare at our boat as it struggled slowly up against the 
rushing and roaring stream. At that period, but few wood- 
yards had been established, and we were sometimes compelled 
to take the troops ashore to gather the pickets inclosing the 
fields, to be used as fuel. Occasionally, too, we were de- 
tained at places where the river, in its whole length brimfnll, 
had overrun its banks and covered the country for miles, form-- 
ing wide lagoons in which onr pilots had to sound for the 
channel. In these bayous were to be seen large flocks of 
water-fowl ; and not unfrequently the bloated carcases of 
animals, navigated by piratical -looking vultures, floated slowly 
through the circling eddies. 

Mexico — bare, dry, and mountainous aa it is, for the most 
part — was naturally enough called " New Spain," by tiio con- 
querors, from the resemblance of its principal features and 
productions to those of the Peninsula. It is particularly 
deficient in good harbors and navigable streams. Of the 
latter, the Eio Grande is the most important ; but the people 
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have not availed themselves of the facilities which even that 
affords. The river, as it meanders through the iierra- cali- 
ente, offers bnt few heauties to the eye of the traveler. Noth- 
ing is hazarded in asserting that it is the most crooked stream 
on the continent, since it far enrpasses the Mississippi in the 
number and magnitude of its curves. Por hundreds of milos, 
ite yellow waves, pent in by muddy banks, roll through a 
lonely champaign country, undiversifled by majestic cliffs or 
shadowy woods. Like a great serpent which has lost its 
brilliant and varying hue, it fails to charm. If it were hut 
straight, ita homeliness would be complete. So far as I could 
hear or observe, it has not a single tributary between its 
mouth and the E.io San Juan ; a fact suggestive of arid 
wastes, which the mind, touched by remembrance, did not 
fail to contrast with the many bubbling brooks and enchant- 
ing groves that beautify and refresh the Atlantic slope of the 
United States. As there are no forests on ite banlcs, there 
are of course no snags or sawyers to excite the fears of the 
voyager ; and its navigation is iar more tedious than hazard- 
ous. The country, however, is well clothed with cAwparral; 
and groves of the more lofty mesqueet are abundant in the 
valley. The former, f^ the reader is perhaps aware, is a low 
evergreen thorn ; the latter, a tree resembling the peach 
somewhat in appearance, and of not much larger growth. 

The vaUey of the Rio Grande abounds in fine, nutritions 
grass, which, after the wet season, dries upon the stalk, and 
becomes excellent hay. It is but sparsedly populated, yet 
those plains, interspersed with clumps of mesq^ueet, gave to 
many piaces the appearance of high cultivation, when viewed 
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from a distance. Tlie broad and verdant lawns skirting the 
river, afford good paatnre throughout the year to the large 
hejvls of cattle roaming over them. The cattle far exceed in 
size any of the common herds of the United States ; owing, 
perhaps, to the fact that they never experience any cold or 
starving winters, but gi'ow and fatten from their calfhood, 
The quality of their flesh, however, is much inferior to that 
ofonr northern stock. This wild beef, together with salt 
pork, beans, and hard biscuit, constituted our rations. But 
they were dainties to a campaign appetite, — hunger furnish- 
ing a better sauce than epicure ever invented. At some spots 
along the river, we noticed a few beautiful fioweiB and luxu- 
riant plants, whose broad and glossy leaves told of an exu- 
berant soil, stimulated by the great heat and moisture of the 
season. Mexico, from its remai-kable teiTaced formation, en- 
joying every variety of climate, is said to possess tlie richest 
and most diversified Flora to be found in any country on tho 
globe. The soil is not generally poor, — the nakedness of the 
interior plaina being caused by the scorching sun and absence 
of water, rather than by any natural barrenness. The banks 
of the Eio Grande are in places chequered with patches of 
maize, sugar-cane, and cotton, whose large stalks attest the 
fertility of the soil ; and of tliese products, two crops may be 
raised annually in all situations where irrigation can be ef- 
fected. An industrious, well-governed people could make the 
valley " stand so thick with corn tliat it would laugh and 
sing." Eut the Mexicans, naturally indolent, are oppressed 
by a government that fosters neither agriculture nor any of 
the productive arta which arc the surest source of public and 
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individual prosperity. Nay, bo far from encouraging enter- 
prise, it imposes severe reatrictione upon it, and, together with 
a numerous and avaricione priesthood, is continually and cor- 
ruptly sapping what little of energy yet remains among the 
people, la it strange, then, considering this vampirism of 
church and state, that the principal pi-oductions of the coun- 
try should be pronimciamihitos, priests, and friaJcly-pears ? 

The cultivation of the soil, in northern Mexico, is slovenly 
in the extreme. Agriculture there is yet the veriest drud- 
gery ; as it always must be when not pursued with system 
and intelligence. The labors of the fai'mer, in our country, 
now rendered comparatively light and pleasant by the ira- 
provementa which science and the inventive genius of our 
people have suggested, are there performed, of course, at a 
great disadvantage, with the most antiquated implements of 
husbandry. At a rancho on the Rio Grande, near which we 
landed for wood, we had an opportunity of examining for the 
first time a Mexican plow. It may be best and briefly des- 
cribed as a forked stick pointed, with a huge ox horn as a 
substitute for a share. Not a particle of metal was employed 
in its construction, and probably it was only serviceable for 
scratching the alluvial borders of the river. It was just such 
an implement as has been used for centuries on the banks of 
the Nile ; and was fashioned much like that curious speci- 
men of eastern art — the Syrian plow— which was exhibited, 
in the midst of many beautiful modern American tools, like 
g, senseless mummy, among the active and useful agents of ag- 
riculture, at the Ohio State !Fair, held at Columbus in 1851. 

Domestic animals are numerous in Mexico, but they are 
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yery inferior to ours. Tlie mtistangs possess scarcely moro 
than half the size and strength of our northern horses, and 
are entirely unsnited for farm work or military service. Many 
of them exhibit marks of fine blood, bat from the effect of 
climate or food, neglect or close breeding, they have sadly 
degenerated from their famons Andalusian ancestry. The 
Mexicans ai'e a nation of horsemen, or mulemen, — even the 
beggars are moanted. I never saw one traveling a pied. 
None are so poor as not to have a riding animal ; they throw 
the lariat too well for that. With them, the mule and ass are 
literally *' beasts of burden," and often made to carry im- 
mense loads. The ox is generally used for draught at the 
plow, and may sometimes be seen clmnsily attached by the 
horns to a heavy, unwieldy sort of tumbrel, with low, thick 
wheels of solid wood, and which, though a sufficientiy pic- 
turesque object, would be considered a decidedly slow coach 
by our go-ahead people. The fact that the Mexicans have 
existed so long on the boarder of " the univei-sal Yankee na- 
tion," without profiting by any of the useful inventions of our 
country and age, is evidence of a sloth and degeneracy, 
which, if not soon arrested, must, at no very remote period, 
terminate in the ruin of their republic and race. 

In contemplating the entire siatns of the people, — their po- 
litical, religious, social, and intellectual condition — no atten- 
tive observer, even among themselves, has failed to foresee 
and lament the fate of tlie country. It must gradually sink, 
from its complication of fatal diseases, into the tomb of the 
Acolhuans and the Aztecs. And not only Mexico, but the 
whole of Spanish America, will probably pass from the do- 
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minion of the original conquerors into the possession of the 
enterprising blue-eyed Sason— the chosen people of the age ; 
who, by the way, ai'e even now " prospecting " in the rich 
basins of the Amazon and La Plata, So few are the wants 
of man in those soft and genial climes, that they are easily 
satisfied by fitful and desultory exertion. And as long as the 
people do not feel the pressure of that necessity which makes 
intelligent and industrious citizens, they will continue to be 
vagrant herdsmen and shepherds. The man, too, who merely 
wanders over a eonntry with his flocks, rarely forms the same 
attachment for it, and is seldom as able to defend it, as he who 
mingles the sweat of his brow with its soil as it is upturned 
by his hands. 

The inhabitants of the vaUey of the Eio Grande are chiefly 
occupied in raising stock ; the wool, hides, and tallow of 
which constitute the exports of the port of Matamoros. But 
a pastoral life, generally eo propitious to purity of morals and 
strength of constitution, does not appear to have produced its 
usually happy efiect npon that people. Poets, fi-om the earliest 
days of their art, have been most gracious and complimentary 
to all engaged in that primative and innocent occupation. 
Those men were shepherds too, who, " as they watched their 
iiocks by night, all seated on the ground," were made the 
honored recipients of the most joyful tidings ever communi- 
cated hy shining angels to sinning man. But neither poets 
nor seraphs, I ween, would tune their harps to the praises of 
these vile rancheros ; the majority of whom are so vicious 
and degraded that one can hardly believe that the light of 
Christianity has ever dawned upon them. Many of the coun- 
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try people are in quite as " parloiia a state " as slicpherd 
Corin, whom that rare fellow, TonchBtoiie, makea the subject 
of some exquisite fooling. They are just such " natural phi- 
losophers," and know simply " that the property of rain is 
to wet, and fire to burn ; that good pasture makes fat sheep ; 
and that a great aause of the night ia lack of the sun." Never 
elsewhere have I seen such an idle, ignorant, and nnenterpris- 
ing a community. Their habitations are constructed of the 
moat flimsy materials, and utterly devoid of taste or comfort. 
Along the river we saw some formed of hides, fastened to a 
light frame work, and many of reeds placed upright in the 
ground, and interwoven and thatched with leaves or grass. 
These domiciles are decorated with nide crucifixes, and per- 
haps a few wretched prints of the Virgin, or " Oar Lady of 
Gaudaulupe," the greatest of the native Mexican saints. 
How striking was the contrast everywhere with the United 
States, in which personal comforts of every kind are incon- 
ceivably multiplied and brought within the reach of all ! 

The population of Mexico is said to he about eight millions ; 
more than half of whom are pure blooded Indians, and the 
remainder of every cross and color. Three-fourths or more 
of the inhabitants of the Koiihern States are of unmixed In- 
dian blood. With scarcely an exception, the country people 
are brown, broad, and big-headed bipeds ; and it is only in 
the towns that the traveler sees the fair complexion, regular 
features, and gi'aceful forms of Castili^,. In regaKling the as- 
pect, bearing, and manners of modern Mexicans, it is difficult 
to believe that many of them can be the descendants of that 
chivalrous Spanish race which once gave laws to both hemia- 

H.-.I,.. ,Coti<^lc 



56 •i'B.E MI8BEABLH CONDITION OF THE HATIOH. 

phcrea; or, of that fierce Aztec tribe, which, aftei- centniies 

of warfare, pushed the boundaries of their empire from a 

Httle village of reeds in the mareheB of Lake Tezcuco, to the 

shores of the Atlantic and Pacific. The sad and sinking 

stops by which otir sister republic — the oldest, and once the 

sli-ongest and wealthiest, power on this continent — taa arrived 

at her present low estate, and her people made the bondman 

of even the bold barbarians on her borders, are known to 

every reader. 

'■ 'Tivete lana tu tell and sad to trace 
Each steys frum splendor to disgrace." 

Now, inatead of subjugating neighboring ti'ibos, extending 
the limits of their territory, an<l enriching themselves with 
crowds of priflonera, the Mexicans are unable to defend their 
own provinces from Indian invasion ; and it ie stated that 
there arc not less than four thousand of their women and child- 
ren at this time enslaved by the wild warriors who wander over 
the vast plains and hills washed by the waters of the Kio 
Clrande. How applicable to Mexico the words of the pro- 
phet : " Wo to thee that spoilest, and thou wast not spoiled ; 
and dealest treacherously, and they dealt not treacherously 
with thee 1 When thou shalt cease to spoil, thou shalt be 
spoiled ; and when thou shalt make an end to deal treacher- 
ously, they shall deal treacherously with thee !" We com- 
mend those unhappy ca.-ptiYii& to the generous anddisinterested 
sympathies of our ardent IFlibuetiers, and trust that their next 
foray in the cause of freedom and the rights of mankind will 
be to the Camanchi^ country, instead of Cuba. 

The towns on the Bio Grande are few and insignificant. 
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Matamoros, the largest of them, is about fourteen leagues b; 
land from the coast. "We did not reach it, however, tmtil tlic 
afternoon of the day after onr departure from Oamp Belknap. 
On passing " iFort Brown," which is rather below the eitj. 
our men greeted the star-spangled banner, that then floated in 
triumph o'er its battered walls, with many hearty cheera. 
The fort, as well as the village, Brownsville, that has since 
sprung up around it, takes its name from the gallant Majoi 
who was killed while defending it. Though but a common 
and hastily conatriicted field-work, it had sustained success- 
fully for one hundred and sixty hours a severe cannonade of 
shot and shells. We landed near the Mexican Fort Parades, 
on the southern bank. 

Matamoros is situated on a beautiful plain, half a mile from 
the river, and fi-om thelandingit presented a very picturesque 
appearance. But a short walk toward it, proved that distance 
had lent its wonted illusions to the view. The beautiful sub- 
urban gardens and cottagi^ that we had so much adonired in 
our fii'st glimjBe of the town, were found upon a closer in- 
spection to be cow-pens and contemptible bute. Around the 
Plaza — for every Mexican village has its public square — and 
CD some of the principal streets, there are a few respectable 
dwellings of two stories, built of addies, or large unbumt 
bricks. The doors and windows are small, and most of the 
latter are protected by stout iron bars, which cause the houses 
to resemble so many prisons. Rorwere the sulky and swarthy 
faces peering through some of them at the passers by, in the 
least calculated to remove the impression. The streets are 
narrow, unpaved, and, at that season, were very muddy. Tho 
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town had not suffered in the bombardment, owing to its dis- 
tance from Foi-t Brown, and the email calibre of our guns. 
At the American hotel, in the oallede Terran, we were shown 
some balls which had been thrown by Bragg'e battery into the 
adjacent gar(3en. Such souvenirs of those perilous days in 
May wore interesting to us, who had yet to hear 



In our stroll through the streets, we saw many senoritas, 
sitting at the windows — a favorite position — chatting and 
smoldng ; for all the women, even of the most polished cir- 
cle, use the fragrant weed. They are all alike,too, in having 
lai'ge dark eyes and black glossy hair ; the last, it is intimated, 
is not unseldom frequented by those "ugly, sprawlin, crowlin 
ferlies," which the Ayrshire poet once observed upon a lady's 
bonnet, and so humorously addressed. In this, as in many 
otlier respects, did some of our young and adventuroi'm 
soldiers, in whose minds romance and poetiy had painted 
glowing pictures of Spanish beauty and gi'andeur, suffer a 
disagreeable disenchantment in the city of Matamoros. 

Of course, the foregoing remarks will not be understood as 
x-eferring to the u^er tendom of Matamoros. Ent the wo- 
men of Mexico, — superior in all classes to the men— even of 
the best society, do not contrast very favorably with their ees 
in our country, either in their mental or personal charms. 
True, their tresses may be like the raven's wing ; their eyes 
may " shame a night of starlight gleams ;" but among them 
is rarely seen 
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which so enhances loveliness in woman, and stamps her — 
angel. Give me tlie tine eyes, fair locl^j and snowy hands, 
of our northern clime. 

During our stay at Matamoros we visited the market plaza, 
where we saw a goodly quantity and variety of fruits and 
vegetables, — some of them CLuite new to us. But little space 
was devoted to butchers' stalls, from which, and sahsequent 
observation, I inferred that the people consumed mneh less 
meat than we carnivorous Americans. The crowd of men 
and women assembled there, citizens and rustics, were all 
smoking. The towns people were generally pretty well 
dressed ; but the costume of the countrymen was plain, and 
peculiar enough to be interesting. Scandals of thick hide, 
coarse cotton trowsers, the unsightly national somir&ro, with 
the indispensable blanket, comprise theii' raiment. Some 
wear jerldn8 and pants of leather, both oniamented with 
jingling bell-buttons, which, with their huge iron spurs, cause 
a great rattle and clatter at every movement. To the Kan- 
cheros, who wear this economical apparel, — so suitable to their 
occupation in the thorny chaparral — the Texans have given 
the expressive name of Greasers. One has but to see them 
clad in their leather armor, shining from grease imd long 
usage, to be satisfied of its propriety. 

In one corner of the market square, were some stacks of 
fresh gi'ass and fodder, which, as they seemed to possess the 
power of locomotion, attracted the attention of my compan- 
ions. Great was the merriment when, on approaching one 
of them to peneti-ate the mystery, the half smothered bray of 
an a&s broke upon onr ears. The immense and well-packeci 
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burden, sweeping the ground on eveiy side, so completely 
concealed tlie patient little donkey, that, like bia brother of 
the fable who assumed the lion's skin and regal dignity, he 
might have preserved a snecesaful inoog but for his foolish 
and betraying bray. 

Among other places, we visited the office of " The Ameri- 
can I'lag," a spirited little tri-weekly paper, tho publication 
of ■which was commenced soon after the capture of the town. 
Its editors, Fleeson, Peoples & Co., Idndly offered ua late Hies 
of New Orleans papers. There was a gi-eat nnmber of patri- 
otic typos in the volunteer ai-my ; and newspapei-s were es- 
tablished in the course of the war, at every important point 
occupied by our troops. Thns, in addition to the " Flag," 
we had subsequently in Northern Mexico, the " Pioneer," at 
Monterey, and the " Picket-Guard," at Saltillo. The native 
population of the town is said to be about three thousand, but 
at that time the place was fnll of soldiera, and adventurers of 
every description. For the consideration of some of these 
last, the following polite and pointed adveitisement (which is 
copied from the "American Flag" of that date — Sunday, 
August 9th, 1846) was probably intended : 

"to GBHTLEMEN out of EMrl.OYMEKl'. 

" I wish to hire two industrious gentlemen to work in my 
stable. Those who have no business of their own, that can 
work without getting drnnk, and obey instructions, can ob- 
tain immediate employment and good pay by applying in 
time to IsE^iEL B. Bigelow." 
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That particular calmness which distingaishes the Sabbath 
in all God-ahiding communities, and by which the holy day 
is intuitively recognized under all circumstances, did not ap- 
pear "to brood with dove-like wings" over Matamoros. 
Stores and drinking-houses were open in every street ; and 
it was evident, from the angiy shouts and sound of breaking 
glass that "issued from some of the latter, that they were do- 
ing a STnashing hiisiness. In consequence of the disorders 
arising from intoxication, General Taylor, before starting for 
Oamargo, had enacted a stringent anti-liqnor law, to take 
effect as soon as the stock on hand should be exhausted ; but 
it is probable that the adroit smugglers never permitted that 
event to occur. * 

A theater had also been opened by an enterprising histri- 
onic company from New Orleans, whose bill for that evening 



* Orders ) Head' Quarters, Army of Ocaipation, 

No. 94. \ Matamoros, Amgust S, 1846. 

Noapirituoueliqviors wiUbepemiiHeil to ontBrthe river or the city of Matamortra, 
for the purposes of boiter or troffie, on account of any pecaoji wholever, whether 
aullsrs in the army, or privola dealers. Any liquota found in violation of this 
order, will he confiscated and sent to the Quarter-MMter in New Orleims, to he 
sold : one-half of the proceeds for the benefit of the informant, the other half to be 
applied to the suppoi'l of the hoapilfd department. The merchanlB in Matamorog 
will be permitted to vend the liquors ihay may have on hand, but to receive no new 

The Commanding General issues this order under the sanction ot the Goneral 
Government, and calls upon all ofSeere to give their aid in exeoudng its provisions. 
Tire Quarter-Mnaler's Department, and Colonel Clarke, will lake the necesBary 
mesanres to have it commnnicated to the persons interested, particularly to the 
dealers iu Matamoros, and the masters of all public transports, or other vessels, in 
the river. Any steamboat captains, or other hired persons, that are foimd violating 
it, will be at once discharged from the service. 

By order of Major General TiYLOK! 

W. W. S. Buss. 
ABeistant Adjutant Genera), 
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was quite in keeping with the place, it' not with tho day. 
The manager posted the public that, " On Sunday evening, 
August flth, -will be presented tor the first time, ' The Dumb 
Girl of Genoa,' and ' The Forest Kose,' together with a great 
variety of singing ; the whole to conclude with a dance in 
■wooden shoes, that will be a caution to corns and cock- 
roaches." 

At MatamoroE, our men first tasted that inebriating bev- 
erage, puttie, the whisky of Mexico. Whether in eonse- 
■^nence of their indulgence in it, or some other cause, some of 
them were reported as " absent without leave," when we left 
ihe town on the 10th of August ; and, by then' disobedience, 
were compelled to measure with fatiguing steps the laud route 
to Camargo. 

The next village of any importance above Matamoros, ia 
Reynosa. There we fonnd a small garrison of regular troops. 
It is very prettily sitnatcd on a commanding elevation, about 
a mile from the right bank of the Eio Grande, and contains 
some substantial stone houses ; but its general appearance, like 
that of almost everything else in the country, indicates dilap- 
idation and decay. A short distance below the landing, wo 
passed a number of women bathing in the river ; the length 
of their hair and tongues disclosing their sex. In the course 
jf our voyage, we encountered several parties of natives 
washing themselves in tho discoloi-ed stream, many of whom 
were as destitute of modesty as of clothing. From the cus- 
tom, not uncommon among the lowest class, of wearing pan- 
taloons only, their tawny bodies have been dyed by the sun 
and air, many shades darker than their legs. Hence the droll 
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mistake of one of om- volimteera, who grayely ineiated with 
his comrades that theeo Bwimmers were dressed in "jallar 
buckskin tights." 

Some of these borderers were quite friendly; and often 
hailed our boat, desiring to sell chickens, eggs, melons, and 
milk. With the view of obtaining supplies of these rare deli- 
cacies, wo generally stopped at dark in tiie vicinity of a 
rancho ; though, sometimes, we were compelled to " tie up " 
at places where, apparently, the foot of man had never trod. 
Near one of the landing places between Matamoros and Eey- 
noaa, our soldiers had an opportunity of witnessing that novel 
scene of revelry — afanda/ngo. Such social assemblies are of 
frequent oecnrrence, and afi'onl the common people their chief 
amusement. A smooth, weil-beaten circle in the open air is 
generally the salU & damse on these festive occasions. This 
ia illaminated with torches, and surrounded by tables for 
gaming, to which the Mexicans seem passionately addicted. 
There are tables also for the sale of the vile liquors, and other 
products of the country, which are pleasantly termed refresh- 
ments. A swarthy and sweating crowd, of both sexes, engaged 
in waltzing, gambling, smoking, drinldng, etc., I understand 
to be a fandango. 

One night our boat was moored near a solitary hut, in 
which dwelt an old Mexican fiddler. As soon as the musical 
talents of its occupant were discovered, the men sought per- 
mission to spend the evening ashore, for the purpose of en- 
joying, what is termed in our western parlance, " a stag 
dance," Accoi-dingly, the whole detachment landed — except 
the sick, and a few elderlv men who had no taste for such 
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boisterous mirth— and soon the fun grew " fast and ftuioua." 
Ifc was a singular s^jeetaclej as revealed to us by the light of a 
huge fii-e on the bank, at wliich some hungry soldiers were 
roasting a goat ; and the ruddy glow emitted by the smol- 
dering furnaces of the steamer, as she lay with bows inclined 
to the shore. Those ■who heaM that " brisk awakening viol," 
or witnessed that " gay fantastic round," certainly were not 
inclined to think, that 

"They saw in Tempe's vale her iintive maids. 
Amidst tils testsi sounding shades, 

To some unwearied ininsa-st dancjug." 

In front of the cottage of the musical shepheKJ, sat one of 
ourfifers and the new-found eon of Apollo. Though they 
could communicate with each other only through those didcet 
symphonies, — compared with which " lang-uage is said to be 
faint and weak," — ^yet they formed an amiable orchestra ; 
and, aided bj the hoai'se blasts of steam which were occasion- 
ally suffered to escape from the boat, succeeded admirably in 
" making the night hideous with discordant soimda." One 
would have supposed, from the energy and evident delight of 
the two artists, thus strangely brought together, that they, at 
least, imagined themselves possessed by tlie spirits of Pan 
and Paganini. The dancing, too, it must be admitted, was 
eminently suited to the music, and became stronger in pro- 
portion as the wild strains grew louder. As the performers 
trod the measure not upon "the light fantastic toe" alone, 
but with then' whole soles, the clatter of their heavy shoes, 
like thesound of many cymbals, united toswellthedin. The 
soldiers, glad to be released from the crowded quarters to 
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which they had long been confined, vied with each other in 
the extent and singularity of theii' saltations. They danced 
in couples, but without much regard to time or order ; and at 
intervals the whole party indulged in a promenade or rather 
gall&pade of two or three heats around the hut. A heavy 
rain terminated the sport at a seasonable hour, and the men 
returned to the boat much amused and refreshed by their 
exercise. 

We sviffered much while cribbed upon the narrow decks of 
the steamboat, from the great heat of the weather, and the 
mosqoitos that nightly environed us lilie a legion of foul 
fiends. To the sick (and there were many on board) those 
roasting days and restless nights were particularly trying. 
We lost but one man during the trip,— one of the Dayton 
volunteers, Oo. B. His death had a very depressing effect 
upon the invaiida who were stretched around him on the 
cabin floor, and who seemed not to have anticipated the 
sudden invasion of the King of Terrors. Late in the aiter- 
noon of the day of his decease, we landed to perform the 
sad funeral rites of poor Dix,— tor such was his name. " No 
useless coffin inclosed his breast," but wrapped in his blanket, 
the dead' volunteer was borne in the arms of his comrades to 
a grave which had been prepared in the chaparral, close by 
the shore, and where the last honors were performed by a 
corporal's gaai-d. Attracted by the volleys of the funeral 
escort, and understanding their import, a very respectable old 
Mexican, whose hacienda was near by, came down to the 
boat. He w^ accompanied by his wife, a flne specimen of 
the Spanish uiatron, in manners and appearance. They were 
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eloeely followed by a timid female slave, who carried in her 
arms a neatly dressed child. Pleased with the superior air 
and bearing of this family group, and gratified by the confi- 
dence they exhibited, we invited them to the cabin, where we 
passed a pleasant half hour in conversation with them. The 
old gentleman was well informed on the topics of the times ; 
and far better acquainted than most of his countrymen with 
the power and resources of the hostile republics. He con- 
fessed that he saw but little prospect of success for Mexico in 
the pending struggle; acknowledged that his countiy was 
badly governed ; and that he did not cai'e much how the war 
tei-minatcd. These remarks were received with some grains 
of salt. His wife — a handsome woman, with pleasing man- 
ners, and qpSiefair as well as fat and forty — seemed pleased 
with the visit, and gracefully acknowledged the rt^pectfol 
attentions of our people and their kindly notices of her child. 
As our boat-captain was anxious to clean out the boilers, 
in which much mud had accumulated, we determined to remain 

all night at the place; and informed Senor , when he 

arose to depart, that we would take pleasure in returning his 
visit after supper. We did so at the time appointed. On 
arriving at the house, or houses^ (for there were several small 
tenements clustered around the principal building, — the for- 
mer occupied by the^eo?z«,) we were politely received by our 
host, and offered cigaritas and seats in the open air. The 
Mexicans generally are eldllful fabricators oi cigaritas; little 
cigars made of fine cut tobacco, with wrappers of thin com- 
huak or paper. These materials they always carry about 
tiicir persons, — the tobacco frequently tied up in the corner 



of the pocket-hanilkerchief, and the husk in the somirero. 
Our host was a capital cigar-maker, and while engaged ii 
earnest conversation, manufactured the pleasant little roll 
as fast as three or four persons could consume them. He wa' 
a man of considerable suljstance, and in addition to his case 
de campo (country house) owned, as he informed us, a dwell 
ing in the town of Eeynosa. On his large estate, wlxicli 
extended for many leagues along the river, were grazing a 
great number of mustangs, mules, cattle, sheep and goats ; 
the tithe of which, he said, were sometimes stolen by thy 
Oamanehes, at one fell swoop. Fifty of his b^t pack-mule:? 
had recently boon hired to the American qnartormaster at 
Camargo ; and he informed ua that many others were bein.;? 
sent there by the Mexicans, to be employed in transporting 
our baggage and supplies to Monterey. In the course of con- 
versation, Senor asked us, how many vohintarios were 

coming to Mexico ? He was told in reply, that we did no' 
know what number had been ordered to the Eio Grande ; 
but certainly enough for present purposes ; and tliat noarlj 
Gvery man in the United States capable of bearing arms wai 
ready, if req\iirod, to join Taylor's army. From the ineredn 
lous air with which the latter part of this response wa.:. 
received, it was evident that the old man knew raoro of tht 
opposition to the war at home, than had been supposer' 
Possibly he may have been enUghiened by some of th 
" Stars" and '" Torchlights," or other equally luminous an:, 
rabid anti-war prints published in Ohio ; whose editors, nOi 
content with opposing the cause of their country, engaged ii' 
the pitiful business of abusing those who dared not only fe 
differ from them, but to take part in the strife. 
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The road from Matamoros to Oamargo was not far from 
the river at that point ; and wc were informed that a column 
of American infantry had been seen paeeing up that day. 
Prom the vague and incoherent description given of it hy 
one oi fhe peons, we were led to suppose that it was composed 
in part of.the remaining battaJion of our regiment. In this, 
however, we were mistaken; although, as the distance be- 
tween the two places is more than twice as great by the sinu- 
ous Eio Grande as by the road, it would have been possible 
for active and healthy ti'oops to march it in less time than our 
slow boat could steam it, — traveling as we did only during 
daylight. Before our departure from the hacienda, we were 
invited to enter and partake of some goat's milk ; which — 
upon observing a fold near the house containing some hun- 
dreds of " the bearded people " — we had expressed a desire 
to taste. The patriarchal beverage was delicious. An unu- 
sual number of weapons were hanging upon the waUs of the 
apartment ; ■ and which, the old gentleman remarked, were 
used by his household against the Indians, who, since the 
commencement of the war had become very bold and trouble- 
some ; that but the week previous a large and daring baud of 
Camanches had invaded the neighborhood, and driven off a 
number of horses and fet cattle, besides killing three Mexi- 
cans in the foray. 

It was night when we returned to the boat, for in that 
latitude the twilight is so brief as to be scarcely percepti- 
ble. The sun disappears, and darkness almost immediately 
" broods over the still and pulseless world," But those 
southern nights are enchantingly beautiful. Nothing arrested 
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my attention more, daring the many weary vigils of tlie cam- 
paign, than those glittering hosts, which at set of sun, were 
ever seen in regular and stately march through that pure, un- 
clouded firmament. No where else have " the lights that 
role the night" appeared so brilliant or lovely. On reach- 
ing the steamer, we mounted to the hurricane deck to enjoy 
the night breeze, that Itided with fragrance stole across from 
the Texas bank. The scene around ua that night, forms one 
of those interesting pictures . of the campaign which the 
memory has retained more faithfully than the pen can deline- 
ate. On one side of us, the restless and turbid stream, roll- 
ed moaning to its' ocean-bed ; on the otlier a vast expanse 
of prairie and chaparral, o'er which comes the howl of 
wolves and the answering bark of wateh-dogs at the ranche. 
The silent sentinels pace with ghost-like tread upon the 
shore, as if fearing to disturb the last long sleep of their 
departed comrade, over whose fresh grave the thick bushes 
bending mournfully in the breeze, weep their dewy tears. 
Stretched in slumber on the decks are whole ranks of men, 
many of them with their greasy haversacks drawn over their 
faces, to protect them from the mosquitos that swarm out 
from the shore. But even these are not secure from the 
insidious assaults of the pigmy enemy. 'For see how often 
they start and wake, — how they shake their suffocating masks 
as impatiently as hungry cavalry horses toss their empty nose- 
bags, — how they smack right and left at the gray-coated gal- 
linippers, "then swear a prayer or two, and sleep again." 
"While these are *' dreaming of breaches, ambuscadoes, Span- 
ish blades," a party of officers in the cabin are drinking 
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heaUTis, fim fathom deep. And still below them on the 
boiler deck, a number of soldiers are mailing merry over a 
certain fatted calf, found couohcmt near the landing; and 
whose peaceful ruminations have been interrupted by a single 
well-directed bayonet thrust. 

Long before dawn of the following day, the steam was his- 
sing like an angry serpent through the deaosed boilers and 
pipes ; and with the first ligfit we were again upon our wind- 
ing way to Camargo, which place we reached at noon on 
Sunday, August 16th, The town is situated on the right 
hank of the San Juan, abont a league above its confluence 
with the Kio Grande, As all our men were wearied, and 
many indeed sickened, by a long confinement on the com- 
fortless steamer, it was with unusual satisfaction tliat we 
beheld our boat gliding, at an unexpected moment, into the 
mouth of that beautiful little stream. Its limpid waves flow- 
ing between high banks (for draining a country of compara- 
tively limited extent, its flood had subsided) formed an 
agreeable contrast to the dark, swelling tide of the Eio 
Grande. The water of the latter is, however, more palatable 
and more healthfiil, when its 20 per centum (literally as well 
BS, figuratively) of mud is precipitated. The American camp, 
with its right resting on Camargo, extended for a considera- 
ble distance along the river. The soldiers who loitered on 
the shore filling their camp-kettles, or stood knee deep in the 
water, washing their shirts, engaged in the usual skirmish of 
wit with our men, as we passed slowly np. On reaching the 
village, we pushed our prow into the landing where a com- 
pany of Texas Rangers, with all the boisterous merriment of 
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UDtliecipHned troops, were engaged in cleaning their horses. 
Jnst above them, a party of the village ■women were coming 
to the stream for water, with tlie most primitive-looking 
earthen jars upon their heads. 

Having sent an ofBcer to the qnarter-maeter's office, in 
quest of wagons with which to transport our equipage to the 
camp, we set out to report at head-quarters the arrival of our 
detachment. In our walk thither, we were overtaken by an 
officer wearing the uniform of a brigadier general, who, 
after exchanging salutations, informed us that he was General 

, of the State of . Learning our destination and 

object, he politely offered to accompany us to hcad-quartera 
and, introduce us to General Taylor, Passing on through 
some narrow streets and lanee, and between gardens sur- 
rounded by mud walls, on the top of which grew many vari- 
eties of the luxuriant cactns plant, we arrived in a few min- 
ntea at a little grassy lot just without the town, in the center 
of which were pitclied three soiled and ragged tents. A 
small guard of dragoons was posted near by. The spot was 
remarkably quiet, being removed from the noise and bustle 
of both the camp and village. Under an awning in front 
of the tents, sat a solitary man, dressed in linen coat and 
trowsere, twirling a straw hat between his fingers, and appa- 
rently conversing with or dictating to some one within. The 
first glance assured us that it was the old hero, with whose 
name and fame the country was then ringing; and as we 
approached, we recognized the mahogany complexion, pierc- 
ing eye, iron-grey hair, and stout frame, which we had been 
told distinguished tho commanding general. As he arose to 
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greet us, I was struck with the benevolent expression of his 
face, and the afikbility of his manner. He wag invested with 
no silly pomp or ceremony. There was no ice to break in 
approaching him ; but the natural grace and kindness of his 
reception at once placed ns at ease, and during the time he 
gave us audience, our respect and admii'ation for the sturdy 
old i-epnblican general momentarily increased. His first 
qnestion was concerning the health of the men, about which 
he seemed extremely solicitous ; and he expressed his anxiety 
to hasten his army forward into a more salubrious region. 
He conversed with a stammering voice. But if slow of 
speech, no man could be more prompt in action than Old 
RougJi cmd Ready. On arising to take leave, which we did 
at the earliest suitable moment, he desired ns to report to 
General Worth, who, he said, was in command at the 
camp. 

Returning to the boat, we had the satisfaction of finding 
the wagons already laden with our sick and baggage. The 
road to camp led us through the town, — if piles of ci-umbliug 
clay and sh'aw might be so called. A short time previous to 
its occupation by our troops, Oamargo had been inundated, 
and many of the houses being built of soft snn-dried bricks, 
had partially dissolved. The roofe of some of them were yet 
clinging mournfully to one tottering wall. The little church 
and a few buildings aronnd the Plaza, were in tolerable pres- 
ervation. These were occupied as store-hordes by our quar- 
ter-masters and commissaries. Bnt few Mexicans remained 
in the town, the population of which could at no period 
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have exceeded one or two thousand. * A brisk march of half 
an hour hronght us to the left wing of the emcampment, 
where we pitched our tents and patiently awaited the arrival 
of the remaining battalion of our regiment. 



*The villnge of Camargo probably derives ita nnnie from Diego Mnnoa Ca- 
margo, a native, and tbe historian of the celebrated Haakalian Iribe, which wea 
nsBOciated with the Spaniards in the conquest of the dly of Mesico. Camargo 
lived in the latter half of the Eixteenth cenlmy, was educated in the CathoUo faith, 
and eompoped his " Risloria de Hasada " in the Castilian languDgs. 
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OHAPTEE IV. 

Camp scenes at Camargo.— Gecetai Worth, — The review.— The legiJar troops 
sent forward lo Cerralvo. — Great aicknesa and moilalityin the volunteer regi- 
men is.— Character and conduct of the natives.— Our treatment of them. — The 
Proclamation.~The Aiiny and Churcli of Mexico. — Their influence on the gov- 
ernment — Enaer and enthueiastic spirit of the VolunteerB.— The Rangers. — 
Brigades organized for the field.— Limited means of transportation.- The Mexi- 
can jockeys and our Hoise Marltel.— Something of a shower.— General Hamer's 
brigade crosses the San Juan preparatory to marching for Monloroy. 

A BTKOLL through tlic encampment, on the morning after 
our aiTival at Camargo, affoi-ded me, — a raw volunteer, — 
much pleasure and inBtmction. It was the first of any mag- 
nitude, and by far the most beantiM one I had ever beheld. 
Il^ever before, indeed, had I Been a battalion of our regular 
troops, either in camp or garrison. Bat there, in the same 
fiold, were horse, foot and artillery ; not in great force, it is 
tvue, but perfect in all their appointments and discipline, 
i'our hght batteries, of six guns each, a few squadrons of 
dragoons, and four brigades of infantry, (comprising the 
divisions of Twiggs and Worth,) in all about three thousand 
men, comprised the regidar army of General Taylor. The 
tent of every ofiieer and private was pitched in its proper 
place, so that knowing a man's rank and company, his quar- 
ters could be almost as easily found as any number in the 
streets of our principal cities. In front of tho camp was a 
vast and well smoothed parade-ground ; along the edge of 
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which was a row of fading fires, at which breakfast had jnst 
been prepared. The long lines of white canvas and stacks 
of burnished arms, interspersed with umbrageous rose-wood 
and m^ueet trees; troops of splendid horses, standing 
with the calm dignity of veterans at their pickets ; batteries 
of ai-tillery, their bright muzzles gleaming from beneath tar- 
paulins like watch-doga peering &om their kennels; these 
assisted in forming one of those impressive martial speetadea 
that swell the veins and give fresh vigor to the step. Militia 
camps and parades I had often witnessed, but though every 
man wore the lace, and feathers, and gaudy trappings of a 
Field Marshal, they presented but a soiTy mimicry of war. 
Here, however, was Mars himself; in repose, yet armed cap- 
a-pie and ready for action. The very calmness and order 
that pervaded the camp would have told plainly enough that 
it was no lioliday affair, even if many of the quiet men 
around us had not exhibited upon their persons and bronzed 
faces the marks of recent battle. It wi^ one of those scenes 
tliat sent the mind wandering back through many a bright 
old page of history, until it dwelt again with all the delight 
of boyhood, upon those vivid and magnificent camp and 
battle-pieces with which the Prince of Poets has adorned his 
Diad. And I am inclined to think, that the appearance ol 
Achilles himself, brandishing in triumph his bloody spear, 
and dragging behind his chariot the body of some vanquished 
enemy, would not, at the moment, have in the least aston- 
ished me. 

At the quarters of the 3d infantry, I was courteously re- 
ceived by an officer to whom I liad brought a letter from a 
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mntnal friend, and through whom I at once became ac- 
quainted with other gentlemen of that gallant corps. He 
politely proposed accompanying me to the quarters of Gen- 
eral "Worth, to whom I had been prevented by sickness 
from reporting in person, on the previous evening. We 
paused in our walk to witness the morning drill of Captain 
Bragg's excellent company of artillery. The horses, as well 
ae men, seemed to understand their business perfectly ; and 
being of " fine bone and blood," they whirled the guns and 
caissons over the plain with wonderful rapidity and ease. 
These light field batteries, in which the canoneers ride upon 
the gun carriages, ready for action at any moment, arc very 
efficient for quick work; and with sufficient horse-power, are 
certainly the most formidable auxiliaries that science has 
ever given to war. Captain Bragg, a skillful and coura- 
geoiB officer, is, I understand, distingnished for his attention 
to the minutiffi of his profession ; a merit to be esteemed no 
less than heroic daring, when it is remembered what disasters 
may resnlt in critical moments from the most trifling casual- 
ties, such, for example, as the loss of a horse-shoe or linch- 
pin.* He was in Fort Brown during its long bombai'dment. 
There, his light pieces were of little service as battering gnus. 
So at Monterey. But in the open field of Buena Vista, our 
horse-artillery exhibited its terrible power. There, in fact, 
(as General Taylor states, in his report of the battle) it saved 
t?te day. " Moving rapidly over the roughest ground, it was 

*Cie3ar, whose great sagacity and conduct patsuccesa as much out of the power 
of accident aa human reason could well do, remarks in the third book of hia Com- 
'mtuna qiiie phirimam potest, cam in aliis rebas, tam pracyiue m ieUo 
mmaentis magnaa rerum ■oiulaiiones efrjt." 
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always in action at the right place and the rJgiit time; and 
its well-directed fire dealt destruction in the masses of the 
enemy." 

We found General Worth, in this, my first and only inter- 
view with him, pacing his tent with much the ah- of a caged 
lion. He had that morning received orders to hold his divis- 
ion in readiness for a movement in the direction of Monterey ; 
and was most anxious to hasten events. He informed ns 
that he would march on the 19th, and was to establish him- 
self at Cerralvo until the arrival of the other divisions at that 
place. Colonel Duncan had just retm'ned from a reconnois- 
sance to Puntaguada, and reported that the roads, which it 
was supposed had been made nearly impassable by the sum- 
mer rains, were in good condition, and that water was not so 
scarce as on the i"oute between Matamoros and Oamai-go. 
This was cheering intelligence, and the ambitious and chiv- 
alrous spmt of Worth, chafed at missing the glories of Palo 
Alto and Eesaca, now burned to press forward and pluck 
from the bights of Monterey a laurel as fresh and green as 
that which crowned his rival. 

It will be recollected by the reader that, in consequence of 
a disagreement with General Twiggs concerning rank, 
(Twiggs being the senior colonel, and Worth a general by 
brevet) he had resigned his commission and retm-ned to the 
United States before the battles on the Rio Grande were 
fought. When the unexpected and startling news of those 
actions reached him at Washington, he withdrew his resigna- 
tion and iramediatelv repaired to Mexico, where he added 
greatly to his reputation as a. soldier, by the brilliant manner 
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in which he fought hia division throughout tlio war. The 
blow upon his fame, — from which he was then evidentlj suf- 
fering,— like that of Achilles, had been self-inflicted by his 
voluntary retirement from the camp. And like the Grecian 
hero, ho was destined to learn that " those wounds heal ill, 
that men do give themselves." The countenance, address 
and manners of this distinguished General, were exceedingly 
prepossessing. His features were strikingly handsome, and 
his face possessed that bright, healthy hue which contrasts so 
well with the gi-ay locks of age. His appearance and bear- 
ing were imposing and knightly ; his person and gait erect 
and military ; his voice clear and pleasing ; his utterance 
very rapid yet distinct. His manners were at times, perhaps 
a little ostentatious ; and in that regard as well as in other 
respects, he differed greatly from the commanding general. 
Most soldiers in comparing these two generals, (whose char- 
ters Death has already given over to the impartial pen of 
History) would probably have concluded that, whilo no one,— 
not even Murat or Macdonald — could lead troops in a charge 
more fiercely than the fiery and enthusiastic Worth ; yet that 
upon the deliberate corn-age, unbroken composure and uncon- 
querable will of Taylor, it would be safer to rely for success 
in all the varying chances of a campaign. Worth, with all 
his ardor, united great military skill and judgment ; but 
though a more brilliant soldier, of acknowledged talents and 
courage, he never inspired the volunteer army, at least, with 
tlie same confidence and admiration as did Taylor. Yet was 
he an exti-aordinary man, and his untimely death has caused 
a lilaiik in the American army wliicli will not soon be filled. 
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I was much pleased with the visit, and felt gratified, proud 
indeed, tliat my country possessed such a general. Before 
leaving his tent, he courteously invited the officers of my 
battalion to attend a review of the regular troops, which was 
to take place that aitemoon. 

I have ever regarded myself as very fortunate in reaching 
Camargo in time to heboid that review, which was decidedly 
the most imposing of the campaign. That man ie little to he 
envied whose heart would not swell with gratitude and pat- 
riotism, in contemplating such an army ; whose valor and 
firmness had recently saved the periled honor of his country. 
Though there were hardly three thousand troop* in the line, 
the display was admirahle and gratifying. The men were in 
excellent condition and looked invincible. The offleers, 
young, brave and intelligent, were (it may be safely as- 
serted) superior to any Europe can hoast, in professional 
skill.* 

Soon after the formation of the line, the generals, attended 
by a brilliant staff, rode down from right to left. Taylor 



*In common wilhevety candid observe [' of eventa in Mesico,! would clieerfnily 
testify lo the inonlculable benefits derived by our country from its Militsry Acnde- 
my. Not only did it give to the regular army nearly all its efBcieiicy, but its ad- 
vantages were isaViKd to a considerable e stent, in every volunteer corps connected 
with the war. To the thoroogh military training and knowledge which it impni-ta, 
the notion is much indebted for a series of splendid victories; any one of which 
would more than compensate it for nil the eipenditiirea at West Point That will 
be an unfortunate dny for the Republic, when CongreBS, influenced either by mo- 
tives of fancied economy or iha vile appeals of the demagogue, shall consent to 
abandon an institution which has already done much to establish the reputation 
and extend the borders of the country ; and which is constantly spreading among 
us that intelligence and skill by vihiKb tie people— m their freedom from the burden 
of a large standing army — may at any time he converted into the grandest host o 
soldiers that over batllcd in any cause or clime. 
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clad in plain undress, was conspicuous in the glittering 
group. Eveiy eye was iised upon him as he passed from 
corps to corps, acknowledging the salute of each. After he 
had. taken a favorable petition in the field, the line was 
wheeled into column of companies, and then with a grand 
and inspiriting burst of music from the bands, that glorious 
little army passed in review, moving as one man across the 
reverberating plain. Floating high o'er the column was that 
splendid " standard of the stars," to which Drake has as- 
cribed so poetical and beautiful an origin, and which he has 
d^cribed too, in lines that few Americans can read without 
feeling their hearts beat within them as at the sound of a 
trumpet. Ah ! the imperial eagles of Borne and IVance 
were not more secure hi the niidet of the immortal " Tenth 
Legion" and the unyielding "Old Guard," than is that 
heaven-born banner there I 

" FIcg of the brare ! thy folds shall fly, 
The BJBn of hope and triumph high '. 
When speaks the signal trntnpet tono, 
And the long Mae comes gleaming on. 
Ere rot the life-blood, woi-m and wet, 

Has dimmed the glistening bayonet, 

Each BoldioF's eye shall brightly liim. 

To where Ihy meteor aloriee burn, 

And 03 liis springing steps advance. 

Catch war and vengeance trom the glance ! " 

It was indeed a soid-stirring scene, and wo earnestly wished 
that every volunteer in the army could witness and would 
emulate the soldiership it exhibited. A distinguished ofBcer 
of the 3d infantry, who shortly afterward expired under the 
walls of Monterey, pointed to us, during the review, the vari- 
ous battalions and commanders in the iield i and related some 
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intei-esting incidents connected with the history of many o. 
them. In reply to a remark of mine concerning the troops, 
he said — " Yes, this is Teiy fine, certainly ; but our boys 
always look better in a blaze. Yon will soon see what stofl 
is beneath those bine jackets." 

The day after the review, (August 19t!i) General "Worth 
marched with his division for Cerralvo, — a town about mid- 
way between Camargo and Monterey. No serious opposition 
was anticipated short of the last named city. Bold anc 
strong indeed must that Mexican force have been, which 
could have dared to face that splendid van-guard, led by the 
keenly excited genius and angry courage of Worth, The 
remaining brigades of the regular army soon afterward 
passed to the left bank of the San Juan, and were poshed 
forward in rapid succession. Meanwhile detachments of vol- 
unteers were being daily brought up by the boats, but it was 
not until a week after our arrival that the marching coiumr 
(composed, as the reader has seen, of six companies fi-on 
each regiment) reached Camargo, General Twiggs, who 
marching rapidly up from Matamoros with the Dragoons anc 
Elying Artillery, had passed the column on the road, re- 
ported, with his usual sportive and mirth-provoking humor, 
that the volunteers were in exceeding bad plight, that their 
patriotism was oozing out at their toes, and that their officers 
were compelled to encourage them foi-ward by stiixing 
speeches, at least thrice a day. At the commencement 
of the campaign it was a standing joke among the regulai"S, 
that the officers of volunteere found it necessary to enforce 
every trifling order with a stump speech ; and tliat therefore 
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the diecipliiie of each regiment depended pretty itmeh upon 
the eloquence of its colonel. At this jest, and its accom- 
panying illustrative anecdotes, we have laughed as heartily 
as our good-natured hrethren of the old line; and, indeed, 
considering the character of our people, there may have heen 
some room for such innocent raillery. It certainly was calcu- 
lated to do more good than any severe and unkind profes- 
sional criticism ; which would have engendered much ill- 
feeling between the old and new troops. None knew better 
than the regular officers, that the volunteer regiments con- 
tained the best material in the world, from which to mold 
an efficient army ; but it required time, tact, and much for- 
bearance, to accustom those independent spirits to the yolio 
of military discipline. The volunteers, nnlike the mass of 
the regular army, had always been their own masters, and 
it could scarcely bo expected that they should abandon at 



once all thei 
become paesi 
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habits of fi-ee thought and free action, and 
! and obedient insti-uments in the hands of 
good sense, however, aided by a little experi- 
ence, and the example of all who valued the reputation of 
their regiments, and the honor of their states, soon rendered 
most of the volunteers quite equal to the regulars, in the 
prompt, cheerful, and full discharge of every duty. 

On the 33d of August, our regiment was again concen- 
trated by the arrival of the six companies which had marched 
from Camp Belknap under Lieutenant Colonel Weller. The 
journey, performed under midsummer suns, and through a 
country but scantily supplied with water, wa« a severe and 
trying one to our unripe troops. Several of the wagons 



"8" 



MORTALITY AT CAMAEGO. 8o 

came in laden with sick and dying men, among whom wo 
were pained to find Lieutenant 8., of Company B, (Dayton 
volunteers,) one of the most energetic, reliable, and nsefnl 
officers of the let Ohio regiment. His death, which ocenrred 
on tlie morning of the 26th, was, to many of his comrades, 
one of the most distressing events of the campaign. Lienfc. 
S. had already displayed an activity, and ti'aetahlc disposi- 
tion, that won him the confidence and fsteem of his superior 
ofiicers, while his cheerfulness, and the good humor with 
which he bore every privation, had made him a favorite with 
all. He possessed, too, all those sterling qualities of the 
soldier, which, had fate permitted, wonld have gained him 
an enviable reputation. 

The mortality in oui' camp at Camargo was appalling. 
The dead march was ever wailing in our ears, and even at 
this distant period, I can scarcely look back to our brief stay 
there without a shudder. At .almost every hour of the day, 
funeral escorts of vaidous regiments might be seen fuUowing 
the bodies of departed comrades to that vast and common 
cemetery, the chaparral, where officers and men, " in dust, 
without distinction lie." The large hospital-tents were con- 
stantly full — the dead being removed at sunrise and sunsot, 
but to make room for the dying. The groans and lamenta- 
tions of the poor sufferers during those sickly, sultry nights 
were heart-rending. Upon our arrival at Camargo, we had 
been informed by the natives that it was the most sickly 
place in the valley, but the appearance of the country did 
not indicate it, nor have I ever heard it attributed to any 
satisfactory cause. An examination of the circumjacent 
country might perhaps, have led to the discovery of some 
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swamps or poola of stagnant water, left from the overiiow of 
the San Juan. 

General Taylor, thongh bnsied with the many important ar- 
rangements upon whicli his subsequent success would depend, 
yet frecLuently found time to yisit the hospitals, and cheer 
their inmates with kind and sympathizing words. In a 
communication to the adjutant general, dated Camargo, 
Sept, 3d, 1846, he says, " I have used every effort to extend 
the hospital accomodations and the medical force, but the 
service is suffering gi'eatly in this latter particular. There 
has been great sickness and mortality in some of the volun- 
teer regiments. Great numbers are taken into the several 
general hospitals, and no exertion is spared to ameliorate 
their condition." The deficiency of medical oiScers hero 
alluded to, wss seriously felt in many regiments. But " the 
laws of the land," said the sui'geon general, in reply to Gen- 
eral Taylor's complaint of the scarcity of surgeons, " awarded 
two medical officers to a full regiment of 750 men," and as 
there were more than that number serving with the Army of 
Occupation, erffo, the complaint was groundless, and the 
surgeons in the field were censurable for not pertbrming 
their duty. Onr regiment was fortunate in securing at the 
onset two skillful surgeons, and in being generally concen- 
trated. But there were others, which, being divided and 
sub-divided for gaiTison ajid escort duty, often suffered sadly, 
in consequence of what the surgeon general asserted to be 
" military propriety, and the customs of the service." * It 

ary propriaty, and tlie 
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is due to tlie chiefs of the varions staff departments of the 
army, to remark that they did all, and often more than "the 
regulations" required from them ; but they should have been 
neither disappointed nor dissatisfied when gently reminded 
by the general commanding in the field, that the very nice 
calculations made at Washington, did not altogether meet the 
exigencies of every climate and service. 

At Oamargo we were tolerably well supplied by the Mex- 
icans with fresh provisions, for which they took care to exact 
exorbitant prices. These native hucksters were a morose and 
knavish set. Taught to hate all foreginere, and especially 
"los Tonnes," they looked— even when pocketing our dol- 
lars — as sour as their own bitter oranges when the green 
rinds have received the first tinge of sickly yellow. As they 
were allowed to enter the camp at all hours, they of course 
kept their friends at Monteroy well advised of our condition 
and movements ; while, in their dealings with us, they were 
ciose-mouthed and professedly ignorant beyond example. 
Nothing scarcely could be extracted from them save the price 
of the articles they oiTered for sale, and which they uttered 
glibly enough. To every question touching their roads, coun- 
try, towns, troops, etc., even when put in the purest Castil- 
ian, the usual reply was, " no entende, Senor," (don't under- 
stand you, sir.) It appears that General Taylor, up to this 
time, had failed to obtain any very reliable information con- 
but if tiiay doeire more medical oiHocre, thoy shall have them— -wilh myself to boot, 
if aeoeptable— and I am borne out in the measure by the Kovernment. Far be it 
from me to withhotd aught tliat will contribute to the comfort of one of thoae gal' 
lant Houlfl who bo valiantly fought and so signally triumphed on the battle-fielda of 
Palo AUa and Reaacnde laPalma," — From llie Letter qf the Surgeon Geiitralto {Ae 
Adjutant General. 
-5 
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ceming the designs of the enemy, or even of the country he- 
yond the points to which he had pushed his reconnoitering 
parties. On the eve of marching for Camargo, and but two 
weeks before he fought the battle of Monterey, he remarked 
in a letter to the government, "We have no very recent 
intelligence from the interior, nor have I yet satisfactory 
means of judging whether our occupation of Monterey and 
Saltillo will be disputed." 

Such indeed had been the barbarian policy of the Mexican 
government, and the plundering habits of the Mexican peo- 
ple, that travelers and traders had been discouraged from vis- 
iting the country; and but few of our citizens knew more of 
its interior than what could be seen along the great thorough- 
fare between Vera Cruz and the city of Mexico. Though 
lying immediately upon the borders of the most enterprising 
and inquisitive nation under the sun, Mexico had remained, 
up to the commencement of the war, almost a ieiTa incog- 
nita. The great wall of China could not have offered a more 
effectual barrier to Tartarean invasion, tlian Mexican legisla- 
tion, insolence, and intolerance have presented to American 
industry and genius. The reader, therefore, will not perhaps 
be surprised to find the quarter-master general (who, like the 
surgeon general, found it necessary to vindicate his official 
conduct,) writing as follows, in reply to one of General Tay- 
lor's letters : " As to the complaint in regard to the want of 
land transportation, it is proper to remark, that there was no 
information at Washington, so far as I was informed, to ena- 
ble me or the War Department to determine whether wagons 
i:on1d be used in Mexico." 
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Soon after the beginning of the war, our government had 
announced its intention of conducting it in a spirit of liber- 
ality and forbearance ; and it may be safely asserted that no 
people were ever more kindJj treated by an invading army. 
Earely indeed, in time of peace, have the Mexicans extended 
to Americans the same respectful consideration. It appears 
tliat the Cabinet at Washington entertained a hope that the 
mass of the natives might be propitiated, and, in some mea- 
sure, convinced, that, " the war was waged not against them, 
but a faithless government of military despots, who had both 
deprived them of their liberty, and wronged and insulted us." 
To that end, the government had furnished General Taylor 
with a proclamation to the inhabitants of Northern Mexico, 
(a copy of which is subjoined) indicating the policy it in- 
tended to pureiie in prosecuting htwitilities, and which many 
persona in our airay, in view of the characteristic treaeheiy 
and deep-rooted enmity of the Mexican ra^e, roundly con- 
demned at the time.* Even if the statesmen of the United 

*A PROCLAMATION. 

Bv THE GeKERSI. COMMASEISG IBE AjIWY Of THE TJkiMD Stati;s OF AlHEIilCA. 

To the people of Mexico .- 

" Alter roaiir years of palienl endurance, ihe I'niled Sfales are at length con- 
strained tn acknowtecfge tiiat a war now exists between our government and the 
government of Mexico. For many years c ur citizens have been snbjecied to repeated 
insuits and injuries; our vessels and cargoes have been seized iipdconIi°caled; our 
nierehants have been plnndered, maimed, imprisoned, without causs and without 
reparation. At length your government acknowledged the justice of oiu' claims, 
and agreed, by treaty, to make salis^clion by payment of several millions of dollars ; 
but this treaty has been violated by your rulers, and tbes.ipulaled payments have 
baen withheld. Our late effort to terminate all difHcultiea by peaceful negotiation, 
has been rejected by the Dictator, Paredea, and our minister of peace, whom your 
mlere had agreed to receive, has been refiiaed a hearing. He has been treated with 
indignity and insolt, and Paredes has announced that war exists between us. This 
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States had interpreted the character of the enemy aright, 
they yet greatly over-estimated the influence of the people of 
the r&publie! of Mexico, if they supposed that their wiahes 
would be in the least regarded by the central government. 
Arms and religion govern Mexico. The soldier and the priest 
control her destini^. The priesthood— perhaps foreseeing 
disastrous results for their church, in the conquest of their 
country by the free-thinking Yankees — promptly brought to 
the aid of the Dictator all their potent, pecuniary, and spirit- 
ual resom'ces. Though quite shrewd enough to know that it 
but little concerned our government whether Christian, Jew, 
Turk, or Infidel possessed the land, yet these holy gentlemen, 

our President and Congreaa, with perfect unanimity, nnd wili l)0 prosecuted wilh 
vigor End energy Kgainat your aimyand rulers; but those of the Mcsicon people 
who remain neutral will not be molested. 

"\our government iain the hands of tyrants and usurpera. They have aboliebed 
your Stale governments, they hnve overthiown your fedaral conatitution, they have 
deprived you of the right of suffinge, destroyed the liberty of the preaa, despoiled 
you of your arms, and reduced yoti to a slate of absolute dependence upon the power 
of a military dictator. Your army and rulers extort from &b people, by arievous 
taxation, by forced loans and military seizures, (he very money which sustains the 
usurpers in power. Being disarmed, you are left defenseless, an easy prey to the 
savage Camanches, who not only destroy your lives and property, but drive into a 
captivity, more horrible than death itself, your wives and children. It is your mil- 
itary rulers who have reduced yon to this deplorable condition. It is these tyrants 
and their corrupt and cruel BatelUtea, gorged wilh the people's treoaure, by whom 
you are thus oppressed and impoverished ; some of whom have boldly advocated a 
monarchical governmont, and would place an European prince on the throne of 
Mexico. We come to obtain reparation forrepeated wrongs and injuries; we come 
to obtain indemnity for the past, and securily for the liiture ; we come to overthrow 
the tyrants who have destroyed your lifaertieB ; but we come to make no war upon 
the people of Masico, nor upon any tbrm of free government they may choose to 
select for themselves. Il is our wish to see you liberated from despots, to drive back 
tho savage Camanches, to prevent the renews! of their assaults, and to compel them 
tu restore to you, from captivity, your long-lost wives and children. Your religion, 
your altars and churches, the property of your churches nnd cilizens, the emblems 
of your tajch and its ministers, shall be protected, and remain inviolate Hundreds 
of our army, and hundreds of thousands of out people, are members of the Catholic 
church. In every State, and in neatly eveiy ciiy and viliage of our L'nion Cathiihc 
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pretending to believe all tlie clap-trap uttered in the United 
States, about the wealth of the country and the mint value 
of certain " golden images " and " silver eandelabras," 
aroused the people with stories of oar avarice, and avowed 
that the sacred and dearly-prized emblems of their religion 
had been oifered as a bounty to American volunteers. Thus 
did the prieeta forestall our proclamation. If there was any 
diBaffection in the land, it added bnt little strength to our 
cause. The people geneially placed no confidence in the 
amicable intentions we published among them, and with the 
exception of the small syj company of Dominguez, which 

clittrches esist ; sni the prieal perlbrms his holy functions in peace and eecuiily, 
under Ihe sacred euaraiily of our conslilution. We come among Ibe Meiicim people 
as irienda and republicon brethren, and all who receive us us such shall be proteeled ; 
while bJ] who are seduced into the army of joiir dictator, ehall be treated bh enemies. 
We shall want from you nodiing but food for our army, and for this you shall always 
be paid, in cash, the lull value. It is the settled policy ot your tyrants to deceive 
you in regard to the policy and charBcler of our government and people. Theso 
tyrants lear the example of our free institutiona, and constantly endeavor to mis- 
represent our purposes, and inspire you with hatred tor your republican brethren of 
the American Union. Give us but the opportunity to undeceive you, and you will 
soon leurn that all the representations of Paredes were false, end were oiJy made 
to induce you to consent to the establishment of a despotic government. 

In your struggle for liberty wiA the Spanish monarchy, thouaanda of out coun- 
trymen risked their lives and shed their blood in your defense. Our own Commo- 
dore, the gallant Porter, mainlolned in triumph your ting upon the ocean, and our 
government was the fiist to acknowledge your independence. With pride and 
pleasure we enrolled your name on the list of independent reptibttcs, and sin- 
cerely desired that you might, in peace and prosperity, enjoy all the blessings of a 
free government Success on the part of your tyrants, against Ihe army of the 
Union, is impossible ; but if they could succeed, it would only be to enable them lo 
fill your towns with their soldiers, eating out your substance, and harrassing you 
with sUll more grievous laxatiou. Already they have aboli^ed the liberty of the 
press, as the iirsC step toward the introduclion of that monarchy which it is their 
rea! purpose to proclaim and establish. 

" Me:iicans 1 we must treat as enemies and oyerlhrow the tyrants, who, while 
they have wronged ojid insulted iia, have deprived you of your liberties ; but the 
Mexican people mho remain nouira! during the contest, shall be protected against 
their military despols by the republican array of the Union." 
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joined General Scott's army, remained faithful to tlieir 
tyrants. 

Kot with standing the temper and conduct of the natives, 
the pledges of the Proclamation were as scrupulously ob- 
eerved as circumstances would allow. Our army in its early 
marches through the country, moved like a rich and power- 
ful benefactor, scattering with a lavish hand, unheard of 
wealth among the rabble in its path. But ignorance, pride, 
jealousy and bigotry, were not to be thus overcome. Esti- 
mating over much their own resources and the ability of their 
numerous army, or perhaps encouraged to believe from the 
division of opinion in the United States on the subject of the 
war, that we would eventually withdraw from the contest — 
their government, without the prestige of a single victory, 
continued to prosecute an active and relentless system of hos- 
tilities. At length, when it was discovered that our gener- 
osity and mild treatment had failed to produce the desired 
effect upon the population, and that they frequently commit- 
ted the most savage outrages upon our troops, the Secretajy 
of War instructed General Taylor to draw supplies from the 
enemy without paying for them; and thus, by making them 
feel the weight of war, become interested in the restoration of 
peace. Beginning to understand the character of the foe, and 
perceiving the effect of the policy previously avowed, be says 
in his letter : " It is far from being certain that our military 
occupation of the enemy's country is not a blessing to the in- 
habitants in the vicinity. They are shielded from the bm'dens 
and exactions of their own authorities, protected in their per- 
sons, and furnished with a most protitable market for most 
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kiuda of their property. A state of things so favorable to 
their interests maj induce them to wish the continuance of 
hostilities." But General Taylor never availed himself of 
this authority to levy contributions, and we continued to pay 
liberal prices for everything obtained from the enemy. 

How differently would the dissolute and brutal soldiery of 
Mexico have conducted themselves in an enemy's country ! 
How differently, indeed, did they often act in their own. We 
have the authority of their historians for asserting that their 
marches through their native provinces were sometimes 
marked by the worst excesses and crimes; that, "they left 
behind them, by theii- unbridled license, an imprint of horror 
in the towns through which they passed ; seizing upon vine- 
yards, sacking shops, and even murdering poor poulterers to 
take away their fowls." So disgusted was an intelligent 
Mexican whom I knew, with the arrogance and extortion of 
his own troops, that he did not hesitate to admit frankly, that 
he preferred the presence of the American army to his own ; 
since from the former he was sure of obtaining a fair compen- 
sation for his property. To a standing army, and an estab- 
lished national church, does Mexico owe most of her troubles 
and her poverty. Her government, existing only by the con- 
sent of the army, is in turn compelled to sustain that army 
at all hazards and sacrifices. It is now well understood that 
the recognition of the independence of Texas had been de- 
ferred, and the war with that state nominally prolonged by 
the various military rulers of Mexico, merely as a pretext for 
the exaction of supplies, which were afterward squandered in 
thii maintenance of their ill-gotten and much-abused power. 
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The government, being supported by bayonets, always totters, 
when, from its want of credit, and miserable domestic policy, 
it suffers the pay of the troops to fall in arrear. Woe to it in 
Buch dark honre, for then thrives tiiat baleful mushroom, the 
Pronundamiento. Nearly all their revolutions, since their 
independence from Spain, have been conceived by ambitious 
generals, and achieved by a greedy soldiery.* In these civil 
wars, the church, of courBe, is carelul to side with that party 
most favorable to its interests ; and it has been truly remarked 
by one of our envoys to Mexico, that, "no political movement 
can succeed there, to which the priesthood is opposed." 

The Mexicans have a very well written constitution ; but 
what is the beet sj'Stem of government worth to those who 
have not moral and intellectual power enough to compel its 
observance ? "Where the minds and hearts of the people are 
not properly educated, there can be no real freedom ; and to 

'Even mercenary motives have sr, 
of the array— as wilneas the fnltowingpi 
of the War ;" 

" During iha iasc month of Ihe administration of Parades, in consequence of the 
revErees suffered by our troops on Hie other sii^e of the Rio Bravo, it was agreed lo 
organize the aams expedition which Santa Anna, afterward resolved upon. To re- 
fllizo it, pcouniary resources were wanting, and a contract was accordingly mads 
with the church for #1,000,000, which sum was estimated as twing more than suffi- 
cient tor the division that should march Irom the city of Mexico. _ The state of in- 
ternal politics, and the fear, above all, of abandoning his pray, detained ParedeB in 
this city, even ailer Congress had given bim pBrmisEion to march from Mexico, 
with the forces that were in garrison, and to place himself at the head of the troops 
of the North. This delay began to consume, without profit, the loan from the 
clorgy, which, heiiiB for the most part wasted, obliged Pai'edes at last to take the 
forces and relinquish the governnienl, nt the end of July, for the purpose of joining 
the army of the North. Then he made payments lor the march lo all the corps, to 
all the ofScers and chiefs ; with which, a lew days after, they ilew to the citadel to 
praclaim a new revoltition ; and assisted by the very money that ought to have 
served to march to Monterey. Infamous intrigues, to which wo owe principally 
the unfortunate issue of our contest at tho Nortli." 
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attempt the estaWiahment of a republic among tliem, is the 
very folly of building upon sand. Until directed by wisdom 
and virtuej all popular efforts in Mexico, as in France, will 
terminate in a military despotism, or in the crime and 
folly of a Eeign of Terror. In the words of the leading 
Democratic paper of New York — which in April, 1853, 
announced the return of Santa Anna to bis native shores — 
" What is chiefly wanted in Mexico, is virtue and intelligence 
among the people; an intelligence which can not be bamboo- 
zled by prieste, and a virtue which will subject the military 
to the civil power ; together with such practical energy as 
will convert the generous resources of nature into the food of 
industry, instead of the nutriment of idleness and beggary," 
Whether these wants wil! ever be supplied, whether the mili- 
tary will ever be made subject to the civil power so long as 
she perseveres in what her recently exiled President, Arista, 
terms, " that grand enigma, that scLuaring of the circle — na- 
tionality," is exeedingly improbable. Tor every President 
constitutionally elected by the people, tho army can easily 
make a half-dozen '■'■ad iiiteriin Presidents," as the usurpers 
are called. Look, for example, at the changes of adminis- 
tration in the three years that intervened between the annex- 
ation of Tex^, and the treaty of Guadaloupe Hidalgo. In 
that brief period, I believe Herrera, Parcdes, Salas, Farias, 
Santa Anna, Pena and Anaya, were severally at the head of 
affairs. Was there every such a political whirligig ? That 
certainly was such "rotation in office" as one might suppose 
would satisfy the most greedy spoils-seeker that ever fought 
in the ranks of Jacobin or Empire club- Nor has the con- 
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dition of the country materially improved since the ti 
tion of the war. It has been somewhat more tranquil, but 
it is the calmness of indolence and hamiliation. The indem- 
nity, paid in annual installments by the United States, has 
perhaps been the means of sustaining the government, and 
of saving her thus long from anarehj'. 

The future of Mexico is one of the saddest and most em- 
barrassing political problems of the day. That a country of 
such extent and resources, enjoying a position which com- 
mands two oceans, (the advantages of which, by the proposed 
Tehuantepec road, it has been left to foreigners to demonstrate,) 
and with eight or nine millions of inhabitants, should be in 
such a hopeless condition, is a peculiar phenomenon in history. 
It is scarcely possible that Santa Anna, who has again be- 
come " the Supreme Government," can avert, for more than 
a brief season, her ultimate fate. Even well-informed and 
patriotic Mexicans now cease to regard, with aversion, the 
" manifest destiny" of their country. Ex- President Arista 
seems to look forward to it with hope and encouragement. 
He says, in a late letter to his government ; " I desire the 
happiness of my country, and to attain it, I see no road but 
through federal institutions, and, if it he desired, annexation 
„o the United States, in which Mexico will meet an inex- 
haustible foiintain of riches and prosperity, notwitlistanding 
she may lose that grand enigma, that squaring of the circle, 
called by General Santa Anna, Nationality. The day will 
arrive when this will happen." Tiiere can be but little doubt 
that a majority of the people of the United Stat^ are pre- 
pared to annex Mexico at once, and " the rest of mankind " 
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at the proper time ; yet a volantary proposition, on her part, 
for a peaceful amalgamation of the two republics, would per- 
haps be but coldly embraced, if not rejected by some of our 
ardent annexationists, who rejoice in more violent delights. 
To their palates, stolen fruits are always the sweetest. In 
whichever manner the Mexican States may come into our 
Union, it is more to be hoped than expected that they would 
be at once relieved of the incubus which has so long oppressed 
them ; or that the people, long tantalized by the mirage of 
liberty, would be able to appreciate its living waters when 
offered to them in all their freahneas and purity. Nor is it 
certain that the connection wonld be very beneficial to us for 
sometime at least, especially if the whole of Mexico should 
be swallowed at one gulp — as is sometimes mildly proposed 
by our annexationistB. In that event, it is likely that — be she 
ever so well " licked " before deglutition — we should find her 
one of those morsels which, " though sweet in taste, prove in 
digestion sour."* 

*It will be seen by the following extract from a recent epeech delivered by the 
Nestor of the Democratic party, (G«n. Caes) that the venerable Senator is oC the 
opinion that the gastric juice of the body politic has not been in the leaat rednced 
hy the digestion of a. brace of Mexican atntes. BnC considering the fact that those 
were very thinly populated, it might be odvieable to swallow the remaining nine- 
teen or twenty at many, and perhaps smaller meals. This would enable us to 
manage an island or two ty moj o/" ifeaeri. Meantime ihe South American elates 
may considei' themselves aa in a pen, fottening for onr capacious maws. In good 
time they will doubtless farnieh Brother Jonathan with escellent thanksgiving 
dinners. 

In a. speech upon Mr, Mason's resolution (in Senate, December 23, I85a,| coding 
for the correHpondence concerning the proposed tripartite treaty with England and 
Franca, for the safeguard to Spain of the island of Cuba, General Cass took occa- 
sion to say, inter alia — " Aa to the general subject of annexation, I have no new 
views to disclose. It is pretty well known that I have a capacious swallow for 
territory, though I am free to confess that I can wait awhile patiently, il necessary, 
and spend the lime in digesting our last acquisitions. They sit lishlly on the 
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The volunteer army assembled at Camargo was composed 
chiefly of young men, who had just attained the age at 
which the enthusiasm of youth and vigor of manhood are 
united.* The "Young Guard" of Napoleon did not eon- 
tain in its ranlra more energy, valor, and daring, than was to 
be found in that youthful mass. There were soldiers in 
various regiments whom I had known when " we were boys 
together," who contemplated the prospect of an arduous 
campaign with more pleasure than they ever did a recitation 
in ThucydideB or Juvenal. To many of them, a battery was 
a more agreeable object than a black-board, and I am con- 
vinced that some of my old echool-mates would have as- 
saulted a bristling tete de font with more alacrity than they 
bad aforetime evinced in demonstrating the pons asinorum. 

Btomacli, End promise to promoto the tieallh of the body politic lo a degree surpass- 
ing the most sanguine eipcclalions of thoaB whoexpecled mostlrom the meseure." 

In ^e admirable speech from whioh the shove is quoted, the eloquent Senator is 
particulnrly severe upon the press and people of Great Britain for their Pharasaical 
pretetieions, and juatiy denounces the incouaiatency with which, after acquiring 
empires by the sword, on (lie moat frivolous pretexts, they presume to arraign (hia 
country for its rapacity. 

• " The volunteers of Mexico, were the picked men of the nation, who, devot- 
ing themselves to a service more tlian a thousand mites from home, went to it un- 
der Aa strong impulse of adventure and love of martial glory. They consisted of 
the young, the ardent, and the brave, who, lor the time, renounced all domestic 
pursuits and marched to the tield, animated by the hope of distinction, and disen 
thralled from all dvil cares and engagements. Thus fortided by resolve, stimula- 
ted by lovo of the profession, cheered by loud acclamations of Mends, unimpeded 
by domestic solicitude, and filled with the ardor and courage of the national chni- 
acter, they more resemble tlie chivalry, which a lew centuries ago, assembled 
around Gonsalvo de Cordova, or Gaston de Fois, in their descents upon the fields 
of Italy, than they do any army of modem times. The skill, concert, impetuous 
valor and persevering labor of tiieir assnnlts, will be the ihema of commendation 
from military critics in centuries lo come, while the brilliancy of their victories 
over such disproportioned numbers, and the rapidity of their conquest of the 
strongholds of Meaco, will be regaiiied as the maivels ot the age in which dioy 
wore achieved-'' — Hon. J, P. Keiinedi/, 
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Many adventurous spirits who had failed to obtain desirable 
placid in the Infantry, and who were determined to partici- 
pate in the war even as privates, attracted by the loose disci- 
pline and hazardous service of the Texan Cavaliy, iiad 
become Eangere. There wero two regiments of Texan 
troops with the army, commanded by Colonels Hays and 
Wood, comprising the brigade of General Henderson. Their 
knowledge of the character of the enemy and of the military 
frontier, acquired in their long border straggle, rendered 
them valuable auxiliaries in the invasion. Of this far-famed 
corps— so much feared and hated by the Mexicans — I can 
add nothing to what has already been written. The charac- 
ter of the Texan Ganger is now wel! tnown by both friend 
and foe. As a mounted soldier he haa had no counterpart 
in any age or country. Neither Cavalier nor Cossack, 
Mameluke nor Moss-trooper are like him ; and yet, in some 
respects, he resembles them all. Chivalrous, bold and im- 
petuous in action, he ia yet wary and calculating, always 
impatient of restraint, and sometimes unscrupulous and un- 
merciful. He is unoniformed,* and undrilled, and performs 
his active duties thoroughly, but with little regard to order 
or system. He is an excellent rider and », dead shot. His 
arms are a rifle, Colt's revolving pistol, and a knife. Unac- 
customed to the saber or to move in mass, the Gangers are 
of couree unable to make a charge upon, or to receive one 
from well-armed and well-disciplined troops. But when an 

"Some wag (doubtlasslha same individuBl who leinarkBcl that tlie Georgian cos- 
tome was " a shirt collar and a pair of spurs,") has dascribed Ihe Tesan uniform ae 
" a dirty shirt and a live-ahoolor." 
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enemy's lioe ie broken by the rapid volleyB of their riiies, 
they thon ''pitch in promiacuouely," and finish the work 
with the "iive-shooter,"— delivering their fire right and left 
as they dash along at full speed. And it must be confessed 
that for a chaparral skirmish, or an " np and down and cross 
over light" upon house-tops, such as that of the third day at 
Monterey, the Eangers have few superiors. Centaur-liko, 
they seemed to live upon their horses ; and, und6r firm and 
prudent leaders, were eflcicnt soldiers, especially for scouts 
and advanced post-service, where the necessity for uninter- 
mitting vigilance left them no opportunity for indulging in 
the mad-cap revels and marauding expeditions for which 
they are somewhat celebrated. 

Before the end of August, all the regular troops were 
en route for the interior ; and intelligence was receiyed from 
General Worth — who bad taken possession of Oerralvo — that 
the enemy was in force at Monterey, and would probably 
stand siege. Upon this. General Taylor determined to lose 
no time in moving forward the volunteers, and bringing the 
matter to an issue of arms. On the 38th, the subjoined or- 
der, decisive of the long debated question, " which of the 
new regiments and brigadiers will Taylor take to Monterey ?" 
was published.* We of the Pirst Ohio regiment were much 

* Orders | Heail-QiuitleTS, Arnai of (kcapatunt, 

JVc loa. ) CaB!orgD,iM^us(S3, 1816. 

1. The limil«d means of transporlation,aiid the uncertainty in regard to the sup- 
plies thol may be drawn tiom the theater of operatiot^a, intpoaes upon the com- 
manding general the necessity of tailing into the iield, in the fiisl instance, only a 
moderate portion of the volunteer force now under Ills orders. 

2. In addition to ihe mounted regimenla from Teiaa, four regiments of volunteer 
infantry will be held ready for the march, constitulaiig two brigodea and one divi- 
sion, to bo I'ommunded by Major General Buller. The 1st Kentucity, and 1st Ohio 
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rejoiced at our good fortune, and heartily condoled with those 
less successful and loudly lamenting men, who, after coming 
so far to share in the glory of a campaign, were compelled, 
by " the limited means of transportation," to remain for weeks 
and months inactive upon the malarious plains of Oamargo. 
. The reader will perceive, from Order No. 108, that the four 
regiments of infantry, comprising General Butler's division, 
were reduced to a strength of 500 men each. These, witli 
the two regiments of Texan Horse, constituted a force of 3000 
volunteei-s, which, with about the same number of regulars, 
invested Monterey, The allowance of transportation lor the 
march, were as ibllows: 

regiments will form the first field briEude,unJerllie command of Brigailier General 
Hamer; the lat Tennessee and the Mississippi regiments, will tbi'm the second 
field brigade, to be eommanded b; Brigndier General QuitmaD. 

3. Tlie regiments designated will be reduced to s sirenglh of bOO men each, ex- 
clusive ot oiEcers, by leaving behind all sict and disabled men, and all who sbnll 
not be deemed capable of undergoing the feitigues and privations of the campaign. 
These selections will be made under the direction of Major General Butlar, in the 
iirsi, and ihe brigadier generals in the second divisions — aboard of medical officers 
being convened in nil doubtful cases. It is for the good of the service, and the repu- 
tadon of each regiment, that the Eelecdotis be rigid. 

4. In announcing the above arrangements, the commanding general feels that he is 
disappointing the hopes of many regiments and superior officers, who looked for- 
ward to a participation in the campaign. But tliejr will see that he is controlled by 
the neoeaaities of the case, and that it is impossible to gratify the wishes of all. 
The selections have been made solely willi a view to promote the interests of the 
service, and Uie Bucceseful proseoution of tho war with present means. The gener- 
al hopes, that after penstradng the country, and ascertaining its resources, he shall 
be able to bring forward other corps now unavoidably left in the rear. 

5. The volunteer regjmeats.remaimng at djis place, will be temporarily brigided 
for iiislruclion and camp service. The 2d Kentuciiy, and iid Ohio regiments com- 
ing under the command of Brigadier General Marshall, and the other regiments or 
battalions, under that of Brigadier General Pillow, the command will be exercised 
by Major General Patterson, or, in his absence, by the senior brigadier general, 
who vrill take measures to institute a rigid system of police ond discipline. 

By order of Major General Ta-tt.ot! ■, 

W. W. S. Eltes, 
Assistuni Adjutant General. 
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To each division and brigade head-quartera, 1 wagon. 

To the Held and staff of each regiment, 4 pack mnlea. 

To the officers of each company, 2 " 

To every eight non-commiseioncd officers, 

mnsicians, and privates, 1 pack mule. 

Three wagons in addition were assigned to each regiment, 
one for the transportation of water, and two for such artides 
as could not be packed on mnles. 

Such was the small force and limited means of transporta- 
tion with which General Taylor took up his line of march for 
the interior, and which he was careful to place upon record, 
in a communication, dated September let, 1846, to the gov- 
ernment. But doubtful as the result then seemed, his bold 
advance, tinder the circumstances, had a show of confidence, 
which, if it did not intimidate the enemy, at least inspirited 
our own troops. In conseq^nence of the short allowance of 
mules, a great amount of baggage had necessarily to be aban- 
doned at Oamargo. But no complaints were heaivJ on that 
account ; indeed, tho troops selected were all too glad to go, 
to stand upon the manner or order of their going. Such was 
their enthusiasm, that they would cheerfully have marched in 
their shirts alone, rather than have missed tho fandango^ as 
they facetiously termed tho anticipated battle at Monterey. 

Taking advantage of our wants, a number of native horse- 
dealers daily visited our camp, offering mustangs and mules 
at prices previously unheard of in that region. These leather- 
dad jockeys were the most arrant knaves I ever encoun- 
tered, and, in selling their animals, rarely failed to sell the 
purchaser also. The wild, half-broken mustangs generally 
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i in a short time to their native chaparral, for, " the 
Unicom conld not be less willing to serve thee, or abide by 
thy crib ;" or, if detained by strong baiters, were often claim- 
. ed by other Mexicans, who had doubtless shared the purchase 
money with the vendors. In the prevailing desire to concili- 
ate the inhabitants, and live up to the Proclamation, these 
false claims of ownership were, in many cases, recognized 
upon the bare assertion of the claimant, and the property 
restored ; perhaps to be re-sold and re-elaimed again by the 
same villainous confederates. Indeed, it was ascertained that 
one notorious rogue had sold the same mustang to iive dif- 
ferent persons ; the animal having escaped from each succes- 
sively, and been re-captured by the same lasso. The writer 
himself can not deny having been victimized by these 0am- 
argo cheats. After purchasing two mustangs — both of which 
disdainfully curled their noses at the wholesome oats given 
them, and finally, breaking from their pickets, disappeared in 
the chapari'al — I determined to invest in mule flesh. My 
speenlation in that article, however, was equally unfortunate. 
Shortly before our departure for Monterey, a Mexican brought 
a fine mule to my quartei-s, which I immediately bought. 
After tying the money carefully in his pocket-handkerchief, 
the fellow departed, politely wishing me mnch luck with the 
mule. He had haixlly got out of sight, before another som- 
brero-covered wretch hastily approached my tent, and with 
wcll-fcigned excitement, claimed the animal, averring, as 
usual, that the other Mexican had stolen it from him. Un- 
derstanding the game, I declined to give up the mule until 
the thief (ladfon, as he kindly termed his connti'yman and 
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colleague in guilt,) was brouglit tack to the camp for punish- 
ment. Upon his expressing an nn-wiilingiieBS to aid in the 
arrest, I bade him adios, upon which hint he vanished. I re- 
tained possession of the mule until the army reached Oerralvo, 
at which place I received an order from head-quarters, through 
a Colonel K,, of Texas, who had charge of the mule train, to 
transfer the beast to him, for the use of the quarter-master's de- 
partment, to which, it was alleged, the mule had been hired by 
some Mexican, who claimed to be its owner. As I sought no 
explanation of the ti'ifling, though not unprovoking affair, I have 
never learned by what evidence the gentlemen at head-quar- 
ters satisfied themselves that the right of property was vested 
in Mr. Insolent Eanchero ; and I have mentioned the inci- 
dent simply to illustrate the character of the border Mexi- 
cans, to show how, groundless were their many complaints 
of ill-ti'eatment, and how over careful General Taylor was of 
their rights, real or pretended. The writer is clearly of 
opinion that his government is still indebted to him for the 
value of the mule aforesaid ; and, (between us, good reader,) 
if the practice of allowing compound interest upon musty 
old claims, comes to he generally recognized by the Treasury 
Department, our investment may not prove to he such a bad 
one, after all ; especially if we keep our mule out of Con- 
gress ibr a half century or more. My companions were of 
course much diverted at the result of the matter, and really 
I could not but admire the shrewdness displayed by the Mexi- 
can jockeys, in hiring the animal to our government, since 
they well knew that its claim would at once outweigh that 
of any individual officer or soldier. General Ampudia'a 
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pi'odaination * of Angust Slet, threateniug death to all tJie 
natives who continned to traffic with the Americans, did not 
distress us very much, after our deahEge with the Oamargo 
people. Before leaving Oamargo, the business of these 
horse-traders was broken up, in our quarter of the camp at 
least, in an amusing manner. A party of them having 
entered our lines one afternoon, were for some time quietly 
permitted to exhibit their horses and horsemanship, in which 
last they possessed consideraHe skill. Their greatest feat, 
and one which they practiced most, was that of bringing 
their animals from the most rapid stride to a sudden halt. 
This, which was properly esteemed as a great accoinpliah- 

*The /bllowiug is a copy of Ampudia's bulletin, which, Jaa Gen, Worth re- 
marked in his leilerfrom Cerraivo, Iraiismittiug it to Tnylor,) " ia iiigeniouB, and 
weli calculated through the cleigy, to operate upon the fears of the ignorant Mexi- 

" Consideiing that tlie hour has cams for taking energolic nnd timely measures 
to free the deportment of the Eost from Anglo -American rapacity, and that by the 
laws of notions oiid ef war, every Irailnr to Iiis country, or spy of the enemy, 
should suiier the penalty of dcatli ; and, finally, considming that it is my indispen- 
sable duly to oppose B barrier to the torrent of eyila cnuaed by tlie contraband ttoffio 
which has been carried on in tho most barefaced manner with tile usurpers of our 
Bocred territory, in virtvie of the powers confided upon me by exisling lows, 1 have 
determined to decree : 

"1st. Every notive or foreigner, who of liia own accord, shall give aid direct- 
ly or indirectly to the enemy, shall be shot 

"2d. Those who, after the publication of this decree, shall continue to tralSc 
with the enemy shall suffer the penalty stated in the preceding article. 

"3d. The authorities of every branch of the public administration will lake 
care, strictly, and under tlie most rigid responahilily, that these provisions he punc- 
tually fulfilled. 

" 4lh. This decree is intended to produce action among (lie people, since all citi- 
zens have the right, and are under obligation to denounce any infracliiin of it, and 
to apprehend the criminals in older to deliver them up to the judicial authority ; 
and, that it may reach the notice of all, and that none may allege ignorance. I 
order it to be published and circulated among all to whom it belongs, to see that 
it be faithfully executed. 

"Given at Head-Quarters, Monterey, August 31, IMS. 
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ment, by a people mnch addicted to JtaUmg and dodging, 
tliey were cnaHed to do by means of a ring-curb that is uni- 
versally used. After the usual preliminary display had taken 
place, the natives, by preconcerted arrangement, were gradu- 
ally sun-ounded by all the soldiers of the regiment not on 
duty. One of the volunteers — a famous wag — then mounted 
a barrel, and announced to the crowd that he proposed to sell 
at auction, "for the benefit of whom it might concern," the 
collection of live-stock before them. He invited particular 
attention to it as the most miserable assortment of spavined, 
sore-haoked and s?toulder-8hotten mustangs, mules and Mexi- 
cans, ever seen in any market ; and humorously added, that 
possession would not be guaranteed unless strong Ttaliers 
were used upon either the animals or their thievish riders, 
ttipecialh/ the latter. During the delivery of these and other 
preparatory remarks, the Mexicans — profoundly ignorant of 
their meaning, and wondering much at the position and mer- 
riment of the Americans — were either watching the speaker, 
with looks of astonishment and alarm, or peering anxiously 
around for some avenue of escape through the crowd. 

The volunteer auctioneer, familiar with all the cant phrases 
of the horse-market, then proceeded with admirable spirit 
and wit to sell the animals, some by measurement and others 
even by the pound, "Commissary weight." This innocent 
fling at the Commisaariat was received with great applause. 
He pleasantly commented the while upon the various quali- 
ties of the stock ; now insisting that the ponderous ears of a 
certain ugly, brown mule, indubitably proved his " Andrewl^u- 
sian blood ;" and again, swearing that a shabby, little gray 
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pony was a noble steed, indeed, a perfect Tartar, and wottld 
carry any ambitious gentlemen as far as Montezuma's Ilalls, 
to the tunc of 

" Yuiikte Doodle eame (o town, 

Upon a Utile pony," elc, etc. 

At this scene in the farce, some of the grave-looting Mexi- 
cans could not refrain from joining in the general laughter 
caused by the song and comic action of the auctioneer, ■who, 
while he saog, continued to saw with his right hand upon an 
imaginary fiddle in his left. Thus the sale progressed amid 
much lively and good-natured competition in the crowd sur- 
rounding the kicking mustangs and braying mules. Not the 
least diverting part of the affair, was the dialogue that fol- 
lowed the sale of each animal, between the auctioneer and 
purchaser, concerning the terms of payment, and which gen- 
erally resulted in the granting of credit for some indefinite 
period, or tlie acceptance of a draft on the Mexican Treasury, 
At the conclusion of the sale, the auctioneer remarked, 
that, — " flattered by the unexampled patronage ho had re- 
ceived, and encouraged by the animated condition of the 
market, he would shortly invite the attention of the public 
to a small invoice of excellent donkeys or rather to so7ne 
small donkeys in excellent voice, soon expected to aiTive 
from the chaparral." With these words the wag descended 
from his stand; the crowd dispersed, leading away their 
purchases to their quarters, and followed by the excited Mexi- 
can owners, who now began to comprehend, though they 
did not seem to relish the joke. After playing for some time 
upon the fears of the avaricious jockeys, their animals were 
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restored to them, and they left the camp under whip and spur. 
Nor did they again yenturo to traffic within our lines. As 
to the promised invoice of asses, it may be added that the 
Bale was not allowed to take place upon their amval, inas- 
much as those musical little beasts were daily employed in 
transporting needful supplies to the camp. 

On the 4th of September, General Hamer's brigade crossed 
the San Juan, preparatory to marching on the 6th. The 
weather was intensely hot, and wo anticipated a thirsty, 
dusty, and fatiguing journey. We had, I think, but one rain 
during our stay at Camargo, but that was a memorable one. 
Though it " overcame us like a summer's cloud," it neverthe- 
less excited our special wonder. It occurred one sultry after- 
noon in the latter part of August, when the sun was low in 
the west. Sitting in the shade of our tents, and looking 
toward the east, our attention was suddenly aiTOsted by a 
dark cloud that was unrolled from the heavens, like the 
drop-curtain of a theater, and which completely shut out tho 
distant landscape. It advanced rapidly, and we soon per- 
ceived that it was one of those showers, peculiar to the tierra 
calienti, which are concentrated in a single drop, — a mass of 
water from earth to sky. Their force is soon spent, but most 
nnluclry is the ti'avcler on whom they chance to fall. This 
cloud began to discharge itself not far from us, and swept 
directly toward the camp. Kainbows were playing upon its 
broad surface, giving it the appearance of a vast and beauti- 
ftil curtain of variegated silk, shaken by the winds ; while 
the sound of the falling water as it broke upon the earth was 
really terrific. It steadily approached, every moment hecom- 
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ing more fearfni and audible, nntil, like a thousand horse 
" thickly thundering on," it swept over our camp with a 
force that almost crushed tlie awe-strnck sentinels to the 
ground. In a few moments the storm was o'er, the cloud 
had snuk into the bosom of the earth, and the last glancing 
raya of the sun shone upon a scene of bright ti-anqnility, as 
well as upon (to quote the immortal Mantalini) some "domd, 
damp, moist, uncomfortable bodies." 
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OHAPTEE V. 

Akeiebos. — Packing ihe muies— The mnrch cotnmenced. — Tiiala of ilie first 
day, — CeiTalvo.— Aetorin. — Muslaiilfer jc— Oi'dera for continuing Ite tncrch. — 
Description of the country. —Matin. — Tiie enemy seen and heard from. — A 
stampede. — l-'rossing a stream. — A donkey going down Blorii foremost,— San 
Francisco. — The nrmy arrivee before Monterey. — Eoeampa at Sanlo Domingo, 

Thbkm are two very good roads from Oamargo to Monterey, 
on both of whieli it was supposed that a sufficiency of water, 
beef, and corn, could he obtained for the marching force. 
To avoid any inconvenience, however, and doubtless, for 
other good reasons, General Taylor decided to advance 
columns on both routes. The mounted troops were sent up 
the valley of San Juan via China to Marin ; while the in- 
fantry pursued the more westerly route, by way of JWier and 
Oerralvo. From Camargo to Cerralvo the army marched by 
brigades ; tlience to Marin by divisions. At the last named 
place the entire force — horse and foot — united, and moved 
in one column upon Monterey. 

On Sunday, September 6th, the 1st brigade (Hamer's) of 
General Butler's division commenced its march and arrived 
at Oerralvo, a distance of twenty-five leagues, on the follow- 
ing Thursday. The first day's march was the most weary 
and painful of tlic campaign. No soldier of our regiment 
will over forget his sufierings on that unhappy day. Hoping 
to reach the first camping gi'ound before noon, the tents had 
been struck, baggage packed, and every thing got in readi- 
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iiess lit dawn. But it was not tmtil tho sun had been up 
sevei'al honrs, that the muleteere made thyir appearance with 
the animals assigned to our brigade. 

The mules of Mexico have always been usefully employed 
in its domestic commerce, and, indeed, appear to be all-sni- ■ 
ficient carriers. Like the camels of Arabia, they are pecu- 
liarly adapted to the country and primitive condition of their 
masters. But to persons, fresh from a land in which all the 
many wonderful inventions in art and science are made sub- 
servient to the wants of man, a pack-mnlo is almost as great 
a curiosity as a battering-ram, or any other relic of a barbar- 
ous age ; and accordingly we contemplated with some interest, 
the little animals, as unbridled and with most provoking and 
mnlish nono/talcmce^ they sti'ayed slowly toward us from 
their pasture in the chapan-al. Each of them was covered 
from neck to tail with a huge, arching saddle, of itself no 
light bm'den, upon which was to be packed a. load of from 
three to four hundred pounds. One of the mules was laded 
with ropes of bide, to be used in fastening the pacta. To 
another, the most staid and venerable member of the drove, 
was attached a bell. He enjoyed the honor of leading the 
train, and of carrying the large, smooth stone, upon which the 
drivers crush corn for their frugal meals o^ pcm-ds-maise. 

The muleteers were stout, athletic fellows, and the most 
uncouth, as well, perhaps, as the hardiest class in Mexico ; 
where the mixture of various races haa resulted in the pro- 
duction of some strange looking specie of the genus homo. 
Their features and those of the rancheros generally, are large, 
but less prominent than tisose of our Indians ; their lijis, 
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thick ; their faces, emooth ; and their coarse hair, liko their 
eyes, black. Their frames are short and thiclt-set, and seem 
to be made of sinew and muscle. With gi-eat ease they en- 
dure fatigues which we northmeii, even when seasoned to 
the climate, scarcely equal. A few tortillas (cakes made of 
corn, coarsely bruised by hand, with an infusion of chili and 
lime) and a gourd of water, will sufEice the arriero for a day. 
If a little mnscal or a lew cigaritas be added to his allow- 
ance, he is perfectly contentetl. He seems to desire no other 
bed than the bare ground ; and if rains overtake him at 
night, he will shelter himself beneath one of his large aemi- 
cylindrical pack-saddles, the thick wood and leather sides 
of which, being bullet proof, make an excellent barricade in 
the common event of an attack by banditti. His dress con- 
Bists of a short, close-fitting leather jacket, ornamented often 
with rows of buttons ; and wide bueksldn or dirty, white- 
linen trowsers, open and flaring from the ankle to the knee. 
The foot clothing consists of sandal-shoes, fastened with 
rough thongs — stockings being a luxury enjoyed only by 
some of the towns-people. The heavj', hand-made, party- 
colored blanket, peculiar to the country, is an indispensable 
article of apparel, and is at all times fastened about the 
shoalders. In bad weather it is unrolled, the head thrnst 
through the opening in its center, and its ample folds allowed 
to fall gi-acefully around the body. This, with the wide- 
brimmed sombrero, enables the wearer to defy the storm. 

Our arneros, as if to make amends for their long delay, 
proceeded to pack with commendable celerity and skill. 
"Walking rapidly through the camp, they flrst examined the 
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amouQt and character of the baggage. They then dlvideci it 
into as many heaps aa there were mules, each one being a 
cawgo^ or load ; taking care at the same time to place eucli 
articles to^rethei as \vculd baKnce well npou the saddle. 
This accomplished, the mnles were bought up to leceive 
then Lnrdcni) , which were jrat on by two men woilnng on 
opposite sidLS of the inimil Tho larj;est artidi-'', Lundles 
of tents, bands oi boxe'5, were first Jaahed to the sides of 
the siddlc thtn upon those the rest of the loid was piled, 
forming i ndj^e high above tlie bicl. the bulk ot the burden 
being often mncli gieitei than the anini'ii beneith it Each 
article ■was securely fastened by cords pissing around it, and 
croa&ing under the bod} Tht, men on eithci sid^ bracing 
theip feet agiinst the thidi, lowci edge of the saddle, and 
with the rope m their hands, would throw thcni'seiYts back 
hoiizontall}, and jerk and pull nntil the psor mule fairly 
groaned with tlie pits&me. A iew young and restive animals 
were only made to receive their packs patiently, by the ap- 
plication of a bandage, which the drivers earned for the pur- 
pose, to their eyes. The business of packing completed, 
the sage and distinguished wearer of the bell, carrying a few 
measures of corn and the primitive jnill-stono before men- 
tioned, was led off upon the road. The train obediently fol- 
lowed the well-known sound ; while the muleteers walking 
on flank and rear, urged forward the slow and lazy with their 
peculiar " Mst ! Mss I " 

Thus, after a vexatious detention of many hours, we com- 
menced in the noonday heat, our memorable march. Con- 
sidering the debility of our men, conseqnont upon recent 
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aiuknesa, tlie inactivity of camp-Hfo, or long eonfluement on 
transports, I was prepared to witness much suffering on the 
route ; but owing to the late hour of starting and the scarcity 
of water, it was distr^sing and lamentable beyond all expec- 
tation. Our route lay through dense chaparral which, being 
a little higher than onr heads, shut out eveiy refreshing 
bi-eezG ; and the dust, which -was anlilc deep, hung in suffo- 
cating clouds over the iwad. The vertical rays of tlie aun 
fell like iiery arrows upon the colnmn, and bo heated the 
burnished metal of our accoutrements, that it could not be 
held in the naked hand without pain. The heat was indeed 
almost intolerable, as the parched tongues of all momentarily 
united in asserting. Even the sable descendants of Ham — 
the servants of officers — drooped beneath it like blasted 
blades of corn. Before one third of the day's march was ac- 
complished, our then inexperienced soldiers had consumed all 
the water in their canteens ; the contents of which, at later 
periods, they learned to make suiSce for an entire day. Un- 
fortunately no supply of water had been, placed in the wagons, 
set .apai't by General Taylor's order, for its transportation, 
it having been supposed that the canteens would hold enongh 
for the first short march ; and had we been able to start in 
the early morning, we should perhaps have escaped that 
ai'id thirst. Many brief halts were made, and parties sent 
out on the flanks to seek for water. These were all unsuc- 
cessful, and the search but added to the fatigue of the ex- 
plorers. After the first disappointments, the men marched 
silently forward, determined to brave the trials of the day 
with becoming fortitude. Tor some time, their great and in- 
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creasiijg agony was endured with calm resignation. Many, 
whose scorched throats scarcely granted utterance, endeav-' 
ored to cheer the weak with hopes of speedy relief, which 
they, themselves, hardly entertained, Onr skillful, sympa- 
thizing, and attentive surgeon (Dr. GLamberlyn,) passed to 
and fro among the ranks, distributing pills, cordials, and 
otlier needful tonics, with which a mule, led by tlie hospital 
steward, was laded. Thns onwai-d, still onward, with feeble 
steps, staggered onr poor, nncompiaining fellows ; all hoping 
to reach water at every turn or descent of tlic road, if only 
in some foul mud-hole. 

At length, when about two-thirds of the march had been 
effected, witli much pain and suffering, yet in tolerable 
order, a solitaiy i-ancho was descried a short distance in ad- 
vance. The foremost troops hastened toward it with excla- 
mations of gladness, for there, indeed, we might hope to find 
the much desired beverage ; to us, tnily, the precious a<iua 
vit(B. Ah 1 deceitful hope 1 transient pleasure ! The house 
was deserted, and tlie well contained not " a drop, to moisten 
life's all gasping springs." Each man as he aiTived, has- 
tened to ga^ into its hateful depth, as if unwilling to believe 
the sad report of the first comers ; " the well is dry ! " What 
heart-sickening intelligence to those, whose veins seemed 
swollen with liquid fire ; whose dusky skins and mouths 
wore dry and crisp as ashes I Even at this distant period, 
the recollection of my own sensations causes some slight 
aridity in the region of the jagular. The acclimatizing le- 
ver — as the surgeon termed tlie fever with which I had long 
been daily harrassed — had seized me with renewed violence 
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early in tlie march; and when we halted at tlie well, the 
blood was "boiling like lava within the glowing caverns of 
the heart." A hundred strange visions floated through the 
heated brain. Vivid and tantalizing pictures of bubbling 
springs and limpid streams weJl known in joara long gone 
by, were again present to the mind. Then the wandering 
thoughts successively recalled all the honible scenes of dis- 
tress arising from thirst, which they had ever contemplated ; 
from the notable case of that eei'tain rich man who, "in hell 
lifted up his eyes, being in torments," to the latest naiTative 
of shipwrecked mariners casting lots for each other's blood. 
And when from the crowd around the rancho, there broke 
forth some expressions of pain and disappointment that 
could no longer be subdued, the mind reverted to the wan- 
derings of the Israelites, their thirst, and their murmurings 
against Moses in Kephidim, and to the rock in Horeb 
smitten by the rod. Bnfc the age of miracles was past I 
'Twere vain to sigh for that rock and rod, or to expect relief, 
save by additional exertion. All complaints were soon 
hushed, and the column again put in motion. For another 
half hour it continued to drag its slow length along amid a 
silence that was broken only hy the melancholy rattle of 
empty canteens. Then, when we were not more than a mile 
or two from water, occurred some touching scen^ of human 
miseiy. Here and there, the weakest men began to i-eel 
from the ranks. Sinking upon the i-oad-side, they declared 
that their strength was spent, and that they couid go no fur- 
ther. Some were stdl helped fonvard by their stronger com- 
rades, while others, whom no words of hope or fear could 
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movej begged to be left to their iate. With these, threats 
and persuasions were alike ineffectual, such was their indif- 
ference to danger under the pressure of present pain. Soon 
all order was lost. The two regiments composing tJie bri- 
gade were mobbed, and the stragglers from both increased at 
every step. Had we been attacked at the time by a reeolnte 
enemy our troops would inevitably have been cut to pieces. 
This distressing and discouraging march was lengthened 
about two miles, for the want of competent guides to direct 
ns to the usual camping-ground, which was near a large 
pond, and some distance from the main road. In our igno- 
rance of the locality, the leading companies pjissed it and 
were compelled to retrace their steps. Upon reaching the 
water, many noble fellowB, alter satisfying the cravings of 
their own thirst, filled their canteens, and hastened back to 
administer to the wants of theii- weary and straggling com- 
rades. Hot more than half of the column reached the camp 
before dusk. The i-emainder came in singly, or in small 
parties, at various hours of the night, and but two of our 
regiment were repoited "absent, and unaccounted for," at 
roll-call on the following morning. Those two unfortunate 
absentees ne^er afterward responded to their names, and 
their fate has often been to me a matter of anxious interest. 
It appeared tliit they hid kit their company by permission, 
during a shoit hilt early m the journey, to look for water. 
Failing to letuin as sodu is expected, their captain supposed 
that they hid wandered bicl. toward Oamargo; but they 
nevei- repoiti, 1 themseh Cb at that post, or elsewhere, bo tar as 
we could ascertain. 
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Sncli was orii' Kist day's march, upon the many painful in- 
cklents of wliich I have forborne to dwell. Much censure 
was lodged at the time against those who conducted it, but 
as I think, rftther unjustly. Prudence should perhaps ha?e 
suggested the employment of the wagons alloweil for the con- 
veyance of water; hut I presume it was supposed that the 
length of the inarch (about five leagues) scarcely rendered it 
necessaiy. The late hour of starting, the unusual (even for 
that climate) heat of the day, and the physical debility of 
many of the soldiers, no human sagacity could have prevented. 
Under ordinaiy eireomstanccs, the same men could, and fre- 
(piently did march witli ease, twice the distance in less time. 

The second da.y we suftered less from thu-st, and having 
started early, reached our camp before noon, without much 
fatigue. The country passed over was level and dry, but, in 
many parts, well siipplied with mesqueet wood, and grass, 
Near onr encampment, \vhich was upon the banks of a deep 
and roclty ravine, one of our soldiers diseovei-ed a mineral 
spring, the water of which nearly I'egembletl that of the Blue 
Ijek, in Kentucky. On the morning of the third day, tlio 
men, though still quite foot-sore, took the route with all the 
cheerfulness of gay and thoughtless youth, and made a good 
march— more than six leagues — before 11 o'clock, A. M. 
We ascended the brow of a hill, overlooking Mier, just as 
the sun pushed his broad disk above the horizon, and poured 
a flood of rosy light upon the white walls of that pretty and 
interesting village. We did not enter the place, for our road, 
the general direction of which had thus far been parallel 
with the ]iio Grande, after bringing us within sight of it, 
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inclined to the south, and led us into a more hilly and broken 
region. There, too, the mountains of Cen-alvo wero iirst 
discerned in the misty distance, their airy tops so softly 
blending with the clonda, 

'■ That lliH chealcd cyo 
Forgets or wliieh is earth, or wliich is heaven.'' 

On the fourtli day, we encamped by a dear and rapid 
stream, near Fontagnada, (in which village, en ^assmit^ we 
obtained some delieions dried figs ;) and on the fifth we en- 
tered Cerralvo, thus making as good time as the Eegulars 
who preceded ns. It waa gratifying to witness the improve- 
ment in the health and spirits of the ti'oops as we approached 
the monntaius. The tender feet of many unacenstemed to 
such lahorious exercise, hardened as they progressed, and 
each day added to their knowledge in the business of cam- 
paigning. In the j)ure streams of the upper country, they 
washed away their wasting fevers, and before reaching Mon- 
terey, were generally in escelleot condition for service. 
Amid subsequent toils and trials, the haixIahipB of the firat 
day's march were sometimes blithely recalled, and often 
served to assuage the severity of present privations, 

CeiTalvo IS a ^mihng little town, of about twelve hundred 
inhabitants, md is built chieflj of white limestone, which is 
quite abundant m the ULighboihood. The houses, as in all 
tlie Mexican towns «c siw, weie of the old Spanish style; 
with masMVC wills, flat cement roofs, and a few narrow, 
barred, and unglazed windowa The thick inside shuttei-s, 
substituted foi sisli, exclude both air and light. Though de- 
void of all ^lJ]ltcLtunl bciut\ they are not without their 
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advantages in a warm climate, and are quite comfortable 
(ioougli for such a people. A sparkling rivulet, freeli from 
the cooi receesea of the mountains, waters the town, and 
forms, ill ite passage through some of the gardens, deep, 
clear, and refreshing baths. One enclianting little spot I fre- 
quently visited, where tJie brook danced and sang through 
banks of flowers, shaded by luxuriant lemon and fig trees, 
the interlacing branches of which ofiared a welcome shade 
and screen to the bather. 

The country aromid OeiTalvo, except on the margins of the 
streams, appears to be veiy poor and stony. The stratified 
limestone lay so near tlie surface of the liill upon vphieh we 
encamped, that it was no easy matter to pitch the tents, the 
pins being broken or blunted in many attempts to drive them. 
Ill .consequence of this nnfoiiunate geological formation, our 
canvas was carried away by the first breath of a storm which 
broke upon us one night during our brief sojourn tiiere. Of 
all confusions confounded or confounded confusions, but few 
can exceed that caused in a large camp by higli and sudden 
winds, especially when attended by rain, A squall in the 
day-time is often sufficiently annoying, but when it occurs 
at night, when the frail tents are capsized in a twinlding, and 
the tightened ropes, and flying-pins arc made to lash and 
bruise the prostrate bodies of thousands of sleepers ; when, 
in an instant aroused from profound skimber, loose horses, 
kicking mules and swearing soldiers, are sent stumbling 
about among each other, tripping and falling over knapsacks, 
cooking utensils, and the many articles which the wind has 
also set in motion; wlmt pen can describe the scene ! "The 
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storm fieuds," as tlie poets aptly term certain imaginary 
gentlemen in the clonds, must enjoy the fun vastly as they 
ride by upon the blast. It would go hard ■with pussy and 
pufly old jEoIus, should he venture to make himself visible 
within musket range of these ludicrous and vexatious scenes. 
"What new dispositions were made at Cerralvo in our little 
army, will he known by a perusal of tlie annexed order ; 

Orders ) Head- Quarters^ Amny (f Oaevpation, 

No. 115. i Cerralvo, S&ptembev 11, 1846. 

1. As the army may expect to meet resistance in its further 
advance toward Monterey, it is necessary that the march 
should be conducted with all proper precautions to meet at- 
tack, and to secure the baggage and supplies. Fi-om this 
point, the following will be the order of march until other- 
wise directed : 

2. All the pioneers of the army, consolidated inio oue 
party, will march early to-moiTOW, on the route to Mann, 
for the purpose of repairing the road, and rendenng it prac- 
ticable for artillery and wagons. The pioneere of each divi- 
sion will be under a subaltern to bo specially detailed for the 
duty, and the whole will be under the command of Captain 
Craig, 3d infautiy, who will report at head-quartere for in- 
structions. This pioneer party will be covered by a squad- 
ron of dragoons, and Captain McCuUoch's company of ran- 
gers. Two officers of topographical engineers, to be detailed 
by Captain Williams, will accompany the party for the pur- 
pose of examining the route. Two wagons will be provided 
by the quarter-master's department for the transportation of 
the tools, provisions, and knapsacks of the pioneers. 
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3. The 1st division will march on the 13th, to be followed 
on succeBsive days, by the 2d division, and field division of 
volunteers. The head-quartere will inarch with the Isfc divi- 
sion. Captain Gillespie, with half of his company, will 
report to Major General Butler; the other half, under the 
lat Lieutenant, to Brigadier General Worth. These detach- 
ments will he employed for out-posts and videttes, and as 
expresses between the columns and head-c[uarters. 

4. The subsistence supplies wUl be divided between the 
three columns, the senior conamissary of each division re- 
ceipting for the stores, and being charged with their care and 
management. Tiie senior commissaries of each division will 
report to Captain Wagganian for this duty. 

5. Each division will be followed immediately by its hag- 
giige train and supply train, with a strong rear-gnai'd. The 
ordnance train under Captain Ramsey, will march with the 
2d division, between its baggage and supply trains, and will 
come under the protection of the guai-ds of that division. 
Tiie medical supplies will, in like manner, marcli with the 
Ist division. 

6. The roops will take eigiit days' rations, and forty 
rounds of ammunition. All surplus aims and accouterments, 
resulting from casualties on the road, will be deposited with 
Lieutenant Stewart, lelt in charge of the depot at this place, 
who will give certificates of deposit to tlie company com- 
manders. 

T. The wagons appropiiated for the transportation of wa- 
ter, will not be required, and will be turned over to the quar- 
ter-master's department, for general purjioses. 
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8. Two companies of the Mississippi regiment will be 
designated for the garrison of this depot. All sick and disa- 
bled men, unfit for the march, will be left behind, nnder 
charge of a medical officer, to he selected for this duty by the 
medical director. 

By order of Major General Tayloe, 

W. W. S. Bliss, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 

The small garrison mentioned, in the last section of the 
foregoing orders, was the only one left on the route. Among 
the siclr and disabled, abont one hundi'ed and fifty in num- 
ber, . who remained at this depot, was the captain of one of 
our German companies, "We had one Ii'iah and two German 
companies in the let Ohio regiment. AccoKling to Surgeon 
Ohamberlyn'a account, the captain, being sick with pleurisy, 
had swallowed in rather hot haste a quantity of mustard, 
which had been prescribed as a plaster. Though the condi- 
ment thus taken, internally and p&r se, proved as unwhole- 
some as unpalatable, yet it served to season a good joke; 
and it was even contended by some that it had saved the 
captain's life, inj^much as his unlucky mistake prevented 
him from participating in the battle of Monterey, where his 
gallant 1st Lieutenant was slain at the head of his company. 

On the 15th of September, the field division of volun- 
teers — General Bntler's — marched from Ccrralvo, and on the 
17th reached Marin, where the Eegnlars awaited our arrival. 
Nothing of unusual interest occurred between those places. 
General Torrejou, with abont a thousand horae, was con- 
stantly in front of our array, but distrusting his own strength. 
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or intimidated by our steady advance, he made no effort to 
arrest our progress, and contented himself -witli destrojing 
property likely to fall into onr hands. The road led u3 over 
a enccession of rongh and bare hiils, which, with the dis- 
tressingly hot weather, and the length of our column, in- 
creased at Cerralvo by the addition of Quitman's brigade, 
Webster's battery, and the supply train, rendered our prog- 
ress tediously alow. The coimtry, as far as Marin, presented 
a more barren and desolate aspect, though better watei-ed 
than tliat previously passed. Prom the summits of the 
thora and caetna-covered ridges over which we marched, the 
coup (Pml waa dreary and forbidding in the exti-eme. Far 
and near, whichever way we looked, the mountains, hills, 
and plains were glowing with the scorching heat of summer, 
a few narrow belts of gi'een foliage showing where the streams 
yet generously moistened the thirsty eai'th. The rancheroa 
were mean and scattered, and sometimes we diet not see a 
Mexican during the day's march. On the borders of the 
stream, we alone found theii* wretched habitations. The 
intervening wastes appeared to belong to the banditti, judg- 
ing from the many crosses erected on the wayside ; evidences 
that the land was guilty of many "an arch deed of piteous 
massacre." The country la, for the most part, bare of trees. 
This is its great and ever-prominent characteristic. The fig, 
olive, orange, and lemon, flourish in some locations, but there 
are no forests, and a few scattered palmettos alone show 
their tufted heads above the surrounding masses of chaparral. 
The traveler from the United Statea flnda himself contimially 
looking around, bat in vain, for the magnificent groves which 
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diversify and adorn tlie scenery of his native iand. In the 
vicinity of the ■water- courses, the student of zoology, orni- 
thology, or hotany, may perchance find something to interest 
hiui; but among the cheerless hille and plains that lie he- 
t\Teen the streams, there appears neither life nor beauty. 
The presence of an army, hastening to the conflict, did not 
materially enliven the dismal landscape. And yet, without 
paneing to seek its rationale, the idea most freq^nently pre- 
sent to my mind, when contemplating the country, was Us 
remarkable suitableness as a theater foT war. That deso- 
late district, overhimg by unclouded skies and burning snns, 
seemed to invite belligerent men to strife and caniage, as 
naturally as does the -well-rolled tnrf, the horse-race, or the 
ring, the ^vi-estling and boxing match. Sella, Tiorrida hella ! 
might rage with all her rampant furies there, tindistnrbed by 
a single tender appeal from the genius of civilization. There 
was the stage and al! the scenery for war's bloody drama. 
Enter armies, and the martial spectacle is complete. 

The village of Marin, said to contain a population of one 
thoiisand, is picturesquely situated on the edge of an exten- 
sive and elevated plateau. It commands a vast prospect in 
the direction of Monterey, and a charming little valley 
blooms at its feet. Into this we descended, after marching 
thrODgh the village, aad directed our steps toward a silvery 
stream whose murmuring waters, as we approached it, filled 
our hearts with delight. With what "luxuriant joy and 
pleasure unrestrained," did the weary men stack arms upon 
its grassy hanks. For an hour or more after halting, none 
of the usual camp labors were performed, and all ]-osigned 
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themselves to the bliss of rest in such a spot after a toilsome 
march, Offieers enjoyed their cigavs in olio Gum dignitate, 
while tlic men, reclining in gi-oups, chatted raerriiy with each 
other, or were quietly engaged in bathing their swollen and 
heated feet in the cool ripples of the brook. In good time, 
however, fcenta were pitched, fires kindled, and ^lards posted, 
the rustic deities flying the spot as Mars asserted his sway. 

Those who have seen large bodies of troops in the field, 
can not have failed to observe how rapidly and strangely 
rural scenes are transformed by encampment. There is, 
perhaps, some favorite landscape which you may have 
known from childhood. Let yonder army, whose banners 
and bayonets you desay in the distance, approach and halt 
iipon the familiar spot, the artillery on that broad hill-side, 
the cavaliyin the plain, and the infantry down by the stream, 
and along the skirts of the silent and shadowy woods. In a 
brief half-hour an extensive camp is established with a celer- 
ity, quietness, and precision, that recall the story of Alad- 
din's lamp. Eows of tents arise as if by enchantment ; these, 
with batteries, wagons, horses, fires, arms, and men, so meta- 
morphose the scene, that your eyes wander over it almost in 
vain for a single familiar object. 

Soon after encamping at Marin, we learned that tlic ene- 
my's corps of observation had been seen leaving tlie town as 
our pioneers approached it. The absence of any hostile de- 
monstration during so long a march, had indneed many of 
our impatient young soldiers to discredit the report that tliere 
was a Mexican force in our front. A lance-head, found in 
the road, was the only "sign" which om' Texan scouts had 
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discovered until reaching the vicinity of Marin. Tiie intelli- 
gence, therefore, that a considerable body of the enemy iiad 
actually been seen, and bad even halted on one or two occa- 
sions to exchange shots with our van-guard, satisfied the most 
incredulous. When, raoreovei', they were kindly informed 
by copies of a Prociamation, * which the enemy, befoi-e 
evacuating Marin, hai.1 indostriously scattered about the vil- 
lage, that one Pedro de 4iapudia, and certain battalions 
with long and formidable -Jooking names at least, might be 
found at Monterey ; all were happily agi'eed that a fight 
would be the sequel of the march ; and, full of confidence in 
their brave old General and in themselves, regaixled the ca^j- 
tnre of the city as unfait acoomple. 

While our army lay at Cerralvo, 1 had heard it stated that 

the Mexicans intended to fight us at some favorable point on 

the route ; no one seemed to know exactly where. But as 

we afterward marched to Monterey withont opposition, I 

• " ARMY OF THE NORTH. 

" Minleiiiy^ SepH^ier 15, ISJfi. 

" It is well known ihat liio war oan'ieii on against ihe repul)Uc of Mexico, by 
tie United Slales of America ia injUBt, illogal, and Auti-Chiistian, for wliidi rea- 
eoii DO one ought to contiibnte to it. 

" Tlie federal government having iieen happily re established, a large number of 
battalions of tho national guard in the States of Coahuila, Ban Liiia Potosi.tiuana. 
jaata, TaoatEcas, Queretoro, and olhors, are ready to be on tlie field and fight for 
our independence. 

" Acting according to the dictates of honor, and in compliance with what my 
country eipects of mo, in the name of my government, I oHer to all individuals 
that will lay down their arms and separate themselvea from the American army, 
seeking protection, that they will be well received and treated in nil the plantations, 
fai-ras or towns where they will first nnive, and assisted fur their march to the inte- 
rior of the republic by all the authorities on the road, as has been done with ali 
those that have passed over to us. 

" To all thoae that wish to serve in llie Mexicati atmy, their ofiiccs will be con- 
served and guaranEeed. Pedeo de Ajitudia," 
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continued to regard the statement as one of the many ground- 
leas rumors of the camp, until recently informed by the Mexi- 
can history of the war, that General Ampudia at one timo 
liad decided to leave Ms intrenchments.* My surviving 
companions in arms will unite in regretting the counsels hy 
which he was induced to change his plans ; for, if on the 
beautiful plains around Marin, he could have advantageous- 
ly employed " his well-appointed and numerous cavalry," he 
would there also have enjoyed the pleasure of witnessing 
some judicious combinations on oor part ; and have received 
gi'atis, a few "West Point lessons, which he might have turned 
to good account in his subsequent professional career. But 
the Mesic.m General, it seems, was oven'uled by hisj^jWenil 
chiefs of brigade, wlio doubtless entertained a lively recollec- 
tion of the manner in which our light artillery was handled 
at Palo Alto, and so — knowing that we brought no siege 
train — determined to await the issue behind his walls. A 
wise conclusion certainly, since from the advantageous posi- 

*"He (Aitipudia) decided to receive the iiivodera bI Mnriii, by availing himself 
in tha movement of his well-appointed and numerous cavalry. In the event of a 
reverse lie still had a point of defense in Monterey. The advantages which the 
country fioni Papagallos to Maiin afforded, and other circumstancea, conllrmBd his 
hopes. With tha object of adopting this plan ha called ajMnia, compiled of the 
chiefs of brigade. In it he espoused the project, and it was perceived that in 
Monterey could be counted, iejomii ilie corps already vteittioned, the 3d and 4th Light, 
3d of the Line, the active battalions of Agua Calientee, Qneretara, and San Luis 
Folosi, (if infantry; and liie regiments of Guaniyuato, San Luis and Jalioo, of 
cavulry. 

" Generol Mejia answered to the project of Anipudia, that he was ready to exe- 
cute it, bat the answers of ibe chiefe of brigade not being equally satisfactory, frus- 
trated the plan. It was then agreed to prosecute the fortifications of the first line, 
and to undertake the second or interior intrenchments, and to so distribute the 
work that all could labor with indefatigable strength. . The enemy, with their 
characterisfic energy threatened us with a sti'ong indication of a quick advance." — 
Mfxican " Notss of the War." 
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tioii of the enemy, do the scenes at Monterey, which I 
shall presently attempt to describe, derive their sangninary 
coloring. The same numhers, in a fair, open field, could 
scarcely have withstood the first charge of onr impetuous and 
enthusiastic battalions. 

At Retreat, at sunset, on the evening of om' aiTiyai at 

Mann, the following orders were read to the troops, from 

which it ■will be perceived that the OKler of march was 

prudently changed as we approached the point of resistance ; 

Orders, i Read- Quwrters, Army of Oc<nipation, 

No. 119i Carrvp near Marin, September 17, 1846. 

1. The corps of the army will march to-morrow in the 

direction of Monterey. The following will be the order of 

march ; 

The advance, consisting of MeCulloch's and Gillespie's 
companies of rangers, and a squadron of di'agoona, will 
march at 5^ o'clock. The pioneer party will be hrol^cn up, 
and the pioneers will return to their regiments. 

Tlie 1st division will march at 6 o'clock, followed imme- 
diately by its baggage and one half of the ordnance train. 
The Itead-quarters will march with the 1st division. 

The 2d division will march one hour after the 1st, followed 
in like manner by its baggage, and the remainder of the 
ordnance train. 

The 3d division will march one hour after the 2d, followed 
by its baggage and the general supply train. The rear 
guard to he composed of two companies of regtilai's, one 
from each division, will follow the supply train, and close 
the march. 
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3. lu case the Texan voluiiteei'a, under Major General 
Henderson, elionld arrive in time, tliey will be thrown in 
advance, except four companies, which will form tiie rear- 
gnard instead of tlie infanby above indicated. The dragoons 
in that case will march with the first division, ¥'our men 
from Captain Gillespie's company will be attached to each 
of the rear divisiona^Sd and volnnteei-s — to be employed as 
expresses, etc. 

3. The habitual order of battle will be as follows : The 1st 
division on the right, the 2d division on the left, and the 
volunteer division in the center. The chiefs of divisions will 
organize sucb reserves as they may deem necessary. The 
altovo oi-der is not invariable, but may be controlled by tlie 
nature of the ground. 

l?y order of Major (jenera! Taylor, 

W. ^V. S. Bmy, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 

At dawn ou the :18th of September, the slumbering camp 
was aroused by the gay notes of the reveille from drum and 
bngie. In a fe\v minutes, the thousand tents which had 
checkered the verdant little valley disappeared, the morning 
meal was eaten, and the foremost troops began to cross the 
sti^eam and march toward Monterey, still eight leagues dis- 
tant. It was an animating spectacle, that gallant little army 
of oure, prising boldly forward to the mountain peaks that 
had long guided our steps, and which stood like giant senti- 
nels around the city that was soon to rock and ring with the 
shock of coi]tending arms. But doubUesa there were some 



ead countenancee and heavy hearts among the villagers, who, 
from their lofty situation, watched the column as it nncoiled 
from tlie valley, and stretched, like a huge serpent over the 
hills, I'ai' away to the south-west, a moving cloud of dust 
told the position and progress of the advance corps. For a 
long distance, the road could be traced by the bright bayo- 
nets that heaved and flashed like breaking waves, over the 
dark, green thiclceta, while near at hand, battalions and bat- 
teries were wheeling successively into column, as prompt to 
execute, as to hear the loud, quick words of command. 

Hamer'B brigade being the last to march that day — the 
brigades of the volunteer division led by turns — we did not 
get in motion till 9 o'clock. Just before that hour, and 
while the companies were standing at ease, awaiting further 
orders, a fat, greasy-looking Mexican, mounted upon a little 
sway-backed mule, came galloping up the valley toward us. 
Though the animal wsm goaded to the top of its speed with 
whip and spurs, the rider yet continued to use hm arms and 
legs 80 industriously, that it was evident that his progress 
was not satisfactory, or at all equal to his notion ot the 
importance of his errand. As he drew near, it was per- 
ceived that the man was badly frightened. The mule, too, 
seemed to participate in his master's fears, and was hon- 
estly doing his petite possible in the race. To the many 
questions, in mingled English and Spanish, with which he 
was greeted as he came within ear-shot, his only reply was, 
" Canalesl Canales ! "* jcleped at eveiyjump, as he dashed 

* The llama o( a paiusaii leader of some celebrity niuong thfi border Mexicans, 
EU(l who, according W their many and coiiilicimg tmiiorB, waa vhiquiums. He 
owes the iieivBpapcr notoriety ivliich he gained dutiiis; tlie war, more to diB extra- 
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tlirongh tliu camp, and splashed across the stream, Dot paus- 
ing for explanation, in his anxiety to place as many trooiis 
as possible tiitween himself and the dreaded pnreiier, 

Onr dnimmei-s immediately beat "to the color,"* and the 
companies ran cLuickly into line. Those who had hei'Otot'ove 
complained of their tedious position in the rear, then 
rejoiced at being in the post of honor. All were anxious for 
an encounter mth the much talked of Oanales, the Eayard 
of tlie Gi-easers, and eveiy eye was turned in the direction 
whence the flying Mexican had come. Soon the tramp of 
hoi'ses, and the clatter of arms, infoimed ns that a large 
mounted force was rapidly approaching. A few moments of 
ansiona interest and nnbroken silence ensued, terminating 
not, as all expected, in the shouts of angiy defiance that 
'hung npon eveiy tongue, but in cheers of friendly welcome, 
as the advancing party was recognized to be the Texan regi- 
ments oi' Colonels Hays and Woods. They passed ue at a 
rapid trot, to gain their position in thecolnm.j. The terrified 
Mexican, not knowing that the principal part of onr cavalry 
was advancing on the lower or China road, had taken Gener- 
al Henderson's brigade for the ti-oop" of Canales, an inter- 
view with whom, he, being a muleteer in our service, rea- 
sonably supposed would not be very agreeable just at that 
time. 

otdiiini-y fear with which his name inapiind eorae of the country people, and the 
!]y[jcr))olical rs]H-Gsentationa of our letler-wriling corps, than to any success us a 
s'uiTriUu. Ab, for a long time after our arrival in tiie country, we had only 7ieard 
.i'MniiKuiialmiietofSimoiiine, Ihad begun to regard Senor CEiinles aBa"man 
in bHi!kraro,"anrl every Mexican Eccount of his nudaeily and courage aa a mare 



H,..|<d-,y Google 



WJi EKACn SAN HBANCISOO. 131 

Tho army marched five leagues on tlie 18th, and before 
dusk had encircled, with its camp, the little village of San 
Francisco, which, liiie all othei-s on our route, was nearly 
deserted. During the day, the men traveled merrily and 
hrisldy, their ardor increasing at every step which brought 
them nearer to the foe. The jest and repartee flew rapidly 
from rank to rank, and the songs were more frequent and 
vociferous. The few old campaigners, in the regiment, had 
already taught their young comrades some merry, marching- 
ballads, the measure of which chimed well with the swinging 
route step. Thus they went on, laughing and singing, over 
hill and plain; and, in the light-heartedness and unconcern 
of youth, exti-acting mirth from every trivial incident or 
accident of the march. Of course, in such a campaign, 
laughable as well as lamentable events were of frequent 
occurrence ; and the former, by afi'ording amusement, served 
to lessen the fatigues of duty. A scene, so ludicrous that it 
has not yet escaped from my memory, was witnessed between 
Marin and San Francisco. It was one of those that should 
be seen to be enjoyed; and which the pencil of Hogarth or 
Cruikshank coidd describe more faithfully than the pen of 
Dickens or Thackeray, 

In the progii^s of tho march we came to a creek, or rather 
what our western woodsman call a swale ; the boggy banks 
and muddy bottom of which had been much cut np by the 
trains in advance. It was a sluggish stream of disgusting 
mire, which the wheels aud feet of preceding battalions bad 
scattered far along the road, causing it to look, as a sergeant 
remarked, "like the slimy track of an airay of mud-tur- 
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ties." A short halt waa necessarily made, in order that the 
men might cross as comfortahly as possible, during which 
the companies snccessfiilly passed over uader a lively cross- 
fire of wit and ridicule, drawn forth hy the litUe accidents 
which befell many in the foi-d. One of the first to scramble 
np the opposite bank, was a stout, good-natured son of the 
Emerald Isle, who possessed a full share of all those quali- 
ties which have given the Iiish a deservedly high reputation 
as soldiers in all quarters of the globe ; for what land has not 
witnessed their constancy and courage? After attempting 
to shake ofi" the brown mud that incased his legs, he turned 
and shouted to those behind : " Ah ! my jolly chaps, ye'll 
all be Quakers by the time yez get through that swate bog- 
hole ? " Then, after another survey of his nether integu- 
ments, " upon me sowl, it's as lovely a drab as ever was 
dyed!" "Oome on, boys," he continued "never fare the 
Ked Say ; sure, and was'nt it the Israelites thimsilves that 
made yer pantaloons ?" This alliision to the Jew tailors of 
Cincinnati — who, it was supposed, had taken in some of the 
companies in their clothing contracts — and the idea that any 
such saving virtue as that insinuated, should linger in their 
threadbare garments, convulsed all with laughter. A short 
man, whose uniform was exceedingly ragged, waded the creek 
at my side, holding to my stirrup-iron, while I carried his 
musket. He, less fortunate than his long-legged comrades, 
was plastered from waist-belt to brogans, usque ad nauseam. 
On taking his gun he remarked : " that's first rate mud, sir 
it's patched all the holes in ray trowsers." But the odor, 
I suggested, might not be quite as agi-eeable as that of spring 
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flowers. He laughingly replied that ho thought it would not 
be so bad when it became dry, and with great good humor 
turned away to take liis place in tlie ranks. 

Among tlio foremost to reach the stream was the bugler of 
one of oar flank (rifle) companies. He had obtainwl a 
donkey somewhere and somehow on the route ; one of tlie 
most deformed of its ugly species. Its head was nearly as 
large as its body, and supported a pair of ears that the 
prince of asses or of darkness might have envied. The little 
animal was quite a pet with the men, and had been made to 
play a part in many comic scenes. It was unusually lively 
and musical withal, and seldom failed to lend its melodious 
vocal aceoiupaniment to the instrumental performances of 
its master. The wa^ of the regiment pretended to rcgai-d 
it as the chief musician of the corps, and to incense the 
drum-major, sometimes offered mock obedience to its bray. 
This wonderful production of the animal kingdom the bugler 
had been permitted to ride during the march, much to his 
own satisfaction, and the amusement of others. When near 
the bank of the muddy creek, the donkey " smelt a rat" — a 
mnskrat, perhaps, in that situation— and halting, suddenly 
braced himself back in the usual manner of his stubborn 
race ; and which graceful attitude was understood to signify : 
"here's one donkey that won't go it." Without pausing — in 
the words of a popular comic song — " to give him some hay, 
and ax him to go," tlie rider, by the prompt application of a 
stout cudgel, compelled him to enter the water and advance 
a few steps from the shore. While in that situation, one 
of the heaviest men in the battalion mounted behind the 
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nmsician, aod humorously insisted upon being ^^ioted" 
acvoss. Tde little animal, already overladei^, sank deep in 
the mire under the additional weight, and becoming seriously 
alarmed, stretched its head toward the dry land and brayed 
both loud and long. In vain did the merry bugler coax, or 
the soldier en croupe, prick with his bayonet. The beast of 
Balaam was not more immoTeable, The predicament of the 
pet donkey, naturally enough, elicited many amusing remarks 
from the men, as they waded across. " Well, Bob," said 
one to a comrade, " I always did admire music on the water, 
and that ere jaeliass is a full brass band— A^ is," Another 
haihng the bugler, politely desired to be informed "whether 
he intended to run all night ? " A third ventured to toll him 
tliat if he wished to stop, he could do so by " pulling the 
strings." The hind quarters of the poor animal were, by 
this time, setting rapidly in tlie bog, while its ears stuck out 
like the masts of a stranded ship. " Twig him now," 
shouted some one, "he's going down stem foremost," 
" Throw your guns overboard ! " "Talie to the life boats!" 
and many other such exclamations were made by the crowd. 
The bugler's donkey was finally brought over, as were the 
wagons, by dint of much laborious pushing and pulling. 
After a general scraping off we again moved forward, and 
though halting "to noon" at the village of Agua Trio, 
reached camp at San Prancisco before sunset. 

Such scenes as that I have attempted to describe, often 
enlivened our march to Monterey ; and toward the close of 
it, the regiment was in excellent health and cheerfully en- 
countered every labor and di£6culty. To our young troops, 
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even the dangere and the duties of the serviee had a romance 
in them that was particnlarly fascinating. Owing to the 
ahsence of sufficient means of conveyance, or the negligence 
of the rear-gimrd, many tenta and much private l>aggage — 
mine included— had been left hy the muleteers at Oerralvo ; 
and it was not until many days after the battle of Monte- 
rey that we recovered them. My friends made themselves 
merry over my misfortune, especially as they knew that the 
mule which I had purchased at Oamargo had been claimed 
for the public service, and probably had aided in the trans- 
portation of their own baggage. But I had remaining a 
good saddle-blanket, and as the ground was dry and the 
weather clear, suffered no great hardship. 

The scenery, which daily became more interesting and 
charming, was an ever-present source of pleasure to some of 
us. Before reaching Marin, the raad, deflecting to the west, 
had brought us almost imperceptibly into a broad valley 
which was inclosed on the one side by the gigantic Sierra 
Madre, and on the other by the Oerralvo range. The moun- 
tains, first seen from Mier, floating like clouds in the dis- 
tance, now reared their bold and nigged peaks far into tho 
sky, showing 

These massive palaces of nature increased in hight and 

grandeur as we advanced ; the gorge or pass through the 

Sien'a Madre, at the mouth of which Monterey is situated, 

expanding as we approached, daily, almost hourly, disclosed 

new beauties to the eye. 

"Thus, from afer, eoch (lira- discovered scene, 
More plBflsiiig seems, thnn all the pnet hath befin." 
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The mountain scenery of Northern Mexico is singularly 
striking and grand. The Sierra Madre chain diffei'S from all 
that I have seen, in the abrnptnees with which it rises, like a 
vast wall, fi-om the bosom of the plain. And a most suita- 
ble boundary it is, for the wide and wild expanse that lies 
between it and the coast. The great Appalachian range of 
the United States, having its feet buried in numberless broad 
and high-rolling hills, does not so fill the eye or the heart. 
TTnlite our mountains, too, the Sierra Madre wears no forest 
drapery around its majestic form; a few pines and cedara 
alone fringing its summit, or crowning the pinnacle of some 
jutting crag. Yet the rough, weather-stained rocks upon its 
sides, deeply set in moss, and half overgrown with shrubs, 
vines, and the bright-flowering cacti, make it a beautiful 
object, and one which the lover of scenery will ever "clasp 
firmly in the mind's embrace." I have gazed upon it at all 
hours and seasons, and always with increased delight. View 
it when you will — and 'tis ever attracting the in/using eye — 
cither when night melts into morn, and the growing light 
disrobes it of the cloudy garment it sometimes wears ; when 
glowing at midday in the soft light of eerenest skies ; when 
twilight lingers o'er its craggy sides, "beautiful as dreams of 
heaven;" or when the silvery moon, at evening bright, 
walks o'er its dewy crest; it is always grand and enchanting. 
Even now, it rises before the mental vision, its towering 
peaks and richly tinted slopes looming through the mellow 
haze of that entrancing climate like a shadowy specter, called 
up by some magician's incantations. 

At San Francisco, after taking a hearty supper, composed} 
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as usual, of coffee, bai-d biscuit, and tough beef, (the stereo- 
typed bill of fare, to which sometimes was added a kid or 
chicken,) a friend and myself climbed upon the flat roof of 
one of tlie village houses, to enjoy the view and evening 
breeze from the mountains. The prospect was an agreeable 
one, and amply compensated us for all the bruises and 
scratches attending the ascent, caused hy thrusting the hands 
and feet into the holes which Mexican m^ons leave in 
the outer walls, as the only means of reaching the roofs of 
such buildings. The surrounding country was flat and 
uncultivated, slightly descending toward the Sierra Madre in 
our front. We turned our eyes in that du'ection, hoping to 
obtain a glimpse of Monterey, knowing its position between 
the now prominent Saddle and Miter mountains*— peaks 
which had long been to our march, as the cloud to the path 
of Israel. But the advancing shadows from the Sierra, and 
the dense foliage of the shallow valley in which it is situated, 
concealed it from view. In the gardens and streets of the 
hamlet, and in the few green fields around it, lay our army, 
just then busied with the last labors of the day. On one 
side of us were the quiet and sytematio blue-clad soldiers of 
the old line ; on the other, the gay and rollicking volunteers, 
diverse in their uniforms as their states. Many of these last 
seemed unusually merry, and little thought or cared for the 



* These lofty mountains, jutling irom the main range of the SieiTQ Mndrc, flank 
thecitfon iha east and west, and oblain Iheir nameH from the very atro.ig reEem- 
blance which theirpeaks respsetively benr to the deep-aented Spanish saddle, and 
a Bishop's miter. They are correctly and beautifully repreaenled in the lithographed 
views of Montsi-ey, taken from pictures by that accomplished arliat, Captain Whit- 
ing, of the 7lh Infantry. 
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morrow, on which Bomo of them were to make their last 
march on eartli. 

Though the hostile armies were then almost within Bound 
of eacli other's cii-ums, the Mexicans continued to practice 
their policy of "a ma,9terly inactivity," and had evidently 
concluded, rather than get into any disagreeable scrapes, to 
let us have car own way. An invading army in the United 
StateE, I take it, would have fared somewhat less comforta- 
bly. The boasted light cavalry of Ampudia, must have been 
composed of apathetic and most unenterprising fellows, or 
methinks they would have preferred a dash into our lines, 
some pleasant night, to the dull amusements afforded by the 
fondas of Monterey. Though there were many favorable 
positions for ambuscades along our roate, yet nothing more 
formidable than the natural difficulties of roads and climate 
harassed our march ; nothing more alarming than the howl 
of greedy wolves disturbed the repose of our camps. These 
animals, by the way, are very numerous throughout the 
country, and were induced, by the savor of our mess-pans, 
to give us frequent serenades. They are very bold, too, and 
gi'eat pests to t!ie shephoi'ds and herdsmen. I have occa- 
sionally seen them at dusk, prowling within the suburbs of 
large towns, a temerity encouraged by the absence of a rural 
population in Northern Mexico ; for there, the whole couutiy 
without the walls of the viUages, is surrendered to the beast 
and bandit. The season was exceedingly propitious for both 
these animals. The robber accepted a pai'don from his gov- 
ernment, and took, in addition to his plunder, the pay of a 
guerrilla; and the wolf not only obtained an annsual share 
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of oXj mule, and horee flesh, but many a human corse fouiul 
its way into his rapacious maw. 

At sunrise on the 19th of September, General Taylor with 
the mounted troops marched from San Francisco, followed, 
at intervals of an hour, by the three infantry divisions. The 
Older of maich being the same as that of the previous day, 
wy were again in the rear. We had scarcely lelt the village, 
when a caunon-shot was heard in the dii'ection of Monterey. 
Every man inbtantly, and almost involuntarily, stopped to 
catch the sound. It was the first hostile gun many of us had 
ever heard, and for the moment arrested every word and 
thought. 

" But haik ! iliBi heavy Eoimd breaks in imcii nioiv. 

As if the clouds its echo would repeat, 

And nearer, clearer, deadlier, than before 1 

On! oh! it is— it is [lie cannon's opening roDr!" 

The first solitary and rather indistinct report was soon fol- 
lowed by the unmistakable booming of distant wtiliery, 
whicii rolled, on the morning breeze, far over the wide- 
spreading plain. "Column, forward! Quioh — march!" 
shouted the chiefs of battalions, and away the men went at a 
stride which kept the mounted ofHcers in a trot. Every heart 
beat high with new and strong emotions, and the most desir- 
able enthusiasm pervaded the various companies and regi- 
ments, as they dashed, with their rattling aceoutermenfs, 
through the chaparral, like a swollen and angry torrent 
through some mountain glen. All supposed that the 
advance guai'd had encountered the enemy in force outside 
the city walls, and, knowing the value of minutes on such' 
occasions, wo pressed forward for some miles at the greatest 
speed compatible with order. The heat and extraordinary 
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exertion were beginning to tell upon the men, -when a 
dragoon — hia lioree covered with mud and foam — came dash- 
ing to the rear, to inform ua that the firing was from one of 
the Mexican forts upon General Taylor and the Texan troopa, 
v/ho had ventured within range of the enemy's guns. 

This intelligence allowed a most -welcome halt, after which 
the march was renewed and finished at a more comfortable 
pace. The road, as we approached the city, had been mnch 
broken up by the enemy, and in some places flooded by the 
damming of littie streams that crossed it, so tiiat the soldiers 
were again compelled to push the wagons through the mire. 
Tiie army encamped in the beautiful grove of Santo 
Domingo, two miles from Monterey. A slight elevation, 
about midway concealed the city from our view. This 
dolightfnl camping-ground was erroneously called, by the let- 
ter-writers, "the Walnut Springs."" The grove contains 
perhaps more than one hundred acres, and is composed 
chiefly of live oak and pecan trees, whose spreading boughs 
arc thickly covered with the funereal drapery of Spanish 
moss. It is watered by many clear, gushing springs, the 
raoistiii'e of which has probably caused the remarkable 
growtii of forest trees, so imcommon in that country. The 
shade and water it afforded, made it a charming spot — ^just 
the place, indeed, in which to refresh a travel-worn army for 
battle. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

The reconiioiaaiice.— Beantiful view of the city and valley of Monterey.— Desciip- 
lion of the fovtifieationa.— Worth's division sent to SalSa" tJie Sallillo road, and 
attack the western defenses,— Skirmiah with the Mexicnn cavnity.— The action 
of SanJeronimo.—Divisiona of Twiggs and Butler advanced on the nortli.— 
Atiack of Garland's column upon the north-east corner of the city.—Its result, — 
Advance of Quitman's brigade.— The Teneria captured.— TJia Ist Ohio reffi- 
ment enters the town.— lis operations.— Charge of lancers.- The repulse.- Loss 
and gain of our army on the 3ist of September.- View oi Worth's operations on 
the 21st and ^. — The highta are stormed, and the castle carried. — The Mexi- 
cans retire upon their second line during the night of the 22d. — Street lights on 
the 33d.— The eapiiulolion of the 34lh.— Taylor's letter vindicating it.— Ampu- 
dta's proclamation. 

The city of Monterey derivee jts name from the Condo de 
Monterey, one of the earlier Spanish viceroys of Mexico. It 
is the capital of the State of Nueva Leon, and the most 
beautiful city in tho northern section of the republic. Say 
the Mexican historians of the war*—" The houses of Mon- 
terey arc sufficiently iiandsome. Buildings of hewn stone, 
streets regularly intersecting, specious plazas, and a cathedi'al 
of magnificent architecture, A river, clear as crystal, flows 
on one side of the city, on whose borders there are romantic 
rural cottages, and gardens viith thick foliage. The city from 
its origin had enjoyed repose ; even the civil revolutions had 
many times spared it, sacred to the frontier. After tho mis- 
fortunes on the Bio Bravo, the whirlwind of war menaced 
it closely, and the inhabitants anticipated the grievous and 
monrnful conflict," Situated in a fertile valley, in the midst 
■• " Notes of the War," p. G5. 
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of lofty and picturesque mountains, nature has invested it 
with many charms, and blessed it with that mild, dry, and 
salubrious climate, common to elovated inteiii-opical locations. 
The city is said to contain a population of twelve thousand. 
It exhibits no evidences of prosperity, and is chiefly sup- 
ported by the wealthy landholders of the department, who 
from social or political considerations have established their 
residences within its enchanting precincts. It has no manu- 
factures, and but few shops. The hustle of business is seldom 
seen, tbe noise of mechanics' tools rarely heai-d within its 
wails. Indeed, the modern Mexicans seem to be scarcely 
superior to the semi-civilized aborigines, in their knowledge 
of the useful or decorative arts. And, judging fom the 
aspect of the eountiy traversed in our march, they are not 
even as well instructed in agriculture as those mysterious and 
most interesting races who formerly possessed the land. 

As previously stated, the army encamped before Monterey 
. on Satm^day, the 19th of September. During that day, and 
most of the next, our engineers were engaged in reconnoiter- 
ing the city. So completely were its batteries, and the whole 
town, masked by luxuriant gardens and embowering trees, 
that but little information concerning its defenses could he 
obtained, though the reconnoisance was wonderfully exten- 
sive, at least one fifth of the inquisitive volunteers assisting 
in it. At the enlivening suggestion of a friend — " ye living 
men come view the ground, where you must shortly He" — a 
few of us, soon after our an-ival, had ridden down to the hill 
midway between the camp and city, and were surprised to 
find a great number of our soldiers already there. Some of 
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them were strolling far down the slope toward the citadel, 
■which, being situated just outside the northern suburb, was 
the only fortification distinctly visible. In the general desire 
to see that as yet unseen biped, a Mexican soldier, they iiad 
escaped from the camp, unarmed, and under various pre- 
tenses. The conduct of these men must have been no less 
surprising to the enemy, who were perhaps prevented from 
making a sally by the fear of some stratagem or ambuscade. 
In the event of a sudden onset of Lancers, the rash strag- 
glers, defenseless and on foot, would have been slaughtered 
to a man.* 

Of course the Texan brigade was numerously represented 
in such an adyenturous assembly, but the JRangei-s, being 
mounted on fleet horses, could in any emergency hare 
retreated safely to the camp. Like boys at play on the first 
frail ice with which winter has commenced to bridge their 
favorite stream, those fearless horsemen, in a spirit of boast- 
ful rivalry, vied with each other in approaching the very 
edge of danger. Eiding singly and rapidly, they swept 

' Tha IhoughllcKS raalmeeg of these men elicifsd the following older from head- 
Orders ( Head-Qiiarlera, Anmiof Occupation. 
Ko. 131. ( Cantji before Mimlerey,S^lembeTW,J^X 
The commanding general finds it neCBHsary lo condemn the practice which pre- 
tbUh, of Bmall, unarmed parties, and aven individnale, Btraying from the limits of 
the camp. No persons, except officera, or armed parties conducted by officers, will 
be suffered to pass the eslerior guards, and the eeveral comraanders will give the 
necesBnry orders to secure an observance of this regulation. Ad infantry picltet 
will be thrown out from the Isl division upon the Monterey road, at a distance of 
half a mile, whose duty it shall be to arreal all persons who may he found in that 
direction violating this order. 
By order of Major General Taylob, 

W. W. S. Buss, 
AssiBlant Adjutant General. 
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aronnd the plain under the walls, each one in a wider and 
more perilous circle than his predecessor. Their proximity 
occasionally provoked the enemy's fire, hut the Mexicans 
might as weU, have attempted to bring down skimming 
swallows as those racing daro-devils. While the marvelous 
ring performances of that interesting equestrian troupe were 
in progi-ess, the ai-tillcrists of the citadel amused themselves 
by shooting at the spectators on the hill. Eut the volunteers 
kept one eye at le^t upon the fort, and wisely scattered 
whenever they saw the flash and smoke rise from its battle- 
ments. The distance of the battery from the elevation on 
which we were, about 1300 yards, afforded sufBcient time for 
a change of position before the balls fell hissing to the earth, 
generally upon the spot where a group of men had been 
standing. The excellence of the enemy's guns, and the skill 
with which they were served, were the subjects of mingled 
admiration and regret. 

From the position we occupied, a magnificent prospect met 
our gaze. In the verdant valley before us, lay the beautiful 
capital of New Leon, sparkling like a gem in the bright 
beams of the evening sun. The houses of Monterey, cov- 
ered with a hard, white stucco that glistened like polished 
marble, were seen in glimpses through the acacia and orange 
trees of the suburbs, 

"Amid tba ahade of trees ils dwollings roae, 
Their level roofe with turretB set Ground, 
And battlemenla nil bumiakod white, which shone 
Like silver in the sunshine." 
In the rear or south side of the city, and at no great dis- 
tance from it, was the Sierra Madre chain, while on the 
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east and west rose those remarkable mountains heretofore 
described, now seen from base to summit in all their grand 
proportions. As we looked upon the refnlgent and beautiful 
city, reposing in the green valley, its charms coquettishly 
hightened by their partial concealment in the fragrant foli- 
, age of the gardens, the lofty and insolated Saddle and Miter 
mountains, along whoso sides floated many golden clouds, 
lite ships drifting upon a lazy tide, the whole scene was in 
sneh striking contrast to the conntry over which we had 
recently passed, that we seemed to have arrived at the very 
gates of Paradise. A paradise, alas 1 too soon to be con- 
verted into a Pandemonium. But with the roar of a hostile 
battery in our ears, we did not regard that lovely landscape 
with the calm delight of pacific and pleasnre-seefeing tourists. 
The imposing yet beautifal aspect of the city awaiting the 
combat, was viewed with feelings rather akin to tliose with 
which the keen huntsman, after a long and fatiguing pursuit, 
suddenly confronts some much-prized and formidable foe, at 
bay in its mountain lair. Its rare beauty and unexpected 
strength kindles anew the waning enthusiasm of the chase, 
and causes him " to hold hard the breath, and bend up every 
spirit," for the inevitable and doubtful struggle. 

Linked in the memory with onr first view of Montery, is 
one of those sublime and fleeting a;rial scenes, by which the 
heavens are often made to declare the glory of God and 
the firmament to show his handiwork, and whose surpassing 
grandeur appeals to " every thing that hath breath to praise 
the Lord." There is a deep and romantic mountain gorge 
west of the city, through wliich passes tlie road to Saltillo, 
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and the interior of Mexico.* Aa we lingered upon the hill 
to survey the dangerous charms of our fascinating foe, we 
Leheld a dense cloud far up the pass, rolling rapidlj down, 
lilfe an Alpine torrent, toward the city. It completely filled 
the gorge, and concealed in its massive folds every crag and 
shrub aa it advanced. It differed from the wonderful cloud 
we had obseiTod with so much interest at Oamargo, especially 
in the ominous silence attending its progress. Both were 
presented to our gaze about the same hour of the day, but 
that seen at Camargo, approaching us from the east, was 
brightened and adorned by the rays of the setting sun, while 
this, coming from the west, frowned darkly and fearfully upon 
us. As it advanced, it continued to rise and spread until it 
occupied the whole of the narrow valley through which it 
moved. The slanting rays of light from the west, piercing 
its tliin, upper folds, formed a foam-like creet upon the cloud 
cataract. It was a mute and magnificent representation of 
Niagara, The resemblance was more perfect when the cloud, 
reaching the mouth of the pass, encountered a strong current 
of air flowing parallel with the Sierra Madre, which, while 
holding it firmly within its mountain banks, whirled in wild 
eddies the heavy vapor at its base^ and scattered into mist 
the more elevated and projecting portions of the mass. Like 
some mighty host suddenly and impetnously assailed when 
marching in close column through a narrow defile, the broken 



* Through this gorge, which widens into the prettj' lillle valley of Santa 
CEloIina, is the only practicable route for wagons and artillery to be found in the 
whole range of the Sierra Madre. There is another pass through the rocky ram- 
part, many loagues to llie eastward, leading to Tula de TDiiinuHpas, but it is tough 
and prooi pi toua— merely a bridle palli. 



THE NIOIiT EEFOKE THE BATTLE. 147 

and tvnniiltiioiis cloud, imable to extend its front, was dis- 
persed as mpidly as it advanced. In this splendid spectacle, 
this combat of the elements, the deities of the air had im- 
parted to us a practical lesson in the art of war. 

Having loitered around the city until the glimmering land- 
scape faded from the sight, we galloped back to camp. It 
was a pleasant night, and 1 did not regret that duty called 
me to watch through ite witching hours. A solemn stillness 
pervaded the camp, when, soon after our return, I set out to 
visit the guard. Many of tlie men, whose tents had been 
lost on the march, were Btretched in sleep beneath the umbra- 
geous trees, dreaming, perhaps, of the kindred and country 
some of them were never more to see, A few individuals 
wrapped in their blankets were sitting or standing, silent and 
alone, their minds, it may be, occupied with dazzling and 
ambitious hopes of distinction, or obscured by gloomy pre- 
seutimente of the coming strife. As I groped my way among 
the many obstructions which then filled the grove, I came 
upon a party of ofScera who were discussing in low and 
earnest tones, the rumored result of the fii-st reconnoisanee. 
In a brief conversation with them, I discovered that they were 
ail greatly disappointed in the strength of the city, and 
anticipated a sanguinary conflict. One of them, a thorough 
soldier, asserted that any attempt to take the place without a 
battering train, would bo to convert tlie army into a forlorn 
hope. But dark as the prospect was, all had evidently deter- 
mined to triumph or die, and in passing the canteen, united 
in the sentiment, that a victory worthy of our arms and 
country might be gained at Monterey. The volunteers 
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being generally inexperionced in military affairs, yet having 
blind confidence in their Chief, had no idea that the means 
in our p{K8esBion were considered inadeqnate to the easy 
accomplisliment of the object in view, and I believe that 
most of them woald gladly have stormed at any hour, 

Bnt belligerent as man is said to be by nature, and anxions 
as all wore to participate in that most interesting of great 
events, a battle, yet, probably, there were but few persona in 
the anny who could regai-d with indifference such a trial as 
was then at hand. OfBcers liigh in rank, or occupying those 
fortunate positions which secure for them a favorable mention 
in the ofRcial reports, may see bright rewards glittering in 
the dark and dangerous future. In their ears, the weird sis- 
ters may whisper mystic promises of the Presidency, the 
Senate, and Foreign Missions. But life ia their stake also, 
and considering the responsibilities as well as the rewards 
attending rank and station, it is doubtful whether their 
minds are as much at ease on the eve of battle, as those 
of the nameless soldiers, abused in the particular, and 
applauded in the aggregate, who are destined to die unwept, 
or live unhonored. To all ranks, particularly to us raw volun- 
teers, the proximity of our enemy, and the certainty of com- 
bat, was strangely exciting. How anxiously did the mind at 
that hour contemplate the future 1 ITow busy, too, was 
memory with the past ! How ineffably pleasing to the 
aroused senses were all the works of nature then I For 
ourselves we would confess, that when emerging from the 
shadow of the wood, we entered the open, moonlight plain in 
which the guard was stationed, the earth and its, " majestieal 
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roof, fi-etted with golden fire," seemed more beautiful tlmn 
ever bet'oro. 

'•The balmiest sigh 
Wliidi vernal zephyrs breolhe in evening's em', 
Weie discord to the speaking quietude 
Thai ivrnpt the moveless scene." 

Tiie scene was, in truth, divinely calm and fair. Even the 
stern sentinels yielded to its influence, and like the radiant 
orbs above them, moved in solemn silence through the night. 
The large force assembled at the guard-station was Tinuetially 
(|uiet, and while the men stood leaning on their arms, ready 
for any emergency, the thoughts of many had doubtless flown 
through that pure, serene, effulgent air, back over the wild 
and thirsty plains of the tierra aali&nte^ across the wide and 
trackless Gulf, and up the great " Father of "Waters," to the 
loved ones at home. From that happy communion, they 
returned to inspire many a watch-worn and weary soldier 
with courage and mercy. 

The Mexicans, disinclined to night operations, permitted 
the hom-s to steal quietly on. Before morning had " dappled 
the drowsy east," or the 7-eveiUe had pierced the sleeper's 
ear, the army was stirring ; the blazing brcaldaat-fires dissi- 
pated the darkness of the grand old grove, and, though no 
orders for battle had been issued, the camp began to resound 
with the din of preparation. Soon the music of the distant 
church-bells floated sweetly and peacefully to our ears. These 
familiar sounds, it must be admitted, alone reminded some 
of us that it was the Sabbath ; for the fourth commandment, 
and indeed almost every other not contained in the " Army 
Eegulations," and " Orders of the Day," seemed to be gener- 
7* 
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ally ignored. Two Catholic priests were attached to our 
army, but what part they were insti-ucted to perform in the 
campaign is, to the writer at least, unknown. Quien sale ? 
Certainly they never, perhaps for lack of enconragement, 
olaserved the divine injunction declared by the Prophet whom 
tlie Lord knew face to face — "And it shall be,, when ye are 
come nigh unto the battle, that the priest shall approach and 
speak unto the people." If, s& some believed, their appoint- 
ment was designed by the government as a master-Bti-oke of 
policy, it deserves to rank with the admission of Santa Anna 
to the blockaded port of Yera Cruz. But whatever may 
have been the motives of the Cabinet in the matter, the 
worthy ecclesiastics were well received by the army, and 
ti-eated with due respect by the commanding general, who, 
milike the Constable de Bourbon, had no fear that men would 
say — " Taylor ia turned driveler, and ridea to war in com- 
pany with monka." * 

At an early hour on the 20th, (Sunday,) I had occasion to 
visit head-quarters, where I found the General sitting befoi'e 
his tent, as " calm as a summer's morning." I learned soon 
aiterward that an attack would probably not be made that 
day, and that the engineers under the direction of the gallant 
and accomplished Mansfield, were again bnsied with the 
reconnoisanco. The position of affairs at that period, as 
will readily be seen, was well calculated to inspire the com- 
mander-in-chief with the moat painful anxiety, Ko one, 



. Tha iGVerend gentlemen nlluded to, were Fathers McElroy and Eey. The 
fDmier, I believe, lemained at Matamoroa, bul ihe htlei- marched with us lo Mon- 
lerey, and was murdered hy the Mexicans Eoon after tlio capture of tJio city. 



H..i,. .,Coti<^le 



ariKiT oif thl; akmy. 151 

however, who observed the cheerful manner and determined 
mien with which he received his officers tliat morning, could 
s that the ttsual serenity of his strong mind was in the 
; disturbed. On the bold spirit of Taylor, difflcultiea 
I rather as incentives than discouragements to action. 
Doubtless, as at Palo A!to, he had resolved to fight the 
enemy, whenever, -wherever, and in whatever numbers he 
found him. His officers and soldiers were not slow to paiiiic- 
ipate in his courageous impulses and resolute spirit ; they, 
" beholding him, pluck comfort from his looks." But few 
doubted the issue of the approaching conflict. Situated as 
was our army, hundreds of miles from reinforcements, with 
a powerful enemy in front, a barren and hostile country in 
rear, it became absolutely necessary to beat Ampudia, and 
take Monterey, cost what it might, and so, " out of this 
nettle, danger, to cull the flower, safety." Why, after Con- 
gress had voted ample means to prosecute the war, our ai-mies 
in Mexico were so often placed in those fearful straits, from 
which their deliverance appeared to be almost miraculous, is 
a question that has frequently excited the attention and 
astonishment of the American people. The Executive depart- 
ment of the government being of course responsible for the 
conduct of the war, and the proper application of the men 
and money granted for its prosecution, has not tscaped cen- 
sure ; but a more charitable explanation of the matter, may 
perhaps be found in the great extent of the line of military 
operations, the difficulty of obtaining ti-ansportation, and the 
unceasing and wasting inroads of disease. However, many 
perplexing obstacles might have been avoided, and many 
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lives saved, had the prudent counsels of Winfleld Soott, 
heretofore alluded to, been heeded by the Cabinet. 

Ill order that the reader may Itave a better understanding 
of the battle of Monterey, it will be well, before entering on 
its description, to take a general survey of the fortifications 
of the enemy, of the position and strength of many of which 
we were not apprised until we received their fire in the prog- 
ress of the engagement. The outline of the city, as will be 
seen from the accompanying map, is nearly that of a paral- 
lelogram, the longest sides being on the north and south. 
The only elevated ground in its immediate vicinity that could 
be made serviceable in its defense, was the steep and bare hill 
of ilifiOiiapado^ rising from the western suburbs, and upon 
which the Bishop's C^tle and Fort Independence were situ- 
ated. Between this hill and a spur of the Sierra Madre, 
about six hundi-ed yards to the south of it, and which was 
crawned by the two forts Federacion and Soldada, runs the 
river and road from tiie Saltillo pass. The elevation between 
our camp and the city, already mentioned, could scarcely be 
termed a hill. It was merely a low swell of the plain, within 
good battering distance of the town, however. On this ele- 
vation our Mortar Battery, (save the marlc !) was planted. 
This formidable battery consisted of a single ten inch con- 
cern, which looked more like some old witch's soup pot, than 
one of those — 

" Morio! ensinee, whose rude tljtoata 
Tho iinmorlul Jcive'a dread cliimors couiitfirfeit." 

It proved perfectly useless in that position, and our old gray- 
haired chief of artillery, on observing how far short of the 
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city the lirst siieli exploded, gave it a coiitemptuo\is kick 
which almost sent it from the platform. 

Tlie fortifications of the exterior line on the north were, 
first, the citadel. It was a remarkably strong work, occupy- 
ing an ai'ea of two hundred and seventy yards stjuare, and 
inclosing an unfinished clinreh, which, in its solidity, like 
most others in Mexico, showed a military as well as a reli- 
gious design. Indeed, the chm-ches have been almost as 
conspicuous in the wars of modern Mexico, as were the 
" teoeallea," pyramidal temples of the aborigines, in the 
Spanish invasion. This fortress, standing just on the edge 
of the plain, commanded every approach to the northern 
subui'bs, which, thinly covered with humble dwellings, 
environed by luxuriant gardens, stretched from east to west 
the whole length of the city. Lotiy hedges, and rows of 
fruit trees di^'ided the^e suburban squares, whose dense 
Ibliage served to screen nnmei-ous parties of lurking sharp- 
shooters. A small stream flows between the city and this 
suburb. The Kaiin road, upon which we advancetl, and 
which is tiie principal tlioroughfai-e from the north, cross^ 
this stream, and afc once entei-s the city by the bridge of the 
Purisima, a substantial stone structure, defended by artillery 
and infantiy. All the streets leading in the same direction 
were banucaded at the stream, down to the edge of which the 
city is compactly built. To turn these works, therelbre, 
flanked by massive stone houses, full of troops, was out of 
the q^uestiou. And no prudent oflicer, advised of their 
strength and position, would assault them until he had 
probed in vain for a more vulnerable point in tlie enemy's 
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exterior Hae. Such were the defenses on tlic north side of 
the city. 

On the west were, tlie BisJi<yp''s Oastle, situated about 
midway np the rugged slope of the hill of the Obispado, 
Fort Independeneia, crowning its summit, and forta Fede- 
raoion and Soldada, on a spur of the Sierra Madre, south of 
the Saltillo road. These fortifications, with the citadel, were 
the only mUitary worljs observable from the plain. Naturally 
strong, and occupied by the enemy in considerable force, they 
seemed impregnable, and the troops selected to storm them 
were generally regarded as enfans ^m'diis.* 
. On the south and east, the walls of the city are washed by 
a broad and rapid river, which flows from distant and almost 
inaecessiMe ravines of the Sierra Madre. Its high and pre- 
cipitous hanks were defended by the redoubts, Za Teneria, 
Dialiolo, Lihertad, with other smaller batteries, all so con- 
nected by houses and ileehes of masonry, aa to form a con- 
tinuous line of defense on those two sides. In additon to 
these works of the first, or exterior line, commanding all the 
approaches to the city, there was a vast number of interior 
street fortifications. Every square was defended by barri- 
cades, some ten or twelve feet in thickness, and many of 

* These highla were, however, carried by Ganernl Worth's division, with such 
trifling loss, Ihnt maoy persons, auppOEing it tha weakest poini in the enemy's 
defenses, hnye auggeatcd ihat our whole army ahould have attacked on the west. 
Bat il was (nnturally at least) the strongest section of the Meiicnn line, and its 
cheap conquest is alike due to the admirabla strategy ol Worth, and to tlie extra- 
ordinary diversion, made in aid of hia c^rations, by the ardent traops ander Tay- 
lor, oQ the opposite side of the cily. Had the whole American array been thrown 
Upon tlie enemy's wealetn defenses, it must be considered that, instead of meeting 
tiiB garrisons only of the Ibtts stormed by Worth, it would certainly have encoun- 
tered Ampudia's entire force on the Obiepado hill. 
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them liaving embrasures for guns, while the flat roofs, eur- 
roaiided by high and massive parapets, mado each honse a 
fortress. At le^t ten thousand troops, regulars and citizen 
auxiliaries, with fifty pieces of artillery, held the town, the 
entire popnlation of which was animated by a spirit of deter- 
mined hostility. Tliey were fighting, as they believed, for 
all that could nerve men to the most desperate resistance. 

Eor the reduction of the city, thus fortified and defended, 
General Taylor had abont six thousand men of all arms. 
Unfortunately he had no artillery suitable for a siege. With 
the aid of a half dozen heavy guns, it is beheved that we 
could have taken Monterey in half the time, and with a tenth 
of the lives it eventually cost us. 

The following is a list of the corps comprising the Six 
Thousand. But few of them had more than half their com- 
t of men, and some had even less. 

First Division—G-EN-ERM. Twiogs. 

, „ , C^d Dragoons, 

3d Brigade, ^ ' 

^ ', , Eidgely's Bi 

Commanded by ■< ,, / 

■^ 1 3d Infanti-y, 

Lt. Col. Garland. , ^ ^, ^' 

\.4th Iniantry. 



ith Brigade, TBragg's 

Commanded by J 1st Infantry, 

Lt. Col. Wilson. I Baltimore Battalion. 

Secoiid 2)ivfsio!i— Geneeal Worth. 
Ist Brigade, f Duncan's battery, 

Commanded by J Artillery battalion, (serving as infantrj') 
Major Staniford. [ 8th Infantry. 

H Kd yCOOgIC 
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^, „ . , fMackall's battery, 

2d Brigade, v, T f 

Commanded by J ' 

Col. p. p. Smith. ^'""f""^' 

LBlanchard's Company of La. Volunteers. 

T/iird Division, Genekal Bqtlee. 

Brigade of i 1st Ohio regiment, 

Gen, Hamer, ( Ist Kentuety regiment. 

Brigade of f 1st Tennessee regiment, 

Gen. Quitman. ( Mississippi Rifle regiment. 

„ ^^ , C 1st Regiment Texan Eangers, 

Gen. Henderson. { , 

( 2d " " " 

Webster's battery {two 24-pound Howizers) let Artilleiy. 

It was evident from tlic first that tiiere would be a vigor- 
ous defense. The enemy made no petty sallies, or boastful 
displays of strength, but lay quietly behind their walls, 
awaiting the attack for which they were so well prepared. 
The greatest difflctilty, tliat of breaking the exterior line, and 
effecting a lodgment within the city, was to be encountered 
at the outset. That accomplished, the enemy's superiority of 
artillery would be no longer felt, and the rest of the work 
would be comparatively easy to our skillful troops. Had we 
possrased a correct knowledge of the Mexican works, there 
can be no question, it is presumed, but that a night attack 
would have been advisable under the circnmstanees. In the 
want of all reliable information, the battle promised, as 
indeed it proved to be, a headlong assault of infantry col- 
umns over an open plain, within full view and range of the 
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enemy's batteries. It has been remarked by a popular 
American bistorian that, " to defend walls, a body of sliarp- 
ebootiug militia may be as serviceable aa tbe oldest and best 
trained troops, bnt to attack them, requires that perfect disci- 
pline, and unyielding courage, which neither pain, nor death 
itself, can nnsettle or subdue." Yet courage and discipline 
alone will not always insure success in such contests. The 
assailants should have a snffieient weight of numbers to enable 
then), after deducting the loss necessarily suffered in the long 
charge, to overcome the force against which tbe blow is 
directed. 

By the reconnoissanee on Sunday morning, September 
20th, it was discovered that the enemy's defenses on the west, 
were not as strong as at first glance they had appeared 
to be, General Ampndia having placed a delusive confidence 
in the natural advantages ho possessed in that quarter. The 
commanding general at onco determined to seize the Saltillo 
road, by which route, on the day before our arrival, a Gon- 
ducta with a large amount of money and provisions had 
reached the garrison. The roads on the north and east were 
already ours, and our cavalry swept the intervening country. 
By this movement to the west, therefore, we should cut off all 
communication with the beleaguered city, except by the labo- 
rious foot-paths across the steep Sierra in its rear. Brevet 
Brigadier General Worth, whose splendid division, increased 
to a force of 2000 men by the addition of Hays' regiment of 
Eangers, immediately got under arras, waa instructed, " to 
endeavor, by a detour to the right, to reach the Saltillo pass, 
Ciftect a thorough reconnoissanee of the approaches to the city 
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from that direction, to cut off supplies and i-ciiitbicementa, 
and, if practicable, carry the hightB." 

The whole army united in commending General Taylor, 
for assigning this hazardous and honorable service to Worth, 
not only on account of the pre-eminent qualifications he 
pos3e^ed for it, but because it gave that distinguished officer 
an opportunity of healing his fame, which had been so 
"shrewdly gored," at the commencement of the war, Gen- 
ei'al Worth promptly and cheerfully accepted the important 
commission, with the remark, it is said, that it should bring 
Mm a "grade or a grave." He marched from the main 
camp at El Bosque de St. Domingo, at 2 o'clock, P. M., Sep- 
tember 20th, in high spirits, and at the head of one of the 
finest bodies of troops ever arrayed under the standard of 
the United States. A Mexican prisoner, mth a hempen 
cravat about his nedr, was led by the Texans as a guide. It 
whS hoped that the circuitous march of the division through 
tha chapaiTal would not be perceived by the enemy, and 
Generals Twiggs and Butler were ordered to display their 
conmiands in front of the city, in order to divert attention 
from tliQ seriously menaced point. This ruse de guerre, 
however, was unsuccessful. The large bodies of infantiy 
tbat were soon seen pressing up the bights to reinforce the 
gamson of the castle, indicated that Worth's movement had 
been discovered. Owing to the difficulties of the ground, 
and the eonsecLuent delay in making the route practicable for 
artillery, the division was occupied the wliole afternoon in 
its march from the camp to the pass. About dark, the Mex- 
ican cavalry, which had been favorably posted on the slope 



Tllli ilOJiNJNG 01? TUB TWENTY -FIRST. 159 

of the Miter mountain, ciiarged and forced back some recon- 
noiteiing detachments of the Texan regiment. After a brief 
sldrmish between tlie Lancers and Kangers, the inereaBing 
darkness compelled the division to halt, and bivonac for the 
night, just without the range of the battery of the Indepen- 
deneia. At nightfall also, the troops on the north side of the 
city were withdrawn to camp, leaving only the 4th Infantry 
upon the plain, to guard our famous mortal- battery, which, 
some crednlona individuals supposed, would, on the morrow, 
blow the enemy's citadel higher than the Saddle mountain. 
Thus terminated the operations of the 20th of September. 

A gentle shower fell upon ns in the night, pattering most 
melancholy music through our leafy camp. But the morning 
of the 21st was calm and clear. A fresh and balmy breeze 
played in the ti'ee-tops, and the sun sent many a warm and 
kindly glance through the long aisles of the majestic gi-ove. 
How many then beheld, for the last time, that most common, 
yet most magnificent and ever joyons spectacle, the opening 
of " the bright eye of the universe I " 

It was understood that General Taylor did not then medi- 
tate a serions assault, but wished to make a strong diversion 
upon the center and left of the town, to favor Worth's distant 
and detached entei-prise against the bights on the right. As 
soon as breakfast was eaten, the drums called to arms, and 
the regiments were quickly formed. One company was 
detailed from each to serve as a camp-guard. This, while it 
materially reduced our effective force, formed a corps of no 
great strength. Had there been any union or energy among 
the country people, they could, while our army was engaged 
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in a distant conflict with the city, have overpowered the 
guard and plundered the camp. The loss of our stores would 
have resulted in groat inconvenience and suffenng, if, indeed, 
it would not have placed the army Jiors du combat. 

A march of twenty rainntea brought us to the hill in front 
of the town, where our columns were deployed ; the Eegulars 
(Twigg's division) on the left of the line of batde, and the 
Volunteers (Butler's division) on the right. The order and 
calmness which characterized the movements of the former, 
were in striking contrast with the excited step and irrepressi- 
ble enthusiasm of the latter. A short time after our regi- 
ment had taken its position in the line, and while every eye 
was fixed upon the frowning citadel, whose time-worn 
towers were decked with many gaudy flags, a cloud of smoke 
was seen to rise suddenly from its walls. The next moment, 
ir broke upon our ears, and in the next, a 
r of round shot came bounding up the hill and crash- 
ing over oui' heads. Startled by this thrilling and unfa- 
miliar melody, tliis piercing "music of the spheres," our 
people, much to their subsequent amusement, made an 
involuntary obeisance to the volley as it hurtled past. The 
Mexicans managed the heavy guns of the citadel admirably, 
and their practiced artillerists had been wise enough to obtain 
the exact range of every part of the plain before our arrival. 
They had one long and excellent piece, mounted on the 
north-east bastion, which seemed to carry death in eveiy dis- 
charge. "That infernal barbette gun shoots like a rifle," 
said a friend to me, as one of its balls tluimped through the 
side of an orderly's horse, a short distance from ns. A few 
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men were killed and some wounded on the hill. Tlic sur- 
geons, wlio had ah'eady, with their nsnal proieseional non- 
chalance, displayed their glittering inetraments and bandages 
on the gi'aes a few yards behind the line, then commenced 
their merciful labore. It was remarked that, after the groans 
of the first Bufierers were heard, but few of the soldiers 
seemed inclined to commit the offense of Lot's wife. 

To describe the events of the 21st of September as they 
occurred, it should be stated that, even before oui' line was 
formed in front of the city. Worth had brilliantly commenced 
operations among the hills and gorgi^ on the right. Leav- 
ing his bivouac betbre "the blabbing eastern scout" had 
returned to advise the enemy of his movement, he had, at 
the hamlet of San Jeronimo, eneotintered the cavalry of 
Generals Komaro and Ton'ejon, covered by the batteries on 
the Lights. After a fierce conflict of fifteen minutes' dura- 
tion, the enemy was completely routed, and driven in disor- 
der up the pass, or compelled to take refuge among the 
mountains. The Mexican loss in the affaip was about one 
hundred killed and wounded. Among the former, the Lieu- 
ten -Rt Colonel of the Jalisco Lancers, Don Juan W. Najera, 
whose conspicuous gallantry and death-defying courage, 
elicited the admiration of friend and foe. General Worth, 
having thus become the master of the Saltillo road, prepai'ed 
to launch his columns against the batteries on the bights — of 
which hereafter. 

The enemy, after the morning combat of San Jeromino, 
finding all his communications cut off, prepared, with 
undaunted courage, to resist the closing of the fatal coil so 
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rapidly and desteroYiBly thrown aronnd him. The citadel 
maintained a deliberate fire upon our line in its front, which 
ivas aa steadily returned by Webster's howitzers and the 
mortar, but without making the least impression upon tlie 
enemy. Meantime, the light iield batteries of Bragg and 
Ridgely were compelled to remain inactive in the line, (for 
they were as useless as muaketa in that position,) their strong 
and courageous horses pawing and neighing with delight at 
the well-known roar of battle. The preponderance of metal 
being evidently with the Mexicans, the game of artillery was 
becoming a decided bore, when Taylor, advancing his left 
wing, brought on the action. 

. Lieutenant Colonel Garland commanding a brigade of 
Twigge' division, was ordered, with the 1st and 3d infantry, 
the battalion of Baltimore volunteers, and Bragg's battery of 
horae -artillery, to make a strong demonstration iipon, and, if 
it could be done without too heavy loss, caiTy one of the ene- 
jny's advanced works in the north-east corner of the town,* 
Major Manefleid, of the Engineers, accompanied Garland's 
column to direct tljo attack, which, doubtful and despei'ate aa 
it seemed, was yet undertaken by the troops with a cheerful 
and resolute spirit. With what breathless interest did we 
watch the progress of that devoted column 1 Though the 
withering fire of the citadel was at once concentrated upon 

•Thiscolumnofnttooltincludedallllisinfaiitry of Twiggs' division, except the 
4lli regiment, which eoog followed it into uetion. The ad Dragoons lalao of 
Twiggs' division) wilh Colonel Wood's regiment of Texan OBTalty, had been 
ordered to scour the country on our tight flant, und to support Worth if uecesaary. 
The writer has never seep a i-eport of GUI-land's command; but, after deducting 
the com pun? left by each regiment at the camp, his enlire force could not have 
exceeded seven or eight hundred men. 
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it, it moved flrmiy and rapidly down the slope. Uiidie- 
tnrbed for the time by the enemy's balls, a profound silence 
reigned tbrougb the volunteer division. The same objects 
■ filled every eye, the same sentiment eveiy heart. The ti'an- 
quil courage of the commanding general was not -without its 
influence on our troops. Motionless as an equestrian statue, 
he occupied the highest point of the hill, his bronzed face 
turned steadfastly toward those well-known battalions of 
Eegulars, whose courage and discipline were now about to 
encounter a trial such as they bad never before known, Dis- 
regaiiiing, and as if proudly disdaining, the galling fire which 
was unintermittingly poured upon them from the citadel, 
they pressed heroically forward upon the Teneria, a redoubt 
of five guns, full of men, and flanked hj other strong works. 
j!sow an intervening field of sugar-cane conceals the brigade 
from our view. Again it appears, still moving rapidly 
toward those ominously quiet walls, behind which are kin- 
dling the fires of death. Now the distance between the head 
of the column and the Teneria is so short that the canaon- 
ceiB of the citadel suspend their labors to gaze, like oiu"- 
Bclves, in silent expectation on the issue of the charge. 
Another moment, and— 

" The pause is o'er ; the fatal eliock 
A ihoueand thousand Ihunders wolte ; 
The air grows thick; flie mountains rock ; 
Red ruin tides triumpliaiitly." 

Artilleiy and musketry opened furionsly and together from 
the enemy's well protected line, shattering the leading com- 
panies, and striking down a number of distinguished officers. 
The open area in front of Fort Teneria, to which our troops 
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bad advanced, was swept with grape and musket baUs. So 
gi't^at and sudden had been the loss, especially of ofEcers, 
that the column was, tor the moment, checked and stunned. 
Had Garland or Mansfield Inckily been informed of the 
enemy's positions, they could then undouhtedly have rushed 
upon the front of the Teneria with the bayonet. But with 
the hope of taking the redoubt in reverse, the direction of 
the cohmin was unfortunately changed to tlie right, and led 
immediately into the focus of fire from several batteries. 
The torn and bleeding ranks, unable to make head against 
thiit terrible storm, and unwilling to retreat, halted there, 
and set the smoke in which they were wrapt ablaae with their 
volleys. Tiie Mexicans, greatly outnumbering Garland's 
brigade, being aided by artillery, and concealed behind 
intrenchments, had every advantage in the combat. The 
rank and file of the let and 3d regiments, and also of the 
4th, which had soon advanced to their assistance, was badly 
cut lip. Among their ofiicers slain were, Morris, Field, Bar- 
bour, Hoskins, Terret, Irvin, Hazlett, and Woods ; for whose 
prccioos blood a hecatomb of Mexicans would be but a pal- 
try propitiation. Among those wounded in this assault, 
some of them mortally, were, the gallant Williams, of the 
Engineers, Lear, Abercrombie, Bainbridge, Lemott, Graham, 
and Dilworth, Failing in then' attack upon the Teneria, 
the regular troops, dividing into small parties, and sheltering 
themselves as much as possible behind some scattered cot- 
tages in the vicinity, kept upon an annoying tiro upon the 
advanced works of the enemy. 

Meanwhile the division of volunteers had remained quietly 
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oo the Iiill watching the fierce conflict that raged on the 
left, at the noith-eastem angle of the town. The roar of 
artillery, mingled with rapid volleys of mnsketrj filled our 
ears, but the scene of action, at fii-st partially hidden by 
fields and trees, was soon completely enveloped in smoke, 
in the midst of which the work of destruction went wildly 
on. Again did the batteries of the citadel open upon our 
line. The fire was promptly retnrned by our gameful little 
mortar, which, if it damaged not the enemy, served at least 
to diversify the spectacle, for its shells exploding high in the 
air, formed beautiful circles of smoke that continued to 
enlarge themselves "till, by wide-spreading, dispersed to 
naught." The scene, even before the introduction of Butler's 
division into the affray, was one never to be forgotten by 
those who so anxiously witnessed it. 

Soon from out the dark cloud on the left, reeled solitary 
soldiers, wounded and bleeding ; then came small parties, 
hearing back officei's or comrades gasping and groaning in 
agony; then staggered out ffom the fiery edge of the fight, 
broken and discouraged ranks of men, chiefly volunteers. 
The appearance of these, and of mounted messengers, whose 
haste betokened evil tidings, assured us tliat the attack of the 
1st division had failed, yet the continued but irregular rat- 
tling of small arms told too, that our gallant troops were 
olffitinately maintaining their ground. Considering the dis- 
parity of numbers in favor of the enemy, and his advantage 
in position and artillery, it is not surprising that some of our 
troops yielded to that desti-uctive fire. The veterans of Wel- 
lington and Eonaparte have faltered in like situations. 
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General Taylor finding it nec^sary to support the attack, 
made at Buch sacrifice by the Regulars, now ordered General 
Butler, with three regiments of his division, to march at 
otice by the left flank t-oward the scene of battle. The Ten- 
nessee and MiasiBBippi regiments, constituting General Quit- 
man's brigade, and the Ohio regiment of General Earner's 
brigade were selected, leaving the 1st Kentucky regiment, 
ivhich had been posted on the extreme right of the line, to 
covei the moitar battery. Oar men, hitherto the excited 
spectators ot the conflict, and standing " like graybounds in 
the Slips, stiaming upon the start," received the oi-der with 
loud hmiahs 

The three legiments above named, moving left in front, 
advanced together in the same direction. Before proceeding 
far, the Ohio regiment was ordered "to the right," and 
instructed to enter the town at a more central point, nearer 
the citadel. Generals Butler and Hamer rode with us to the 
attack, while General Quitman with his brigade, continued 
to advance upon Port Teneria. Profiting by Colonel Gar- 
land's experience, that general avoided any movement calcu- 
lated to expose his command to the cross-fire on the right, 
and marched steadily upon the front of the redoubt. Arriv- 
ing within musket range of the work, he extended his column 
and advanced firing. A terrific and incessant discharge of 
all arms was encountered from the Mexican defenders, but it 
neither checked not changed the direction of that blazing 
line. Manfully breasting the storm, the brigade moved 
ilrmly on till within a few yards of the fort, when the order 
to charge was given. Then the troops nishiiig forward 
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through the emokc, scaled the low earthen walls, and took 
the work as Joshua took Jericho, "with a shout." 

Captain Backus, of the lat infantry, who, with a portion 
of liis own aud other corapanieSj had previously gained the 
roof of a house overlooking Fort Teneria, by pouring a des- 
ti-uctive fire into the work just at the time when the charge 
was made by Quitman's brigade, contributed largely to its 
capture. Too mnch credit, however, can not be awarded to 
the Tennessee and Mississippi regiments, for the unyielding 
courage they exhibited in the attack. In spite of a resistance 
hardly less vigorous and formidable than tliat encanntered 
by Garland's brigade, they carried in handsome style, a 
strong and important position, and thereby secured to us that 
foothold witliin tlie enemy's line of defenses so necessaiy to 
our operations on that side of the city. In this assault, the 
brave Tennesseeans suffered a loss of twenty-five killed, and 
seventy-four wounded. Of the Misei'5Sippiaiib, seven wure 
killed, and forty-two wounded. Tlie gaiii&on ot the work 
lied precipitately aa our troops entertd ifc, jct about thirty 
prisoners, including three officera, five pieces of artiUeiy, 
and a considerable supply of ammunition, fell into our 



*Tli6 Mesican hisloiians giife us the lollowin„ ictoimt of thi. cnpturu uf tlie 
Tenatiain their "Notes for the History of the Wal Their toiiplaint ot the 
scarcity of cartridges ia altogether unfounded. We certainly thought they possess- 
ed a tqlei-nbly good supply thi-oughoiit the bHltle nnd upon tal ing tlie town we 
found THE ny well -filled magazines ; even the cathedral conlaiiipd several tons of 

"Then thera broke forth to the north-east, a vivid flash of musi etry and. artil- 
lery, on the points of the line of General Mejio. A ru le auBtnined and desperate 
shock took place in the redoubt of the Teneria,ttl 0=0 limited garrijun, with only 
lour pieces, was multiplied by their glowing heroism Tue atldtLs were renewed. 
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We now return to onr own. regiment, which, though 
thou numbering less than four hundred, rank and file, was 
ordered, as the reader wiU remember, to attack the center of 
the northeni front of the city. Its line of march was over 
the open plain, within grape range of the citadel, on our 
right flank ; but the guns of that fortress, which had hitherto 
heen trained upon more distant columns, were not soon 
brought to bear upon onrs. The air above us was tnrbnlent 
with whizzing and bursting shells, and more than once we 
distinguished a sharp cracking, as of balls driven violently 
in contact. The regiment advanced in excellent order, but 
not without loss from the heavy flank fire. Near the edge 
of the town we passed Bragg's battery, already in very bad 
plight, apparently indeed, a perfect wreck. A few of his 
artillerymen, and more than a dozen of his horses, were 
down in the same spot, making tho ground about the gnns 
slippery with their gasped foam and blood. The intrepid Cap- 
tain and his men, though exposed the while to a galHng fire, 
were deliberately engaged in re-fitting the teams and in strip- 
.piiig the harness from the dead and disabled animals, detcr- 



Tlie impulao of ihe invader wasvehemenl. The general-in-cliief sent the 3d Light 
ta reinforce ua. The enemy came close npon the work when wo had not ono 
cartridge for the cannons. The HBBaolt vrae plain ; but a roinfovosmcnl oomQ up, 
with im order tor the Lieutenant Colonel of the 3d Light, to sally forth and chnrije 
the enemy. The word to handle tlie bayonet was aiiawered by enthusiastic vivai ; 
to form column and then » * *. The parties say, and different witneaaes do 
not satisfactorily deny it for this officer — with whose name we do not wish to defile 
these pages — that rusliing out through the gorget of the work, he threw himself 
into the lirer, tailing to Sight among cries of scorn and indignation. By the 
desertion of the Chief of the Light, the enemy look the Tonetia. Our soldiers 
retreated to the ' Rineon del Diahoio,' within musket range of the Teneria, whence 
they made a courageous resistance, distinguishing among others Lieutenant Colo- 
nel Brayo, and Captain Aronal of the artillery." 
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mined that not a bwckle or strap sboiild te loat upon the 
field. For the safety of this battery, the advance of our 
regiment was mo3t opportune, as we immediately attracted 
the fire to which it had previously beea exposed. On enter- 
ing the suburbs, Lientenant Colonel Watson, comiaander 
of the Baltimore Battalion, with two or three of his officers 
joined our column. That high-spirited and worthy gentle- 
man was killed soon afterward, while bravely fighting in our 
midst. 

We moved rapidly thi-ougb a labyrinth of lanes and gar- 
dens, without knowing or seeing upon what point of the 
enemy's line we were about to strike. At every step the 
discharges from the batteries in front became more deadly, 
while we bad no opportunity for burning a cartridge. Noth- 
ing discouraged, the regiment went boldly forward, until it 
liad reached a point in the suburbs north-west of the " Puente 
Purisima," and nearly on a line between it and the citadel. 
Thsi's we met Major Mansfield, who had conducted the first 
assault upon the Teneria, and who had since been closely 
examining the defenses in front. He informed General 
Butler of the failure of that attack, and advised the with- 
drawal of the Ohio regiment, " as there could no longer be 
any object in advancing further, warning him at the same 
time, that if he advanced he must meet a fire that would 
sweep ail before it." * The command was thereupon halted 
in a broad street, parallel with, and not more than two 
hundred yards fi'om the enemy's works, at the stream hereto- 
fore described. Though sci-eened from view by a dense 
* From Goniiial Butler's Roport 
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hedge of pomegranate, the Mexicans seemed well informed 
of onr position, and, during the few minutes we stood quietly 
yet impatiently there, sent some terrific rounds of canister 
into onr ranks. Among those then killed wob Lieatant Hett, 
commanding Company H, whose captain had heen left sick 
at Oerralvo. To stand still and he thus tamely and unresist- 
ingly slaughtered, was a severe tinai for volunteers. Had 
tlie order heen given they would willingly have cleared the 
hedge, and have stormed the hanicades in front with indom- 
itable fury. 

We had been but a short time in that position when 
General Butler, who, on receiving Major Mansfield's eom- 
munication, had galloped hack to consult the geueral-in- 
chief, returned and gave the order to retrograde, and the 
movement was accordingly commenced in no very good 
humor. General Taylor, however, who was near at hand, 
anunating, directing, and watching every shock and charge 
in the tight, " presenting himself even in the aim and very 
flash of danger," leai'ning almost immediately atienvard that 
Quitman's brigade had carried 'Fort Teneria, countermanded 
the order. At once and again the direction of the column 
was changed, and we re-entered the streets further to the 
east, striking at a point in the enemy's line between the tete- 
de-pont of the Parisima and Fort Diaholo. Upon the with- 
drawal of the regiment from the point to which it had first 
penetrated, the Mexicans had been encouraged to throw exit 
parties of light troops, who, being familiar with the ground, 
followed us with a close and annoying fire. The order to 
countermarch, therefore, was obeyed with alacrity by our 
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men, wlio hoped to cneoTititer these skirmishers outside their 
walls. But the skulking sharp-shooters knew not only how 
"to fall on pell mell," bnt, as we perceived, how " to fall back 
and retreat as well." They retired in haste before our men, 
whose impetuosity tfie officers were directed to reati'ain, in 
order that the companies might be kept well in hand for the 
deadly struggle jnst before us. 

Passing now near that quarter of the subnrlB which had 
already been fought over by Twiggs' diyision, we occa- 
sionally heard, amid the roar of combat, the deep groans of 
the dying, and the cries of the wounded for water,* Ent in 
of the oppressive heat of the day, and the 
s tliirat which seizes ail in the fever of battle, every 
canteen wae dry, and we were painfully compelled to witness, 
without the means of relieving, 

" The panlipg Ihirst, wliieb scorchea in the breath 
Of llioss that dia the soldier's fiary doatli, 
In vain impels tbe burning mouth to crave 
One drop — the last— to cool it tor the grave." 

Among mangled bodi^, and these melancholy sonnds, the 
regiment marched quickly on, with shouts that were heard 
above the din of the fight. Thns for ten or fifteen minutes 
we groped om' way through the streets, turning many cor- 
ners, and crossing the northern suburbs diagonally toward 
Fort Diabolo. 

At length a large open lot was reached within full view of 

* General Hamer infoimfsd the writer, in a conversalion touching these sad 
scenes, that he saw a aolilier of Company G, Ifroni Biown county, Ohio) climb an 
oranije tree, the branches of which wore being momentarily torn aad scvorcJ by the 
BDomy'B shot, and pluck same of its juicy fruit for a wounded comrade. 
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that battery, which at tlie time was engaged in a spirited 
contest with Fort Teneria, then in tlio possession of onr 
troops. The artillery captured in the last named work was 
being skillfully served by Captain Ridgely, and as these now 
opposing batteries were not more than two hundred yards 
apart, the cannonade jimt in that vicinity was deafening. This 
lot or square was separated from the broad area around 
El Diabolo by a wall and a ditch. Between these two 
obstacles was a lane, leading, (as we too late discovered,) 
from an angle of the tete-de-pont on the right. Aa the 
regiment entered this open place, we obseiTcd a number of 
the enemy's skirmishers hurriedly taking position behind the 
wall. The next moment a line of flame flashed above it, 
and almost at the same instant the diabolical battery in its 
rear saluted us with a terrible discharge of gi'ape. A few 
men of the leading companies were killed or disabled, and 
our colors riddled and cut down by this first discharge. We 
were now evidently " in for it," There, within sixty yards 
of us, were some of the olive-colored gentlemen with whom 
an interview had been so long and earnestly sought. The 
appearance of the regiment in the square was followed by 
startling explosions from every house and battery in that 
pai't of the town. There, and then, by that bloody baptism, 
did tlie 1st Ohio regiment obtain a name to which no pen 
has yet done justice. Never will the writer forget the gal- ■ 
!ant bearing of those courageous and obedient young ti'oops 
at that place and period of the battle. There was no hesita- 
ting or wavering, no turning, or even looking to the right or 
left. A few of the foremost flies discharged their pieces at 
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tliL CD KV, ind th 1 be mIi le cDi'ps made a dash at, tlio wall, 
detbi mined to 1 ^l^^oe tlif f e with the bayonet. No oi-dei'a 
wi^rL heiil n tb^t iiidesciibille din and uproar. The offl- 
ceio fiiit among whom wcio Generals Butler and Hamer, 
led, and the boUi is folbwed, as American volunteers I 
trust will never fail to do. One had liut to look at their 
couBtenanees, their set teeth and expanded nostrils, to be 
assured that those men so recently taken from the gentle 
pursuits of peace, wei'e now ready for the wildest work of war. 
The enemy's fire was, in my inexperienced judgment, par- 
ticularly heavy. The guns of Fort Diabolo belched Jbrih an 
uninterraitting sheet of flame and smoke as we advanced, but 
owing to the short distance, overloading, or the excited haste 
of the cannoneers, they overshot us at times so widely, as to 
cut off the highest branches of some iofty trees growing 
therealout. A thick smoke rolled over our men as they 
crossed the square, and to the mounted officers, their serried 
bayonets alone were visible, moving resistlessly on through 
the flickerin'g canopy like an ierial eti-eam. Before reaching 
the wan our progi-^s was nnexpectedly, though but for a 
moment, arrested by a wide ditch which was full of water. 
Into this the men, notwithstanding their ignorance of its 
depth, did not hesitate to plunge. The water -was waist- 
deep, and flooded the cartridge boxes of some who unfortu- 
nately had neglected to raise them wliiJe crossing. By this 
misfortune a part of the corps was rendered teroporai-ily 
unserviceable at a critical juncture. A few soldiers, who 
halted in the water to slake their thii'st, were there shot. 
Adjutant Armstrong was severely wounded as he readied 
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its edge, a grape shot passing through his leg, and entering 
the side of his horse. The enemy retreated from the wall 
before we encceeded in clambering np to it, and eommenced 
a race tor life, which some of them lost. The greater num- 
ber, howeyer, succeeded in sheltering themselves behind the 
adjacent batteries. 

We wa'e now in the street which unites the bridge Furis- 
ima with the Fort Teneria, and which is inclosed at the 
point where we entered it, by a ditch on the one hand, and a 
wall on the other. Spreading rapidly to the right and left, 
the regiment opened a general fire upon Port Diabolo, and 
the houses within musket range in front. The more numer- 
ous defendei-s of these poured such a storm of balls upon ns 
that we could not have held our position five minutes, bad it 
not been protected by the wall. Against it, the Diabolo and 
his imps kept up a knocking that would have put our modeni 
spirit rappers to shame, if not to flight. Some of the Mexi- 
cans at first exhibited a daring courage, often leaping upon 
their barricades to deliver their fire. But the quick and true 
aim of our better marksmen soon extinguished that vaunting 
spirit. Of course, in such a fight, most of the wounds given 
and received were about the head and shouldeis, many of 
them fatal. One of our men, Myers, a soldier of the Rifle 
company was shot in the mouth, which was fortunately 
closed at the moment, so that the ball after summarily 
extracting divers molars and incisors, lodged in the upper 
-paii, of the throat, whence it was e^ily removed. The gal- 
lant Hifleraan, spitting out the tei,ch and blood, and coolly 
remarking, (in a voice singularly changed,) that the pill had 
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Balivated him, continued ivitli his comj^any for some time 
after receiving the wound. 

Aided by the lively and effective fire still maintained by 
our friends in the Teneria, we were beginning to hope that 
we might ere long silence the guns of Foii, El Diabolo, 
when, suddenly as the lightning's flash, and loud as the 
thunder's peal, a battery was opened close upon our right, 
and swept the regiment with grape shot from flank to flank. 
It took all by sm-prise, and taught some young soldiers a 
lesson they will not soon forget. It sufficiently explained, 
too, "why the Mexican engineers had enffered that f 
wall in front of the Diabolo to remain for c 
A question which I had asked myself more than once. So 
dense bad been the smoke, and so intent had we been on 
engaging the enemy before us, that we had not observed on 
entering the street that it was enfiladed by the tete-de-pont 
of the Purisima on the right. The same causes, with the 
uninteiTupted cannonade, had probably prevented the gar- 
rison of that formidable work from sooner discovering our 
exposed position. At the JPurisima, General Mejia, who 
was charged with the northei-n defenses of the city, com- 
manded in person, and his artilleriste having us "in a 
sti-ing," kept the street so full of balls that the escape of the 
regiment from utter destruction seems now, in a calm retro- 
spect of the affair, almost miracnbus. But otir men dis- 
played much coolness and dexterity in the emergency, and 
dividing into small paiHes availed themselves promptly and 
prudently of such shelter from this new and angiy cross-fire, 
as happened to be near. 
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It was evident from the moment the battery of the tete- 
de-pout opened upon iia that our position was nntenable. 
The Mex'cans, with ai'tiliei^ and infantry strongly posted in 
front and flank, could and did fire from beliind their wails, 
deliberately and without much exposui-e, while bat few of 
our troops were sheltered from the storm. Yet it was grati- 
fying to behold the obstinate courage with which these volun- 
teers continued the fight, each one demeaning himaelf as if 
the issue of the conflict depended upon his individual efforts. 
The smoke was so thick that the email arms were discharged 
pretty much at random, and most of om' balls must have 
fallen harmless from those solid stone walls. But the guns 
of the Purisima continued to sweep the streets furiously, 
wliile liis Satanic Majesty, El Diabolo, blazed like a volcano. 
Yet our silken standard, the staff of which had been spliced 
since the commencement of the action, by the color-guard, 
still streamed like a rainbow o'er the cloud,* 

The " noise and confusion " were indescribable, and the 
inhabitants of Monterey might well have supposed that all 
the embattled legions of Pandemonium were raging at their 
gates. Our position was just the one, it appears to ms, in 
which any anxious candidate for popular favor, who eared 

* At th'j organization of the Isl Regiment of Ohio volunteere, it was found that 
'iienrly oil the companies possessed banners of various devices. These were luid 
;iEidc for special occriaioiis, and the flag of Captain Armsti-oug's eicelktit com' 
[may, (E,) bearing simply the national "stars and stripss," was adopted as the vegi- 
raental colors. It was attached to a MesicDn lance before iha close of the battle 
of tlie 2l8t of September, and borne on it through tiie campaign. Who of my 
fellaw-aoidierB is so fortunale aa to possess this tnttered and bstde-scornhed banner 
of our regiment ! He would much gratify his oomrndea, I oio euro, ha depositing 
it in soma public place, and I would suggest the new Capitol at Columbus, if 
asBUicd that Ohio cnrcd to count such relics among her treasures. 
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less for tlie rejjoHs of fire-arms than ot* the iiewepapei-a, less 
for the bails of the Devil than for the diaeiples of Dr. 
Faustus, might have ventured to express his opinions bokllj 
and candidly on the subject of " Eiver and Harbor Improve- 
ments," or upon any of the so-called delicate questions of 
the day. The loudest voice was lost in the wild uproar, and 
ofiieers were often compelled to communicate orders paoto- 
mimically, even to those who were standing beside them. 
About noon the storm of battle was at its bight, and the 
scene, as described by the reserve corps at the mortar battery, 
was intensely exciting and grand. The devoted city seemed 
to blaae at every portal. General Worth's division was just 
then storming the Tederacion and Soldada on the right ; 
the troops of Twiggs and Quitman in the Teneria, reinforced 
by the howitzer batteiy of Captain Weteter, was thundering 
on the left, and dashing their blows indiscriminately, upon 
the Diabolo and the cathedral,* while our little regiment 
combated with the more central defenses of the town. Vol- 
umes of snlphurone smoke settled darkly and heavily over 
the streets, in which blazed flashes of musketry, and the 
ruddy flames of deep-toned artillery. 

" The Bwift and deaisning peals 

111 coiimless eehoaa through the moumaiiiB ring ; 
Now BWelia ihe ineermineline din, the jnr. 
Frequent and fearfui, ol the bursling bomb, 
The falling beora, the shriek, the groan, the shout, 
Tlie cansflless oliuigor, and the tu^ of incil 
Inebriate with rage!" 

* In the cathedral, a large and maflaive stone edifice, occupjiiig one side of llio 
plaxa A^iayor, [priacipal Bquare,] Genera! Pedro de Anipudia had eslnblialiod bia 
head-quarters, andthereremainedduringthB battle, Animmensequanlity of ammu- 
nition was also deposited in the buiMing. The Mexicans hod, therBtbre, divesVad 
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General Batler and Colonel Mitchell having been borne 
wonnded from the street, and the regiment being more than 
decimated, General Hamer decided to withdraw it to a less 
exposed position. Indeed there was no prudent alternative, 
as nothing could be gained by prolonging a contest with such 
odda. And since tho capture of Tort Teneria, the ground 
was of no value to ns, certainly it was not worth the lives 
it would have coat to maintain it. 

Those persons who have read tho official dispatches, are 
aware that General Butler at one time intended to storm 
Fort Diabolo with our regiment alone.* It was, however, 
M'isely imattempted. Admitting the possibility of organizing 
a general assault by our scattered companies in the midst 
of the confusion which prevailed, it must yet have been the 
most hopeless of all forlorn hopes. I do not believe that 



ii of its religious character. It was most fortunate for Ihe yniiant GenarEl, who 
iiiid thiis hoped lo sanctoarize himself, that Ihe church was bomb-proof, for Ihe 
Eiccomplishad Webster, aided by bis brave andakiUful Jjieutanunts, Donaldson and 
Bowon, visited it wirfi a heavy and searching fire. The only damage it suetained, 
however, was in one of the towers, where a large faell was splintered inra ftag- 

* "A very slight reeonnoissHlice BufEced to convince me that this (El Diobolo) 
was n positian of no ordinary strength. Stil], feeling ite importnnce, after consult- 
ing with part of my staff as to its practicability, I had resolved to attempt carrying 
it by storm, and was in the act of directing the advance when I received a wound 
wliich compelled me to halt. Colonel Mitchell was at the same lime wounded nt 
thu head of his regiment The men were falling fast under the converging fires 
of El least three distinct batteries, that continually swept the intervening space 
through which it was necessary to pass. The loss of blood, too, from my wound, 
rendering it necessary that I ehoald leave tho field, and I had discovered at a 
Bcooiid glance that die position was covered by a heavy fire of musketrj from other 
works directly in itsresr, that I bed not seen in the firat hasty examination. There 
is a jiossibility that the work might have been carried, but not without excessive 
loss. Biid if ennied, I feel assured that it would have been untenable."— Etirael 
imi, .iinjiJj Gninid Ballet's rn^oTl. 
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thirty of the three hundred men whom we could perhaps 
have gathered for the charge, would have lived to reach the 
walls of tlie redoubt. The regiment must have been crushed 
by the weight of the converging fires of the enemy. The 
writer respectfully differs from the gallant General of liis 
.division, in thinking that there was even " a possibility that 
the work might have been carried," by so small a force as 
ours. Nothing less invulnerable than that celestial armor 
which BO protected certain faithful Jews in the burning fur- 
nace of Babylon's king, that not even the smell of fire was 
on their garments, could have prevented the annihilation of 
the regiment in the rash attempt. 

The battalion, now under the comrnancl of Lieutenant 
Colonel Weller, prepared to execute a retrogr'ade movement 
under fire, the most difficult that new troops can be required 
to perform. From the character of the conflict, the com- 
panies had become so scattered and subdivided that it v/as 
found impossible to re-form the line with much pi-ecieion. 
But the column retired from the town in good order, through 
a street several squares to the east of that by which we 
had entered. As we emerged from the suburbs upon the 
plain, we were charged by a strong corps of Lancers from the 
direction of the citadel. Fortunately, as the regiment had 
not then been instructed in the formation of the square, a 
brush fence happened to be near by. Behind it the men 
were at once drawn up, and every musket leveled upon the 
advancing squadrons. 

The cavalry is a favorite, and very numerous corps in the 
army of Mexico. Tlie infantry battalions are composed 
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almost exclusively of pure-blooded IndiaDs, while in the 
moanted regiments the gi-eatcst number are of the Spanish 
and mixed racea. The Lancers are gi-aceful riders, and their 
chief weapon one which, I am inclined to think, is generally 
too much underrated. Until they import a larger breed of 
horaes, however, they will not become very formidable troops ; 
for, with all the aid of their heavy iron spurs, tliey can never 
impart that momentum to the "mustang," whicli in our 
cavalry tactica is considered of more consequence in a' chai-ge 
than the arms of the rider. 

The troops that so suddenly assailed us were the 3d and 
7th Lancers, under General Garcia Conde. The ground 
^as favorable to the movement, and for some distance they 
advanced boldly and beautifully, their long lances gleaming 
brightly in the sun, and their whole line decorated with 
bandrol and flag. A great number of our soldiers who 
had been wounded by the enemy's artilleiy, were lying 
where they had fallen upon the field, and various members 
of tlie medical staff were at the time engaged in attending 
to them. When th^e were reached by the Lancers, we were 
compelled to witness one of the most savago and shameful 
spectacles which ever disgraced humanity. Surely the worst 
flends of hell must have Ulled the actors in it, " from the 
crown to the toe, top-fdi of direst cruelty!" Not content 
with riding over and lancing, as they did at full gaUop, those 
of our defenseless comrades wlio happened to lie in their 
track, lai'go parties of those base and cowardly assassins, 
shunning an honorable combat with us, left their ranks and 
murdered indiscriminately all the wounded Americans in 
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that part of the field,* The Burgeons and their assistants, 
flying from the fate of their patients, were hotly pui'sned by 
the enemy, from whom thoy made bo narrow an escape, that 
we freely forgave their attempts to play upon our nerves hy 
the rather unnecessary display of their tools in the morning. 
The main body of the Lancers pressed on toward ns in 
' gallant style, but their speed instead of being increased was 
slackened as they approached. In vain did we caution our 
men not to fire until commanded. So excited and exas- 
perated were they at the cruel butchery of their helpless 
friends, that most of them discharged their guns as they 
obtained a good aim, but when the enemy were too distant 
to secure the most satisfactory results. Had they waited but 
a few minutes, their vengeance would have been ample. 
The iirst volley, however, emptied several saddles, and put 
them to flight, A few of the Mexican officers still galloped 
tbrward in the hope of encouraging their followers to renew 
the charge. One of these fell mortally wounded within 
twenty paces of our line, and in dying threw his baleful eyes 
upon uB, stiU flashing " with obdurate pride and steadfast 
hate." The breath had scarcely depai-ted from his body, 
before Lieutenant H., of Company A, (who had lost his 
shoes in the ditch,) limping from the ranks, proceeded to 
appropriate the boots of the unfortunate Lancer. Drawing 
them over his own sore feet he returned to his place, remark- 
ing that "there never was a better fit." Many other little 

* 8uoh ntrocities have often stained the aniiEls of proud and raagiianimoiis 
Mexico. Yet the crii«lty of the Texan troops, who were perfect Baints as com- 
pared with theira, is a favoiito subject of complaint and ceneure with the Mexican 
historians. 
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pieces of serio-comedy were played in the shifting scenes of 
the battle, but to rehearse which would too much delay the 
progr^s of our narrative.* 

After the repulse of the Lancers, our regiment was moved 
to a new position near the Teoeria, and within sustaining 
distance of Eragg'a batteiy, where we remained for some 



• It may be a salisfaclion to the reader to peruse the subjoined Mexican account 
of liiG cotitiiot between our vegimenl and the delendars ol tlie tete-de-ponl, and of 
the affair with tlie cavalry. It wili be obaeiTed that the want of ammunition is 
again pleaded, and here, it would seem, itnneceBsaril}'. And yet, straugely enough, 
in almost the nexl sentence il IB BtHted that liie Mexican troops "increased their 
ae^vity." How can we be expected to agiee with an hialorisn who doea not agree 
with him Belt ! 

The "confounded and frantic charge," so classically described in the eitract 
ia a piece of ptire romance, a fabrication more shadowy than the fabuions achieve- 
ments of the deformed Tyrtaais, and to which the word " confounded," perhaps 
miBused by the tranelalor, miRht witii more propriety be applied. The sortie mnBt 
have been made, if at all, after the withdrawal of our re/finienl from the vicinity, 
of the Purisima, Unfortunately we knew not of it, for certainly after contending 
Eo long with concealed and inaccessible foes, there would have been no shrinking 
on our part from the "breast to breast, and arm to arm," conflict. They are wel- 
come to the lanret ! gained by charging the dead, and bayoneting the dying. From 
the passage quoted, it appears that the Sd regiment is entitled to the dishonorable 

" General Mejia was posted at the bridge of the Purisima. There revived the 
sanguinary contest, wMch was tenaciously prolonged with great carnaKe. When 
all the ammunition was eshausted, the troops asked General Mejia for the park, 
who answered that it was not necessary while they had bayonets. This reply wbs 
received with vivas of applause, and they increased their activity. Finally an 
impulse seized upon us, our soldiers leaped the parapets, and as Tyrt^eus said in 
exhorting the Greeks, breast to breast, arm to arm, conibunded and frantic ours 
charged, and over the ground they had gained, and over the dead bodies of the 
enemy, and amid the vapor of their foul reeking blood arose to heaven the victo- 
rious cry of— viva Mexico. The brave men who gained this laurel were com- 
manded by Lieutenant Colonel Ferro. 

" The Americans having fallen back. General Mejia believed a charge of cavalry 
pvoper. General Garcia Conde was ordered with the 3d and 7th, who were in the 
place, to charge the enemy in the rear, by the way of the citadel. Garcia Conde 
led the corps to the point where he should have charged, and there the 3d alone 
entered the action, lancing more than iiliy men of various partisan enemies, and 
aftsrwaid withdrew to the dly ."—Mexican " Notes of the War," pageli. 
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hours unemployed, save as a target for the Mexican artillery. 
But our soldiers endured tiie harassing service with nncom- 
plaining fortitude. Captain Hooker, let Artillery, of General 
Hamer's staff, and Colonel A. Sidney Johnson, of General 
Butler's, were constantly with onr regiment, and by their 
professional skill and gallantry, rendered it valuable aid 
throughout the action. 

At the approach of evening, all the troops were ordei'ed 
back to camp, except Captain Kidgely's artillery, and the 
regular infantry of Twiggs' division, who, under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant Colonel Garland, were detailed as a 
guard for the captured redoubt during the night. One half 
of the 1st Kentucky regiment, which had teen all 4ay at the 
mortar battery, panting for the affray, was ordered forward to 
reinforce this command. The battalion approached Colonel 
Garland's position about twilight, under a heavy cannonade 
from the enemy. One of its officers, a tail, thorough-bred 
Kentuckian, and doubtless as brave a gentleman as any in 
the army, supposing that they were about to bo led at once 
against the enemy, suddenly became disgusted with the 
small sword with which he had imprudently armed himself. 
It was scarcely larger than a fencing foil, and in his strong 
but unpracticed hand then seemed as useless as a bodkin. 
Scornfully throwing it away, and seizing upon two ponderous 
pieces of limestone, ho marched confidently forward and 
entered the Teneria with one in each hand, ready and 
anxious for the fight. This incident was related to me by 
the major commanding the battalion, who jocularly added, 
that he thought of making a requisition upon the Ordnance 
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department for a supply of hand grenades, to be used by those 
of his subalterns wlio were not swordsmen. It will at once 
be presumed, by all who are familiar with the habits of 
American boys, that the officer thus " in league with the 
stones of the field," had but renewed a favorite alliance of 
liis youthful days. How often has the writer, and you, 
reader, if ever a country boy, when " creeping like a snail, 
unwillingly to school," halted to pelt the unfortunate ground- 
sguirrels and cat-birds encountered by the way ; or, with 
podcets well crammed with stones, aided some truant ti-oop 
in the bombai'dment of a hornet's neet. 

Worn down by fatigue we returned slowly toward our 
beautiful camp at Santo Domingo. Now that the brazen 
throat of war had ceased to roar,'the silence which had fallen 
with the darkness upon the valley, seemed unnatural, and 
was almost as appalling as the sudden thunders of the morn- 
ing. Like that valorous Captain and veracious Chronicler, 
Sernal Diaz, after the three months' siege of Mexico, we 
felt " as if just released from a belfry." This guaint remark 
of the old Knight, reminds mo that as we retired from the 
field, the Mexicans rang the bells of the city in merry chimes, 
that did not altogether harmonize with the groans of the 
wounded and dying. But their boastful and iU-timed rejoic- 
ing neither 'convinced us, nor themselves, that they were, in 
our "Western phrase, " out of the wood." Though we had 
not been prepared to witness so pertinacious a spirit in the 
foe, yet with one of their works in our possession on the east 
side, and two on the west side of the town, captured the 
same day by Worth's division, as will be described, we knew 
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that they could not possihiy maintain the town. The most 
intelligent among the defendei-s, too, muBt hare felt that 
their fate was sealed, and even while their hells were pealing 
so joyi'idly, donhtless were " BOiTowfidly rnminatiug the 
morning's danger." * 

The Mexicans, who always greatly exaggerated onr lose, 
while they studiously avoided (even in official reports) any 
allusion to their own, stated that one thousand Americans 
were killed or wounded during the first day's operations at 
Monterey. Oar loss was in reality hut three hundred and 
ninety-four, including, however, some of the most promising 
officers in the army. But quite enough hlood had been shed 
to satisfy some of onr people that they had not properly esti- 
mated the military efficiency of the enemy. Yet in the con- 
dition of affairs on the evening of the Slsfc, we saw no cause 
for despondency at the prospect of victory. Indeed, in the 
events of the day, our troops found much to cheer and 
encourage them. If the snake had not been billed, it was at 
least scotched, and could not escape ultimate destruction. 

Aa to onr own regiment, though it does not Tauntingly 
claim to have fought " beyond the mark of others," yet may 
Ohio, ever more boastful of the triumphs of peace than of 

* The MeSLcana have a huppy faculty of passing off disasters for triumpha. 
Their historians eonfesa that ihe battle of Moliao del Sey was celebrated with 
tauaic and belle, snd that Santa Anna sent a pioclamation by extraordinary 
couriers into all parts of the nation, stating that a victory had been gained, and 
tJiBt he had in person led the tronps of the Republic, both of which " ifesions," as 
they are mildly termed, " the inhabitants generally believe to this day." 

The truth is, that whan with the advantage of vastly supatior numbats, and a 
remarkably sti'ong position, as at Monterey and the Molino, they were not routed 
by the first charge, they considered they had made a lueky escape, and rejoiced 
ai^ootdingly. 
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arms, be permitted to point with pride to her share in the 

fight; and each of her bai-dy sons 

" May atand a tiptoe when the day is named, 
And rouse liim Eit the name oV^MonlerBy. 

What Major General Butler says in the latter part of the 
following extract, from hia official report, of the situation 
and condact of his hrigadiei-s — Hamer and Quitman- — may, 
with like propriety and justice, be said of the more humble 
soldiers of hia division : 

"It is with no little pride and gratification that I bear tes- 
timony of the gallantry and general good conduct of my 
command. Were proof wanting, a mournful one is to be 
found in the subjoined return of the casualties of the day. 
That part of my division properly in the field, did not exceed 
eleven hundred, of which number full one-fifth was billed 
or wounded. The fact that troops for the first time under 
fire should have eufiered such loss without shrinking, in a 
continuous struggle of more than two hours, and mainly 
against a sheltered and inaccessible foe, finds but few paral- 
lels, and is of itself an euloginm to which I need not add. 

"Of my biigadiers, it is proper that I should myself speak. 
General Hamcr was placed in a position where nothing bril- 
liant could be achieved, but which at every moment impera- 
tively demanded prudence, and calm, unbending courage. It 
is but justice to him to say that I found him equal to the 
emergency. General Quitman had before him a field in 
which military genius and skill were called into requisition, 
and honors could be fairly won ; and I but echo the general 
voice in saying that he nobly availed himself of the occasion." 
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Dismal indeed -was the night of the Slat of September. 
"Darkness and the shadow of death obscured it; and no 
joyful voice came therein." The complexion of the elements 
as well as the aspect of our camp was peculiarly gloomy, and 
pressed heavily on the spirits. Many of the soldiers sank 
immediately to rest upon the ground, too much exhausted to 
prepare supper, and needing repose more than food. To add 
to the discomfort of those who had no tents, a drizding rain 
set in and continued to fall mournfully through the trees, 
while the wailing night-winds sang a req^uiem in their trem- 
bling boughs. Nature herself seemed to weep and moan 
o'er the sad scene. In the dimly-lighted hospital -tents were 
to be seen and heaiii what I shall not attempt to portray. 
The surgeons, unremitting in theii' attentions to the wounded, 
were engaged the whole night in dressing wounds and ampu- 
tating limbs, their duties, as General Taylor remarks in his 
report, being rendered uncommonly arduous by the small 
number serving in the field. The commanding general him- 
self, though bred to the iron trade of war, yet possessing a 
heart ever ready to sympathize with its unfortunate victims, 
visited the hospitals and the quarters of all his wounded offi- 
cers before retiring to rest. 

In eonseqnenee of the many melanclioly duties of the 
night, our mess did not assemble for supper until a very lato 
hour. When at length we approached the board used for a 
table, and the bright light of a couple of lanterns was allowed 
to fall upon it, all ga^ed with as much amazement and dis- 
gust upon it as if the banquet of Tereus or a feast of the 
Anthropophagi liad been spread before them. The table 
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was covered between tho plates and cnps with thin strips of 
human flesh and clots of gore, whicli the cooks, in the haste 
of preparation by the Mnt fire-light, had not perceived. 
Our surgeon, who evidently enjoyed the exclamations and 
denunciations which the spectacle elicited, stated in explana- 
tion that he had been compelled to use the mess-tahle at the 
hospital, and had " only cut off some legs and arms upon it." 
"We insist-ed on haviEg the Moody boai-d tnrned iipside down, 
and then seated ourselves around it with rather less satisfac- 
tion, as may be supposed, than we have experienced in plac- 
ing our feet under the mahogany of certain friends at home. 
After supper, we wrapped ourselves in onr wet blankets and 
vainly sought repose. Tho excitement of battle having sub- 
sided, we began to suffer from the extraordinary exertions 
which the body had almost unconsciously made during the 
day. Sinews that had been strained like bowstrings then 
relaxed, and the cramp racked every limb. 

During the night, the fatigue parties continued to bring in 
the wounded, and one of them losing its way, aad approach- 
iug the chain of sentinels from an unexpected direction, an 
alarm was spread rapidly over the camp. The " long-roll "* 
instantly resounded through the grove, and for a time all 
thought that the enemy wore upon ns. The weary and drowsy 
men flew to arms, and stumbling through the bushes, and over 
numberless obstacles, formed as good a line ai-ound the camp 
as the darkuoss would permit. Though the uproar was as 
complete as drums, bugles, and human voices could make it, 

*ThB long-roll ii the eignBl for gelling undci' arms incase ofalatm, or the sudden 
Kppearoiice of the enemy. 
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and attended by eome scattering sliots from a few startled 
soldiers of the guard, yet so great was the fatigue, and so 
deatiiUbe the slumbers of some of my acquaintances, that they 
remained until the next morning in happy ignorance of the 
"stampede," when they were deeply mortified at not being at 
their posts. Returning to our quarters, we fonnd the braye 
old surgeon of our regiment standing before h^ wounded col- 
onel's tent, armed with a lance and pistols. Having, at the 
first sounds of alarm, hurriedly mustered the hospital attend- 
ants, servants, and other non-combatants, and placed in their 
hands such weapons as were within reach, he had determined 
to guard his patients to tlie death, and phlebotomize in a 
manner unknown to the faculty generally. 

About midnight, a soldier wearing the uniform of the 
regular infantry, came to inform me that a wounded officer 
lying in the vicinity had expressed a wish to see me. I 
immediately desired hiiu to load the way, which he did, bear- 
ing a lighted candle in the socket of a bayonet, over which 
he held his cap to shield it from the rain. A short walk 
brought ns to a small tent, which we entered. In the middle 
of it, and with only a single blanket between him and the 
damp turf, lay one, whom, as the light of the soldier's candle 

fell upon his face, I recognized as Lieutenant , of the 

1st Infantry. I had become acquainted with him a month 
previous at Oamargo, under circumstances that contrasted 
eti'ongly with this second most painful interview. But an 
active military life is made up of scenes as strange and 
varied, as ever bard or novelist created ! Though pale fi'om 
the loss of blood, lieutenant 's features were so calm 
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uud his voice so firm, that I did not think him severely 
wonnded, and was quite shocked when, after remarking that 
" I hoped he had not fared very ill in the battle," he replied 
by raising the blanket and exposing to view tiie stump of an 
amputated leg. After having his foot shot off by a cannon 
ball, he had been placed in a wagon and jolted back to camp. 
The tortures endured during that rongh ride, he said, were 
indescribable, and from which death would have been a wel- 
come rehef. Unfortunately for such sufferers, there were at 
that time no ambulances with the army. The Lieutenant 
expired a few days afterward, under, I believe, the terrible 
second amputation, which it was found necessary to perform 
in many cases in that climate. 

The 22d of September, Tuesday, passed without any active 
operations on the nortli and east of the city. The citadel 
and other works continued to lire at parties exposed to their 
range, and at the Teneria, The guard left in that redoubt 
the preceding night, was relieved at midday by General 
Quitman's brigade. 

On the west side of the city, however, the battle raged 
■with unabated fory. We have already mentioned the action 
of San Jeronimo, by which, on the morning of the 21st, 
General Worth had obtained possession of the SaltiUo road. 
Between him and the city, were yet the stioug hill foit'i we 
have heretofore described. The road, foilowmg the course 
of the river, ran through the valley between thi.ee, and was 
commanded by the guns of Forts Federation and feoldada 
on the south, and of the Bishop's Castle and Independencia 
on the north. It was obviously necessary to dislodge the 
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Mexicans from these exterior positiona before assaulting tlie 
west side of the town. 

General Worth accordingly ordered three columns, nnder 
Captain 0. F. Sniitli, Captain MUes, and Major Scott, suc- 
cessively, all under the immediate direction of Brigadier 
General P. ~B. Smith,* to etorm the two batteries, Federa- 
cion and Soldada, crowning the bights south of the road and 
river. The attack was made at 13 M., in full view of the 
foe, who opened a plunging fire from both works upon our 
men as they waded the stream, and commenced to toil slowly 
up the steep, rugged, and bare acclivity. The ligiit troops 
of the enemy, descending to favorable points on the elope, 
offered a vigorous resistance. Our troops steadily advanced, 
firing, and the Mexicans, gradnally yielding, retired slowly 
up the hill. In the meantime, General Smith, discovering 
that the ground favored the movement, with hia character- 
istic sagacity and promptness, rapidly marched the forces 
under Scott and Miles obliquely up and around the hill, with 
the view of taking the Soldada simultaneously with the Fed- 
eracion. The last named fort was gallantly carried by the 

* Those who carelully noted Ihe progreas of evanta in Mesieo, can not hare 
feilad to observs the eei'ua and military talent uniiormly displayed by General 
Feraifor F. Smith. Tlie commencement of the war found liim, I believe, a pi'aot!- 
tionor in the coarls of New Orleana. At ibe Buggeslion of Genera! Taylof, he 
was selected to cororonnd the six-month volunteers of Louisiana, sent lo the Rio 
Grande. President Polk soon afterward appointed him to the Colonelcy of the 
new ragimBnt of mounted riflemen, with which corps, however, he never served, 
having earned promotion before ita arrival in the field. At the battle of Monterey, 
he commanded with dislingtuahed ability a brigade in Worth's division. He sub- 
eequently gained an enviable fame in Scott's army, especially for the splendid 
victory of Gonlreraa. By hisreeent judicious dispositions on the Indian frontier of 
Texas, be has effectually secured pence and confidence to that border. 1 hope the 
President- makers will ere long discover his worth and talents. 
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colnmn attacking in front, under Captain 0. F, Smitli, com- 
posed of four companies of the artilleiy battalion, and six of 
Texan riflemen. Captain Smith immediately moved with 
his main body to participate in the assault of the second fort, 
Soldada, about iive hundred yards distant, which was stormed 
at nearly the same moment by the ti'oopg of Scott and Miles, 
6th and 7th Infantry, and Blanehard'e company of Louisiana 
volunteers. Lieutenant Pitcher and the color-bearer of tho 
6th, were the fii'st to enter the iSoldada. 

The guns captui-ed in these two works were immediately 
brought to bear npon the opposite hill, a valley six hundred 
yards wide intervening, and which was guai'ded by the 
Bishop's Oaatie, about midway up the slope, and the Inde- 
pendencia, on its crest. The possession of these works was 
of controlling importance ; especially of the latter, which 
overlooked and commanded the Castle. Night, however, 
attended by rain, closed in soon after the capture of Forts 
Federacion and SoWada and operations on the west ceased 
for tJie day, the 21st. Successes had been obtained by Gen- 
eral Worth's division almost as important as the capture of 
the Teneria, and, owing to the comparative weakness of the 
enemy in that quarter, especially in artillery, at the loss of a 
very small number of men. Captain McKavett, of the 8th 
Infantry, was the only officer killed. The troops had been 
tliirty-six hours without food, and constantly tasked to the 
utmost physical exertions. They spent the night under arms 
in a pelting storm, and at S A. M., on the 23d, prepared to 
attack the remaining works of the Obispado, 

The redoubt, the capture of which is next to be mentioned. 
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i upon the highest point of a hill, eight hundred 
feet in hight, and which from its steepness was almost inac- 
cessible, save on the eastern side, where it gently descended 
toward the Bishop's Castle, and thence down to the street by 
which the Saltillo road enters the city. It was deemed by 
the enemy impregnable. I well lemember the astonishment 
with which the Mexican officers, who were prisoners in our 
camp at San Domingo, received the intelligence that General 
"Worth had carried the Independcncia. 

Lieutenant Colonel Ohilda was assigned to lead the storm- 
ing party, which consisted of three companies of the artillery 
battalion, three companies 8th Infantiy, and two hundred 
dismounted Texan Eangers. The command moved from its 
bivouac in the valley at 3 A. M., and was conducted to its 
point of ascent by Captain Sanders and Lieutenant Meade, 
of the Engineers, At the base of the hill, the force was 
divided into two parties, and silently commenced to climb 
the dark slopes. It required all the sti'ength of the men to 
overcome the difficulties which nature had, at places, thrown 
in their way. Perpendicular ledges of rock and projecting 
crags were to be scaled, and thickets of stunted chaparral to 
be crept under. But "excelsior" was the motto of those 
invincible men who slowly and cautiously pressed up toward 
the lofty apex, then clothed with a thick mantle of mist. It 
was Night's last, still, and dark hour, always the most favor- 
able for such entei-priscs. 

The garrison of the work, having witnessed the mettle of 
our troops on the previous day, and warned by the loss of 
the Federaoion and Soldada, were on the qui vive,' yet such 
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was their confidence in the difficulties of the gronnd, that it 
waa supposed no assault could he successful. At dawn the 
storming party had reached a point within one hundred 
yards of the redoiibt, and where among the clefts of the rocks 
a body of the enemy had been posted in apparent anticipa- 
tion of the attack. The flash and roar which annoiinces the 
coming of a summer's rain, is not more sudden and terrific 
than the explosion which then burst upon our stormers. The 
doep-set rocks around them were scarcely more firm and 
unyielding than were our stout-hearted men in that crashing 
blast. Not a shot was returned— not a cheer raised ! At 
the thrilling word, "charge," quickly repeated by the offi- 
cers, the Americans rushed forward and forced the enemy 
back toward the redoubt at the point of the bayonet. The 
summit of the bill occupied by the Mexicans, blazed like a 
beacon, while in t!ie dark cloud around it, the flashes of our 
guns soon formed an unbroken ring of fire. Eapidly and 
regularly that burning circle contracted, until it mingled 
with the fire of the foe, Then came the deadly struggle. 
Those red flames were suddenly extinguished, and instead 
of tlie rattle of musketry, the shouts and groans of a fierce 
hand to hand encounter, floated out from the peak of that 
cloud-capt hill. Our men fought with unwavering courage ; 
the enemy, for a few minutes, made an obstinate but una- 
vailing defense i but being forced over their walls, finally 
fled in wild confusion toward the Bishop's Castle. Among 
the few Americans kiUed in this assault was Captain Gilles- 
pie, a popular of&eer of the Texan Eangera. 

The next piece in "Worth's brilliant programme was the 
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Bishop's Castle ; which was below, and about four hundred 
yards distant Irom the position last carried. No artillery- 
was found in the redoubt, and Lieutenant Eoland, of Dun- 
can's battery, aided by fifty soldiers of the line, undertook 
the Herculean task of dragging or rather caiTying a twelve- 
pounder howitzer up the rugged acclivity which the troops 
had climbed in the early morning. In two hours the labor 
was successfully accomplished ; and the howitzer, covered by 
the epaulement of the captured work, commenced to play 
upon the castle. Meanwhile the 5th Infantry had been 
brought up by its gallant Major, Martin Scott, to reinforce 
the hight, while the troops of Major Vinton, and the Texans 
under Haya and Walker, advancing to covered positions on 
both sides of the ridge, invested the castle with a close and 
constant fire, which the enemy returned from the parapets 
and loop-holes of that massive edifice. This contest of 
sharp-shooters continued for several hours, and with the fire 
of Roland's howitzer, produced a visible efiect upon the gar- 
rison. At length the Mexicans conceived the desperate reso- 
lution of re-taking the hight, as the only means of saving 
the castle ; and about 3 P. M., having received heavy rein- 
forcements from the city, they made a vigorous sortie under 
Colonel Francisco Berra. This was a movement long antici- 
pated, and for which the needful dispositions had been made 
by the accomplished strategist who commanded our troops. 
The enemy was allowed to advance, unmolested, for some 
distance up the ridge ; and then, at a preconcerted signal, a 
general dischar'^e from all arms was poured into his culumn, 
which caused it to reel and stagger back in dismay. Our 
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men rising in the next instant, from the rocks, charged with 
a shout upon the front and flanks of the foe. The Mexicans 
were unahle to resist this sudden and impetuous assault, and 
after a short but ineffectual effort to hold their ground, gave 
way, and, like a loosened cliff, rolled headlong down the 
descent. Few of the fugitives paused to re-enter the castle ; 
but " horse and foot" fled in dire confusion past tlie work, 
and, as their own historians confess, "penetrated to tlio inte- 
rior of the city, spreading terror." * 

The Americans pursuing, entered the castle. Its guns, 
together with Duncan's and MackalPe field-batteries, which, 
the road being now open, came up from the valley afc a gal- 
lop, were discharged upon the retiring and confused masses 
that filled the avenue leading to the city. About thirty pris- 
oners were taken in the fortress. Lieutenant Ayres of the 3d 
Artillery hauled down the gaudy standard of Mexico ; and 
in the next moment, the unpretending flag of our glorious 
Union floated in triumph from the battlements. As it was 
unfurled by the evening bi-eeze, and the " stripes and stars" 
flashed in the golden rays of declining day, shouts of joy 
burst forth from those who, on the north side of the city, had 
been attentively observing the tragic scenes enacted on the 
hights. Thus terminated on the evening of September 22d, 
the second act of the drama. 

*Tlie enemy committed, in my poor judgment of such matters, an egragiona 
blunder in associating some Bquadrona of liBrBe with fhe attacking column. The 
practice of mixing email bodies of infantry and cavalxy togefeer, is a bad one in 
all places, but especially so in that. Ground mote unsuitable for the operations uf 
mounted Iroops, I never beheld. The proud Lancers, it may bs, concluded that 
the disgrace and humiliation of defeat could be no greater than thai of serving on 
foot. 



Hosted b/ Google 



THE MEXICAN PKISONEKS IN OAMP. 197 



That night I was again on duty. A great number of pris- 
oners, chiefly soldiers, but among tiiem some of the vile 
scum of the chaparral, were in the camp, and had hitherto 
been under a special guai'd in the center of the grove. In 
consecLuence of the paucity of our troops, and the number of 
our -wounded, it waa determined to dispense with this detail, 
and to place the prisoners in charge of the main-guard. It 
■was after darlt when the order for their removal reached me, 
and it was found necessary to exercise great vigilance to 
frustrate attempts at escape, during their progress through 
the intricate paths and gloomy shades of the wood. On 
arriving at tho guard station, and observing a large force 
drawn up under arms, the Mexicans gazed at each other 
with anxiety and alarm ; and some of them, supposing they 
were about to suffer the ci'uel fate so often inflicted upon 
Texan prisoners by their own troops, broke forth in prayers 
and lamentations.* Our assurances that no harm was 
intended, uttered, it is true, not in the best Oastilian, and 
interlarded witli a little dog-latin, that seemed quite as com- 
prehensible, allayed their fears, and they all qnietly obeyed 
the order to sit down. The jeers of some of their own num- 
ber contributed to the pacification of the most timid. An 
old man, clad in the gai'b of a citizen, was greatly alarmed, 

* The MexicBns— nalurally aanguiniaty, and dabaaed by merciless civil wars — 
in theit fitful efforts to subdue the revolted province of Tesas, were strangely, 
madly, blind to the policy of humanity. They commenced Iho campaign of 1836, 
under a speeial act of the Mexican Congrsas, which provided that no prisoners 
sliould be taken. Yet they did accept prisgnera of war, but only to violate the 
express terms of capitulntion, snd every sentiment of honor nnd Justice, by mur- 
dering them in cold, blood. The slaughter of Alamo, the massacre oi Colonel 
Fanning'a command al Goliad, and the dedmolion of the Mier captives, were act 
wholly unjiistifiahle, and which desene to be held up to etcTnal execration. 
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and would have embraced my knees. He supplicated loudly 
for his release, declaring that he was not an enemy of the 
Americans, and had been captured while pursuing a jotiraey 
of business, A promise that his case should be looked to 
as soon as soon as leisure permitted, and a tender of some 
little comforts due to his gray hairs and misfortunes, elicited 
from him muo7ios graoias. 

Earlj on the morning of Wednesday, September 23d, it 
was discovered by General Quitman's brigade occupying the 
Teneria, thafc the enemy had, during the night, evacnated 
fort Diabolo, and abandoned all their exterior works on the 
north, except the citadel,* General Taylor immediately 
ordered the troops to advance cantiously, and the batteries to 

* The following aceount of the Ebaiidonment of lliese works is given by tlia 
Mexican historian, in the " Notes :" 

" This nnlucky event, the lose of the Bishop's Coslle, infused a silent fear which 
conies befors defeKt, With few exceptions, the officei's of corps felt this ; and it 
infected the General -in-chief himself, who was not endowed with dispatch and 
energy. The possessors and disseminalors of these senlL^ents, we are acquaiated. 
with, but whose names, from shame, we hastily diamiaa. 

" An order was sent to concantaite the army in the interior line, by abandoning 
n.11 the works more advanced at the north, east, and west; and still preservitig the 
eitadel and a few works to the south on the bank of the river. These dispositions 
wiire executed at eleven Bt night, in the midst of a noisy confusion arising from 
the troops refiising to abandon their positions without fighting. The f^rumbling and 
discontented showed themselves openly, and the military morale sufioiing by it in 
a manner beyond description. On tlie cominen cement of the 23d, it was discov- 
ered that the enemy'u column, attacking from the west, had occupied the Quinta 
de Aiista, Campo Santo, and other contiguous positions, AC the points we had 
abandoned in the night, In the midst of frightful disorder, soma drunken soldiers 
iitill remained, diacharging thair pieces in the an-, committing excesses, and giving 
a clear idea of the want of concert that prevailed. General Anipudia now issued 
from the cathedral, where he had remained during the action, and repaired la the 
defenses. The azuteas were topped with sacks, and varions houses pierced io\ 
musketry. At ten in the morning, the enemy occupied the posts we had deserted, 
and at eleven invested with firmness, gonetaliiing their fire, which grew warm, to 
lire very housts oti tfic principal plaza." 
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open a fire upon the central parts of the town. Colonel 
Wood's regiment of EangerB dismounted, and joined the 
attacking party. They were excellent martemen, and their 
eqnipments were most suitable for the work in hand. The 
Americans, no longer annoyed by the Mexican artillery, 
seized upon the nearest honses, and mounting to the roofs or 
breaking through walls, slowly forced their way toward the 
heart of the beleaguered city. Th y w e so n engaged, 
and now upon more equal tenM, in a d ap te onflict with 
the defenders. House after house anl i e after sqnare, 
were wrested from them. The Me ns f n ht in snlien 
silence, while our men, aesured of to y, ide the welkin 
ring with their cheers. 

In the meantime, General "Worth, supposing Irom the 
heavy &e on om' side of the town, that General Taylor was 
conducting a main assault, and that orders for his co-opera- 
tion, having to travel a circuit of several miles, had miscar- 
ried, organized two column of attack, and descending from 
the Obispado, launched his steady and enthusiastic battalions 
once more upon the foe. Bragg's and Kidgely's light artil- 
lery were brought in on the east side, and Duncan'a and 
Mackall's on the west side of the city. Sections of thesi 
batteries thundered simultaneously through the principal 
streets, advaming after every discharge. The enemy thus 
pressed between two fires, slowly retired, defending every 
wall and house-top with the heroic fortitude that has charac- 
terized their race in resisting sieges. Soon after midday, as 
if hj mutual corsent, both parties took a short breathing- 
spell, and a deathlike stillness pervaded the streets, which 
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a few moments before had resounded with the wild tnmult of 
war. For aboat an hour the din of battle and fierce shonts 
of the combatants were hnshedj and then -were with greater 
violence renewed. The Mexicans, soldiers and citizens, ani- 
mated with the energy of despair, boldly ascended to the 
azoteas, where, armed with heavy old English muskets, they 
were no match for our dextrous riflemen. If, as I am inclined 
to believe, onr lof® was greater than that of the enemy on 
the first day of the battle, the account was more than bal- 
anced on tho third. The Americans being now ae well shel- 
tered as the Mexicans, took a more deliberate aim than when 
exposed in open ground to the fire of artillery. They availed 
themselves in this singular combat, waged as it were, in mid- 
air, of every poBsible stratagem to deceive or provote the 
enemy into committing some fatal blunder or exposure. The 
Mexican who dared to show himself above the parapets chal- 
lenged certain death. I^'rom every angle and aperture they 
showered their balls upon the enemy ; and even the spouts, 
which in Mexican houses resemble the scuppers of a ship, 
poured forth streams of fire, Ampudia's troops continued to 
yield before the valor of our intrepid men. The Te^sans, 
whom the sight of a Mexican always inflamed to madness, 
were conspicuous and farious in their assaults. Driven back 
by inches, the enemy at nightfall found himself confined to 
the vicinity of the grand plaza, which had been barricaded 
for a final and desperate resistance. 

In some of the newspaper narratives of the battle of the 
38d, the women of Monterey are represented as actively par- 
ticipating in the defense, and hence the pen of fiction has 
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already interwoven many tender love scenes in the siege. 
Bnt the only account of female heroiam exhibited there, 
which possesses any claim to authenticity, may be fouti in 
the subjoined passage from the Mexican history to which we 
have previously had occasion to refer.* 

In the afternoon of the 23d, General Quitman's brigade 
was relieved by that of General Hamer. Night once more 
compelled the contending forces to seek a respite from their 
Eangninary labors, and General Taylor now prepared to con- 
cert meaeures with Worth for a combined attack on the Plaza 
the next morning. The opposing troops lay so near to each 
other during the night, 



Scattered through the streets and on the house-tops were the 
cold and bloody corpses of those killed during the day, 
while the gardens of the suburbs were " reeking with the 
smell of death." The mangled remains of those slain on 
the 21st, nnbnried and moldering where they had fallen, 
tainted the night air and threatened a pestilence. A few of 
oor men, too, who had been wounded on the first day of the 
battle, were, as we subsequently discovered, still lying there. 



* " At Ihia time, sublime as the heroines of Sparta and of Rome, and beautiful 
as the tutelar deities of Grecian sculpture, the Senorita Dona Matin Josefa Zoiayn, 
in the house of Senor Gntza Flores, preaenled herself iiinang the soldieis who 
fought on the azalea, to give them food and ammunition, and to teach them how 
to despise danger. 

" The baauty and rank of tUs young lady conniiatiicaled nem aUntclions, and it 
was requisite to conquer to admire her, or to perish before her eyes to be made 
worthy of smiles. She wes a lovely personaUon of tiio country itself. She wiia 
the beau ideal of heroism in all her movements, and with oU hor tender fasoina- 
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suffering agonies, their tongues s-woUen with thirst, and their 
gashed and festering fleeh deTonred by ■wonns. Among 
these dead hodies and helpless, wounded men, now prowled 
the fierce, ravening wolves of the chaparral, tearing some, 
limb from limb, and perhaps lapping the warm blood of othera 
" ere life he parted." 

The mortar, which had proved so inefScient on the north 
side of the city, had been sent around to General Worth, and 
now, from the vicinity of the Campo Santo, played with no 
trifling effect upon the enemy crowded in the pJaza mayor. 
Many of us had never before witnessed the operation of shell- 
firing at night, and tbund it a moet interrating pyrotechnic 
exhibition ; especially upon this occasion, when the excite- 
ment it produced within the enemy's lines assured us (as a 
bi-other officer, who lay on the ground at my side, remarked) 
that General Don Pedro de Ampudia was about " to cave." 
The first few bombs that were discharged, exploded high in 
the air, revealing the whole shadowy outline of the city and 
mountains in a ghastly glare that was quichly swallowed up 
in darkness. A slight increase of the projecting charge 
deposited them in the Grand Plaza, with an explosion that 
shook the city, and a blaze that for an instant obscured the 
stars, and caused the heavens to blush upon the scene. The 
service of this battery dnring th^ night Wi« admirably 
managed by Major Munroe, and exercised a decided influ- 
ence upon the final result. It is a noticeable fact, that 
Ampudia's proposal to evacuate the city, is dated within an 
hour after the mortar opened its fire. And there can be no 
question but that the same proposition would liavo been 
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made early on the first day of the liattle had we poBseased 
guna of svifflcient weight to reach the city from any point 
withont the enemy's lines. 

Timreday morning, September 34th, we were early on foot, 
and waited but for the dawn to renew the assault. About 3 
o'clock, A. M., a bugle sounded the parley in front of the 
position held by our brigade, and soon afterward a small 
party under cover of a flag of truce was discerned advancing 
down the street. It proved to be Colonel Morino, of General 
Ampudia's staff, whose sad countenance at once explained to 
all the object of his mission. He bore from his commanding- 
general to General Taylor a proposition to surrender the 
town, which, together with Taylor's reply, is subjoined.* 



^ Copies of the notes of Generols Ampudin and Tnylor prelimiiiQiy to tbo capitu- 
lation of Monterey. 

" Head-Quarters, Mrniterei/, 
* ' SejiiemBeJ' 23, lS4(i ; 9 o^dock at niglit, 
"Ge-eral; As I have made all the defense of which I believe this cily capable, 
I have fulfilled my obligalion, and done all required by diat military honor wliich, 

continuation of the defenss would only bring upon the population distresses to 
which they hava already been sufficiently subjected by the evils consequent upon 
war, and believing that the Ameiican government will apprecinte those aentimenta, 
I propose to yotu' Escellency to evacuate the cily and citadel, taking with me the 
personnel and material of war which is leli, and under the assurance that no prose- 
cution shall ba undertaken aKainsl the citizens who have taken part in the defense. 
Bs pleased to accept the assurance of" my most distinguished consideration. 

■'Pedko de Amfouia. 

" Senor Don Z. Tatlok, General -in- oliief of the American Army." 

^^ Head- Quarters, Camp be/brs Monierejff 
" September 24, 1846 i 7 o'clock, A. M. 

" Sit : Your communication bearing date at 9 o'clock,?. M., on the 23d, has jaat 
been received by tlie hands of Colonel Morino. In answer to your proposition to 
evacuate the cily and ibit with, all the psraonnel and material of war, I have to 
state that my duty compels me to to decline acceding to it. A complete surrender 
of the town and gairison, the latter as prisoners of war, is now demanded. But 
suuh Burrcndor vi'ill be upon terms, and the gallant defense of the place, creditable 
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The Colonel was inta'oduced to General Hamer, -wiio imme- 
diately provided him with an escort to head-qnarters at San 
Domingo. 1 was with Hamer at the reception of Marino, 
and was surprised as well as pleased at the assumed indiffer- 
ence and ti'anquility maintained by all who were witliin ear- 
shot when he announced his business, though we were no 
Booner relieved of his presence than congratulations were 
joyfidly exchanged. 

A cessation of fire was agi-eod upon, wiiile commissioners 
arranged the terms of capitulation, and we set atout getting 
breakfast in the captured Forts Teneria and Diabolo. "We 
were usually pretty well provided with provisions of some 
sort, hut it must be confessed that the table of the St. Charles, 
in New Orleans, was rather better than ours on that particular 
morning. A tin cup full of a thick liquid facetiously called 
coffee, and made from the berry of that name, slightly 
bruised with the butt of a musket, a slap-jack, weighing a 
quarter of a pound to the square inch, and a crawfish, which 
had that morning been dashed upon the wall of the Teneria 
by the explosion of a shell in the ditch, constituted my 
repast. But the stomach of the soldier is not often dainty, 
and the appetite, which for some days past had been scarcely 

alike to the Mexican tioopa and nalion, will prompt me to make thoss tei-ma ns 
liberal ea possible. The garrison will be allowed, al your oplion, after laying 
down its Drms, to retire to the Interior, on couditioti of not eeiTiiig again during the 
war, or until regularly exchanged. I need hardly say that the rights of non>cotii- 
batants wilt be respected. An answer to this cammunication is required by 12 
o'clock. If you assent to an accommodation, an officer will be despatched alonce, 
under inatriiolions to arrange the conditions. I am sir, very respectfully your 
obedient servant. 

" Z. TAiLOE, Major'General XJ. S. A., commanding. 
"Senor Don Pebbo Ampudu, General -in-chief, Monterey." 
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fell: in the rage of stronger paseiona, now returned with such 
strength, that we could have fallen upon -whatever was 
offered, like " a priest, a shark, an alderman, or pike." 
The sonnds of merriment that broke from the men as they 
gathered around the camp-kettles for hreakfast, proclaimed 
the joy they felt at the pi-ospect of a termination of the siege. 
A remarkably happy looking mess were observed sitting on 
the body of a dead mule, and talking, laughing, and sipping 
their coffee with evident gusto ; occasionally placing their 
cups upon the animal's bloated side, while tiiey helped them- 
selves to the contents of a pan that simmered over a neigh- 
boring fire. After brealifast, fatigue parties were sent out 
to bniy the dead. While engaged in that painful duty, they 
happily discovered a few men who had been wounded three 
daya previous, and who were so mnch reduced by hunger, 
suffering, and the loss of blood, that their comrades could 
scarcely recognize them. 

A long negotiation, lasting until late in the night of the 
24th, resulted in the following 

"articles of capitulation." 

Article 1, As the legitimate result of the operations before 
this place, aud the present position of the contending armies, 
it is agreed that the city, the fortifications, cannon, the muni- 
tions of war, and all other public property, with the under- 
mentioned exceptions, be surrendered to the commanding 
general of the United States forces now in Monterey. 

Art, 2. That the Mexican forces be allowed to retain the 
following arms, to wit ; the commissioned officers their side- 
10 
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arms, the infantry their arms and accontennents, the cavalry 
their arms and accoutermenta, the artillery one field battery, 
not to exceed six pieces, with twenty-one rounds of ammnni- 

tion. 

Abt, S. That t!ie Mexican armed forces retire, within 
seven days from this date, beyond the line formed by the 
pass of the Einconada, the city of Linares, and San Pernando 
de Presas. 

Akt. i. That the citadel of Monterey be evacuated by the 
Mexican, and occapied by the American forces to-morrow 
morning at ten o'clock. 

Aet. 5. To avoid collisions, and for nrntnal convenience, 
that the troops of the United States will not occupy the city 
until the Mexican forces have withdrawn, except for hospital 
and storage purposes. 

Akt. e. That the forces of the United States will not 
advance beyond the line specified in the 3d article before the 
expiration of eight weeks, or until the orders or instructions 
of the respective governments can be received. 

Akt. 7. That the public property to be delivered shall be 
turned over and received by officers appointed by the com- 
manding generals of the two armies. 

Ast. 8. Thatalidoubts^tothemeaningof any of the pre- 
ceding articles shall be solved by an equitable construction, 
and on principles of liberality to the retiring araiy. 
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Art. 9, That the Mexican flag, when struck at the citadel, 
may be sainted by itB own battery. 

Done at Mouterey, September 34, 1846. 

, , fW. J. Worth, 
Commissioners on the imrt ot the I ^ ^ 

^ I J . r. HENriKRSON, 

United States, , -^ 

V,Jeff, Davis. 

[T. liAQirENA. 
Ortega, 
M. M. Llaso. 

C Z, Taylor, 
Approved by < _ , 
^^ -^ ^ P. Ampddia. 

It will be seen that the terms granted the Mexican gar- 
rison were less rigorous than those first imposed by General 
Taylor. But the gallant defense of the town, and the fact of 
a recent change of government in Mexico, (tlie restoration of 
Santa Anna,) believed to be favorable to the interests of 
peace, induced the commission to conenr in these _article9, 
especially that for the temporary cessation of hostilities. It 
was said that onr straight-forward old general, vexed by the 
caviling and arrogant demands of Ampudia's commissioners, 
was more than once about to break up the conference, and 
" let the tongue of war again plead for onr interest." The 
camp was full of rumors of what took place in the council- 
chamber ; among others, that General Taylor had at first 
peremptorily refused to allow the Mexicans to take off any 
artillery, declaring that he held the town, as if it was an 
orange in his hand, and that he would sq^ueeze it to a pulp 
if terms more in accordance with the condition of affairs 
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were not speedily agreed upon. That thereupon the Mexican 
chief of artiilery successfully appealed to the generosity and 
magnanimity of the stern old soldier, stating that arms and 
aecouterments had been conceded to tiic infantry and cavalry, 
aiid dedaiing that he would rather die at his guns than see 
the artillery alone disgraced, by being compelled to march 
out without a single light battery. Certainly the capitula- 
tion was sufficiently honorable to onr arms, and humiliating 
to the foo. Many mustang heroes and militia generals, both 
in and ont of Congress, and even the Cabinet of Mr. Polk, 
have condemned General Taylor for acceding to it, — one of 
the moat humane and politic strobes of war that distingnished 
the campaign. By its terms we gained ali that could have 
been acq^uired from a fuiiher assault, save more blood, and a 
repetition of those horrora from which I have not attempted 
to raise the vail. It is one of the maxims of Napoleon, that 
" the keys of a fortress are well worth the retirement of the 
garrison, when it is resolved to yield only on those condi- 
tions. On this principle it is always wiser to grant an 
honorable capitulation to a garrison which has made a vigor- 
ous resistance, than to risk an assault." But no more ample 
and satisfactory vindication of the convention can be desired, 
than tliat contained in the following letter of General Taylor, 
written in reply to the strictures of the Secretary of War, 
and to which the attention of the reader is earnestly invited. 
Head- Quart&rs, Army of Ooffupation, 
Gamp near Monterey, lifovemher S, 1846, 
Sir : In reply to so much of the communication of the 
Secretary of War, dated October 13th, as relates to the 
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reasons which indiiceci the convention resulting in the capitu- 
lation of Monterey, I have the honor to submit the following 
remarks ; 

The convention presents two distinct points : 'Fhst. The 
permission granted the Mexican army to retire with their 
arms, etc. Second. The temporary cessation of hostilities 
for the term of eight weeks. I shall remark on these in order. 

The force with whicfci I advanced on Monterey was limited, 
by causes beyond my control, to about 6000 men. With this 
force, as every military man must admit who has seen the 
gronnd, it was entirely impossible to invest Monterey so 
closely as to prevent the escape of the garrison. Although 
the main communication with the interior was in our pos- 
session, yet one route was open to the Mexicans throughout 
the operations, and could not be closed, as were also other 
minor tracks and passes through the mountains. Had we, 
therefore, insisted on more rigorous terms than those granted, 
the result would have been the escape of the body of the 
Mexican force, with the destruction of its artillery and maga- 
zines ; our only advantage being the capture of a few prison- 
ers of war, at the expense of valuable lives, and much 
damage to the city. The consideration of humanity was 
present to ray mind during the conference which led to the 
convention, and outweighed in my judgment the doubtful 
advantages to be gained by a resumption of the attack upon 
the town. This conclusion has been fully confirmed by an 
inspection of the enemy's position and means, since the sur- 
render. It was discovered that his principal magazine, con- 
taining an imuiense amount of powder, M'as in the cathedral. 
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and completely exposed to our shells from two directions, 
Tho explosion of this mass of powder, whicli must have 
ultimately resulted from a continuance of the bombardment, 
would have been infinitely disastrous, involving the destruc- 
tion not only of the Mexican troops, but of non-combatants, 
and even our own people, had we pressed the attack. 

In regard to the temporary cessation of hostilities, the fact 
that we are not at this moment, within eleven days of the ter- 
mination of the period fixed by the convention, prepared to 
move, forward in force, is a sufficient explanation of the mili- 
tary reasons which dictated this suspension of arms. It para- 
lyzed the enemy during a period when, from the want of 
necessaiy means, we could not possibly move, I desire dis- 
tinctly to state, and to call the attention of the authorities to 
the fact, that with all diligence in breaking mules and set- 
ting np wagons, the first wagons in addition to our original 
trains from Corpus Ohristi, (and bat 125 in number,) reached 
my head-quarters on the same day with the Secretary's com- 
munication of October 13th, viz ; the 2d inet. At the date 
of the surrender of Monterey our force had not more than 
ten days' rations, and even now, witli all our endeavora, we 
have not more than twenty-five. The task of lighting and 
beating the enemy is among the least difficult that we encoun- 
ter ; the great question of supplies necessarily controls all 
the operations in a countiy like this. At the date of the 
convention I could not, of course, have forseen that the 
department would direct an important detachment from my 
command without consulting me, or without waiting the 
result of the main operation under my orders. 

Hvi<.d,. Google 
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I havQ touclied the prominent miiitai'}' points involved in 
the convention of Monterey. There were other considera- 
tions which weighed with the commissioners in framing, and 
with rayeelf in approving, the articles of the convention. 
In the conference with General Ampadia, I was distinctly 
told by him that he had invited it to spare the further effusion 
of blood, and because General Santa Anna had declared him- 
self favorable to peace. I knew that onr government had 
made propositions to that of Mexico to negotiate, and I 
deemed that the change of government in this conntry since 
my last instructions, fully warranted me in entertaining coo- 
siderations of policy. My grand motive in moving forward 
with very limited supplies had been to increase the iuduce- 
ments of the Mexican government to negotiate for peace. 

"Whatever may be the actual views of the Mexican rnlers, 
or of General Santa Anna, it is not unhiown to the govei'^X' 
ment thai I had the v^>j hest reasons for Tyeliemng the state- 
ment of General Ampudia to ie true. It was my opinion 
at the time of the convention, and it has not been changed, 
that the liberal treatment of the Mexican army, and the sus- 
pension of arms, would exert none but a favorable influence 
in our behalf. 

The result of the entire operation has been to throw the 
Mexican army back more than 300 miles, to tbe city of San 
Luis de Potosi, and to open the country to us, if we choose to 
penetrate it, up to the same point. 

It has been my purpose in this communication, not so 
much to defend the convention from tbe censure which I 
deeply regret to find implied in the Secretary's letter, as to 
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show tlmt it was not adopted -without cogent reasons, most of 
which occur of themselves to the minds of all who are 
acquainted with the condition of things here. To that end I 
heg that it may ho laid before the General-in-chief and the 
Secretary of "War. 

I am, sir, veiy respectfully your obedient servant. 

Z. Tayloe, Major General U. S. A., commanding. 

The Adjutant General, Washington, 

The fault-finders in om: army were chiefly Texana. On 
the night of the 33d of September they bad obtained pos- 
session of the highest houses in the vicinity of the gi'eat 
plaza, and, ungated with slangbter, they but waited for the 
morning to avenge signally the hoarded wrongs suffered 
during their long war for independenee. The capitulation 
on the 24th, of conrse, disappointed ail their sweet and long 
cherished hopes of vengeance. Fortunately for the Mexican 
population the American General knew how to crown a 
triumph with mercy. It appears from the Mexican " History 
of the "War," that some of the enemy were equally diesatis- 
iied with the finale of the siege, and, it must be admitted, 
^fith bettor reason.* Both parties of malcontents, however, 
in complaining, sin against humanity. 

* "The aeeond inlerview reaulwd in the capitulEfion, in which llie commis- 
Eioaers were the Generals Eaqiiena, Conde, and Don Manuel Maria del Llano, a. 
capitidation which, with cutting irony, was called fumoruMe. This was. thnt the 
;irmy should reiain their arms and baggage, a battery of six pieces, nmrnunilion 
iot iwenty-ibut rounds each, one supply of cQtiidges for the boxes, and ihe test of 
l)je mawrial lobe given to the Americans, who agreed on their part not lo pass 
ilio line of the Muertos, Linares, and Victoria, for two months, in which time 
clforts would be diligently made to accomplish a peace. 

" On the 35lh, at eleven o'clock, our troops evacuated Ihe citadel, m front of a 



THE CITY EVACUATED EK THE MEXICANS. 213 

During the protracted conference of the 24th, and indeed 
until the morning of the 35th, we remained under arms. 
Pending the negotiation, many citizens came over to our 
lines, and offered themselves as prisoners of war. "We 
declined to be troubled with them, and thej joyfully scat- 
tered thi'ougli the surrounding cotmtry, as glad, apparently, 
to leave the city as we were to enter it. Large parties of all 
ages passed quietly under our guns in the direction of Gaude- 
loupe, a picturesque village that showed its scattered roofs in 
the valley before the city, on the road to Victoria, Others 
foKling the river behind the town, escaped into the rugged 
fastnesses of the Sierra. On the 25th, we took po^ession of 
the citadel, and became masters of the city. A large quan- 
tity of ammunition, upward of forty pieces of artillery, and 
a coEsidei'abie amount of tobacco, clothing, and other public 
stores fell into our hands. Thus within a week after our 
arrival before Monterey, the more numerous Mexican army 
had been forced iuto a disgraceful capitulation, and driven 
beyond the Sierra Madre, north of which no standai'd now 
floated but that of the United States. 

coUimn of Ihe enemy, commanded bj General Smilh. Our forces struok their flag, 
a salute sounded from Ihe ordnance, and onr banner fell degraded. The victors 
took poBBeseion of the lortreas, and in hoisting their standard hailed it with hurras 
of delight, while we were overwhelmed witli humiliation and grief. Our forces 
were lodged in the eastern part of the city, not having 8a,ved more thnn their per- 
sonal efleota and sis pieces of artillery. 

" Thus terminated the defense of Monterey. The simple relation of events will 
excuse ua Irom all commentary. Thejudgmenlof the sensible part of the nation 
will approve this course. « * * * Our generals, with the eiception oi' those 
wo have honorably mentioned, anfiered in the contempt of iheir enemies a severe 
chaslisement, probably deserved. When the difficulties ol a cotemporniy de- 
scription are removed, the impartial pen of tlie historian, referring to these trans- 
actions, will reveal some names lo Mamy.-'-Nolssfir the Ilktor^i of the Wa,: 
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A large number of the inhabitants, including nearly all 
the most respectable citizens, retired with the army, scowling 
1 atied and defiance on us as they marched out. The Mex- 
itaa histouan '^ays — "When the inhabitants of Monterey 
saw the last of oui arm-v depart, they could not resolve to 
lemam among; the enemj, and many of them abandoning 
their houses and business, carrying their children, and fol- 
lowed h^ their wives, traveled on foot behind the troops. 
Uontei ey was converted mto a vast cemetery. The unburied 
heaps, the dead and putiid mules, the eiience of the streets, 
all gave a fearful aspect to the city." The people who 
lingered behind were, at first, exceedingly sullen and shy, 
certain " gentlemen in black," having inflamed their minds 
against us " outside barbarians," representing the volunteers 
as the scum of the United States, and destitute both of honor 
and courage. 

And in sooth, the spectacle that some of ns presented on 
entering the city was not very well calculated to undeceive 
them, though I believe we had the advantage of Falstaff's 
army, and could, perhaps, boast more than " a shu't and a 
half" to each company. But om- jackets looked exceedingly 
shabby, and a pair of whole troweers was a rarity. Our 
beards and hair too, had grown to a great length, so that our 
personal appearance must have been rather savage and gro- 
tesque. Some of the Monterey people, in their letters to 
the newspapers of the interior cities, described us as " a set 
of ragged vagabonds, nearly resembling the Camanche 
Indians, in mannere, ferocity, and appearance." Compli- 
mentary, certainly ! Ent may we not be permitted to write 
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beneath this portrait, thus drawn by the pencils of our ene- 
mies, the words of Henry T. to the French herald on tho 
field of Agiucourt: 

•' We are but warriors for iho working day ; 
Our gayness and our gilt are ail besniirclied 
With rainy niarctiing in the painful field ; 
Tliera's not a piece of feather in our host, 
(Good argument, I hope, we shall iiot^j,) 
And lime hath worn ua into slovenly ; 
But, by tlie masa, our heorla are in the trim." 

In connection with the subject of this chapter, the truly, 
and therefore truthless, Mexican proclamation, issued by 
General Ampudia, after his aiTival at Saltillo, is subjoined.* 

* "THt Gekekal comuabdihg the Arhy of the Nohtm, to 
THE People of the three nEPiSTMENTs, TAMAutiris, Neiv Leon, and Coahuila. 

''FeUoio-Citixeiia: Occupied, before all Ibings, in providing for the defense of (he 
-ighre and integrity of the territory of our beloved Eepnblic against the enemy who 
iQs invaded her soil, the supreme government thought proper to iiiti-uat to me the 
command of the patriotic troops destined, on the northern frontier, to this holy pur- 
;)09e. 1 accepted with enthusiasm the post osai^ed me, (lor the zeal with which I 
iiive ever defended the holy cause of the people, is nulorious to every one,) and in 
ha beginning of the month assumed the direction of such means as were within 
■ny power to repel the advance of the enemy. But fearing that the charge would 
irove loo great for my feeble abilities, I eolkited the wortiiy and most excellent 
3enor, Genernl Don Juan Neponuoeno Almonte, to come and relieve me from Ihe 
command of the army, presuming; tliat the illustrious conqueror of Fauuco would, 
jn hia return to Mexico, resume the reins of our National Government. 

On the 19th inst, the enemy having appeared in the vicinity of Monterey, and 
encamped in the Sao Domingo wooil— Wsij' camp bemg one league in ietigtit, aiid 
kree leagues in circiittifei-eHce- I ordered their movements to be carefully observed, 
md hostilities to bo commenced forthwith, tho generals under my command being 
ill decided to risk a hatlle rather than retreat. The redoubts of the citadel opened 
heir fires the same day upon the enemy, who wete occupied, during that and the 
succeeding day, in reconnoitering and preparing for the attack. 

On the 3l8t, the aosault waa made by a formidable body of their troopa, chiefly of 
ho regular army, upon our redoubts of the Tenetia, the Eincon del Diabolo, and 
he bridge of the Purisima, but tliey were glorioualy lepttlaed by our valiant veter- 
ans, with a positive loss to onr adversaries of Jifteen hmdred men. 

On the morning of the 23d, General Taylor directed his columns ot attack against 
he Bishop's Hilt, an elevation commanding the city; and allhough in their first 
idvnnce they were repulsed in a skirmiah, a full brigade of regular troops returned 
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316 SANTA Anna's vexation. 

That farrago of vanity, deceit, sycophancy, bombast, and 
falsehood, does not accord very well with liis actions during 
the battle, or his words at the subsequent conference. The 
reader will not fail to remarlt how lightly the veracious 
Pedro treats his recent defeat, and how obaeqnionsly he 
endeavors to propitiate "the worthy and most excellent 
Senor, Don Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna," whom the rev- 
olotion of August had recently recalled from exile, and 
re-established in power. That distinguished Mexican, dis- 
appointing the hopes of those who permitted him to land at 
Vera Craz, had placed himself at tlie head of the war party. 
and was then engaged in organizing a grand army at Sar 
Loois Potosi, which he proposed marching to the north. 
We are informed that, " irritated by the news of the fall o: 

to ^e chai^. Unfortunalely, two pieces of caniioii and a mortat, which defended 
the position, got out of order, and became uaele^, and although aa booq as adviesi 
of it, I sent a reinlorcemenl, it I'eachcd (he hit! too laM; the enemy had alrcnd] 
succBBded in obtaining poaaesaion of the caalJs. Tbia accidenl compelled me h 
concentrate my lores in the Plaza, in order to present to ibe foe a more vjgoroui 
defense, and to repel on die 23d, as was done, the nBsaulta made by tjiem througl 
the streets and houses of the city, But, as under the circumstances, I aufferei 
great scarcity of nmmunition, and in spite of the anlor with which the entire army 
both regulars and aniiliarieB, were animated, I proposed to the American Gsnera 
a parley, which resulted in on understonding by which the honor of the nation an< 
the army, the personnel, ai ma, and equipments were preserved. 

This ia a true statement of the operations of the campaign up to the S.]th inst 
and if an inadequate supply of moans, and other circumstances, have led la thi 
result, we have not yet cause for a moment's dismay, for the liepublic will now pn 
forward ail her elements ol greatness, and ivith one single victory, which we may 
shall, and must obtain, will solve the problem definitely in favor of onr arms- 
People of Ihe east! the event which occurred at Monterey, is of little moment 
The favorite general of the Mexicans, the worthy and most excellent Senor, Doi 
Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, will promptly lake charge in person of the dirsclioi 
of the campaign. Let ihe sacred file of palrioiisni continue to burn in your bo 
soms, and without fail ws will triumph over our enemies. 

Pedko EK AMFUUiA. 

Head-Quarters, Saltillo, September 23, 1816, 



m BDENA VISTA. 217 

Monterey, ho detemiined to chastise those ■who had not 
known how to profit by the defenses of the place and the 
enthusiasm of the troops." Upon the arrival of Aropudia 
at his head-quarters, he immediately sent that general before 
a court-martial. As often happens in such cases, Pedro 
endeavored to throw the responsibility upon subordinate offi- 
cers. However, Santa Anna soon decided that there were 
no grounds for a prosecution, and pnblished orders -vindi- 
cating the accused. A wise conclusion Uiis, most excel- 
lent Antonio I For if to be beaten by inferior numbers 
was of itself to constitute a sufficient cause for the trial of 
Mexican officers, none of the enemy's generals, not even 
" the illnstrious conqucrer of Panuco," would eventually 
have escaped the operation of the precedent. 

The f llowing congratulatory order appropriately closes 
tl a at ve of the battle of Monterey ; a eonfiict of arms 
I lly interesting to the country, as the first of the war 
n wh 1 its citizen soldiers participated. The victory of 
B na Vista is commonly regarded as the most brilliant, not 
only of the campaign, but of the -war. Yet it may well he 
questioned whether it reflects more luster upon American 
arms than that of Monterey. True, there was a more fear- 
ful array of numbers ranged under Santa Anna's banners ; 
but were his 20,000 as formidable to volunteers, as Ampu- 
dia's 10,000 behind the walls and guns of Monterey ? At 
Euena Vista too, be it remembered, we had a fair field for 
our superb batteries of horse -artillery ; any one of which 
was an overmatch for a brigade of Mexican troops, as wit- 
ness the digraceful route of General Minon's brigade by the 
two pieces under Lieutenants Shovei' and Donaldson. 
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Orders ) Head- Quarters, Army of Oooupation, 

No. 123.1 Carrvp near Moni&rey, S^tmiber 27, 1846. 

The eommanding general has the satisfaction to congratu- 
late the army under his command npon another signal tri- 
umph over the Mexican forces, Superior to us in numbers, 
sti'ongly fortified, and with an immense preponderance of 
artillery, they have yet been driven from point to point, 
until forced to sue for terms of capitulation. Such termS| 
have been granted as were considered due to the gallant; 
defense of the town, and to the liberal policy of ovt own| 
government. 

The general begs to return his thanks to his commanders, 
and to all his officers and men, both of the regular and vol- 
unteer forces, for the skill, the courage, and the perseverance 
■with which they have overcome manifold difficulties, and 
iinally achieved a victory, shedding luster upon the American 
arms. 

A great result has been obtained, but not without the loss 
of many gallant and accomplished officers, and brave men. 
The army and the country will deeply sympatliize with the 
families and friends of those who have thus sealed their 
devotion with their lives. 

By order of Major General Tatlok, 

"W". "W. S. Bliss, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Ti:e Bimy at San Domingo.— Texan Rniigci-s ilisdisiged.— Tho wounded sent 
home.— A new eamp established —Discipline of the Isl Ohio Reeimenl of Vol- 
UQloere. — Lights and shodows of camp life.- Our Commiasstiat and tlie Meat 
BiBcuit.— The "Epotled tiger'' and "striped pig."— Savpge spirit of the IHeii- 
cana.— Assassin ttlion of Folher Rey.— The Sierra Sillo.— Scenery hunters in a 
bad case.- A day in Monterey.— Condition of the battle field -Death ol Briga- 
dier General Hamer.— His character and services.— -Military events of the au- 
tumn reviowed.—Sallillo and Tompico abandoned by the enemy.— The Mexi- 
can forces concentrated under General Santa Anna, at San Louis de Potosi. — 
Columns of Generals Kearney and Wool.— Proposition of the American govern- 
, ment referred by Santa Anna to the Mexican Congreas. — The armistice termin- 
ated.— Worth's division oeenpy Saltillo. — Twiggs' and Quitman's march to 
Victoria. 

TnEKJi: is no situation that so severely tries the disciplino 
of the soldier as a life of inaction in the enemj's country. 
The stimulns to exertion and the dangers attending the pres- 
ence of a hostile force being removed, his thoughts begin to 
fasten themselves on pleasures and dissipations, to which the 
weaknesses and perhaps the manners of the conquered peo- 
ple offer many temptations. Especially is this the case when 
cantoned in a city, or in a camp, like that at San Domingo, 
■within a short league of one, Thongb, as in our regiment, 
every effort be made, by the establishment of a strict system 
of police instractions, by the encouragement to manly exer- 
cises and diversions, and by the promise of extra pay for 
cei'tain important labors not in the line of dnty, to employ 
the time and attract the attention of troops, yet will the com- 
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manding o&cer find ifc exhemely di&cult ti gniid a^iiiibt 
the many houbles of i mcnctcmu^ existence 1 1 camp The 
lawless chaiaeter •vaA \icious habite of some men w 11 Kndti 
all orders, threats, or piomises, unavailing 

A better feeling never existed m anj coips than that 
which prevaileil in the Ibt Ohio regiment iftei the fall of 
Monterey. Ami I the ciuimon dangers of the lecent battle, 
in which they hid -well peiformed tbtir pait, the men and 
ofBcers formed new and sfiong attachments foi eich other, 
and the maj irity Df them were disposed to be obedient and 
diligent in the lischir^^c of their dntien But theie were a 
few turbulent spiiits among u9, whj did not seem to know 
that it was a gieatej adiieiement t~> (.on^uci them-iches than 
to take a c ty, ind while they hid giUantly peiilel then 
lives to accomplish the latter, unfortunately could not be pre- 
vailed upon to strive for tho former more glorious victory. 
In consequence of the disobedience and dissipation of these, 
during our stay at San Domingo, the first notices of courts- 
martial were inscribed in our regimental books, while the 
morning reports recorded not only deaths from disease, but 
by assassination and rencounters not strictly military. Such 
sacrifices of life, unrequired by dnty and therefore unre- 
warded by fame, did not fail to produce a beneficial effect, 
by demonstrating the truth of the couplet — 

" Our dangers and delights are near allies, 
From ihe same stem ihc rose and prickle rise." 

After the surrender of Monterey, General "Worth's divis- 
ion was selected to garrison the city ; a well merited compli- 
ment, and which was but poorly requit«<.l by some of the 
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over zealoTia friends of that officer, who boldly claimed for 
him the honor of the victory. The same unhappy dissen- 
sions which afterward broke out so violently in Scott's army 
at the city of Mexico, might have been witnessed at Mon- 
terey, had the commander-in-chief been bo unwise as to 
breathe upon these hatefal sparks of discord. Taylor pos- 
sessed too franli and generous a nature, and too earnest a 
devotion to the cause of his country, to harbor any petty 
feelings of rivaliy or envy in his bosom. 

With the exception of the brigade of mounted troops from 
Texas, who, having expressed a desire to return home, were 
mustered out of service on the first of October, the remainder 
of the army remained with the head-quarters in camp. The 
departure of the Rangers would have caused more regret 
than was generally felt, had it not been for tlie lawless and 
vindictive spirit some of them had dispJayed in the week 
that elapsed between the capitulation of the city and their 
discharge. Such deeds as were perpetrated must have 
shocked the chivalric feelings of many in their own brigade, 
since they were calculated not only to dim the luster of our 
victory, but also to take from their own distinguished corps 
" the pith and marrow of its attribute." Gifted with the 
intelligence and courage of back- woods hnnters, well mounted 
and skilled in arms, they were excellent light troops. Had 
they remained and given their whole attention to the gueril- 
las, they might have been exceedingly useful. The com- 
manding general took occasion to thank them tor the eiEcient 
service they had rendered, and we saw them turn their taces 
toward the blood-bought State they represented, with many 
10* 
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good wishes and the hope that all honest Mexicans were at 
a safe distance from their path. 

Immediately after the cessation of hostilities, our wounded 
men were comfortahly lodged in town, and those who were 
disabled from further service, were, as soon as convalescent, 
sent home to be discharged. As an eyidence of the spirit 
that animated many of the unfortunate privates, it may he 
mentioned that an Infantiy soldier who had lost an arm, 
called on General Taylor and asked permission to remain 
with the army, "My good fellow," said the general, "you 
are disabled and can do nothing more for your country in 
the field." "0 yes," replied the gallant man, "I can work 
with the artillery 1 I can carry cartridges and fire a cannon ! " 

The strength of our regiment was much reduced after the 
operations before Monterey. Several officers had resigned 
and a considerable numl:ier of soldiers had been discharged 
on account of wounds and sickness. From one of the morn- 
ing reports of November, now before me, I observe that but 
four hundred rank and file are returned "for duty;" and 
this after the remainder of the corps had ariived from Ca- 
margo, where, it may be remarked, thirteen of the number 
left by us, had died after our departure in September. The 
same report records twelve officers " absent with leave," and 
two "absent without leave;" the latter doubtless having 
remained in town, to make a night of it, at the fonda of 
"Hindoo John." Among the former were the Colonel, 
Lieutenant Colonel, Adjutant, and Surgeon, who had re- 
turned to the United States. The Surgeon went in attend- 
ance "Upon the Colonel and Adjutant, both severely wounded ; 
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though, could the fatal disease which prevailed in his absence, 
have been foreseen, it is to be supposed that both he and 
they would have insisted upon his remaining with the regi- 
ment. The generous argument with which General Hamer, — 
who, alas, too soon required for himself all of Dr. Charaber- 
lyn's justly renowned ekill,^ — ovei-rulcd the only objection 
raised to the Surgeon's leave of absence, is yet fresh in my 
memory. 

But if, when at San Domingo, the regiment was weak in 
numbers, it soon became much more efficient and formidable 
than it over had been, even than when it landed eight hun- 
dred sti-ong, upon the coast. Soon after the battle, wo set 
about establishing a more permanent and orderly camp. The 
ground cliosen was on the east side of the grove, and when 
marked off, was covered with an almost impervious thicket 
of thorns and ai'omatie shrubs. It was convenient to water, 
and most of it well shaded by wide-spreading and venerable 
oaks of extraordinary beauty. Some of the idlers complained 
of the selection in conseq\ienee of tiie labor required to clear 
out the undergrowth. But we were amply compensated for 
that, in possessing a most comfortable camp. Nor was it a 
work of much fatigue with our force. I well recollect the 
jnerry day we spent in the peaceful and pleasant labor. It 
was the first of October, and the weather was delicious. No 
" loud war-tmmpet woke the mom," but the more pacific 
notes of the " pioneer's march " summoned the whole regi- 
ment for fatigue duty. The battalion was formed, not as 
usual, under arms, hot under the useful tools of the husband- 
man. Axes and pickaxes, hatchets and spades, gleamed 



above the line ; and the hardy men grasped the good old- 
fashioned weapons with many u laugh and lively sally of wit. 
Every officer was in his place, and thronghoiit the day 
labored cheerfully with his command. 

The chaparral Miing rapidly heneatli the heavy hlows of 
an hundred axmen, was immediately drawn off and tlu'own 
in lofty ridges around the camp, forming thus a dense bar- 
rier that would have proved a very serious obstruction to the 
progi'ess of the enemy, and which, certainly no cavalry could 
have crossed. The spade and picfeax-men followed the 
choppers, leveling the surface and removing the stumps and 
stones from the parade-ground. Before night, the entire 
space was cleared and a wonderful transformation accom- 
plished. The roving herdsman who had passed the spot in 
the morning, returned at evening to gaze with astonishment 
on the smooth and charming lawn, that but a few hours be- 
fore had been a tangled thicket, through which he could 
scarcely force his ieather-elad body. Even the gay colored 
birds that had reveled among the perfumed bowers just de- 
stroyed, seemed surprised and bewildered by the magical 
metamorphosis, and flew noisily about in quest of their 
favoiite letieatb Aftei subdividing the ground and assign- 
ing to each company its portion, we loturned to our old 
quaiters, quite satisfied with the victoiy of the day; and 
numbeiing among oui piiaoners, sundrj tarantulas and scor- 
pions, a biace of aimadillos, and, a fine specimen of the genus 
Lacerta, which was supposed to be a genuine chameleon. 

On the following morning we moved to our new position, 
and the tents were pitched in tlie beautiful and compact 
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order presci-ibed by the Amy Begulations. The soldiera 
who were without tents, conBtrncted wigwams, by hanging 
the long Spanish moss gathered from the trees, upon fi-ames 
of poles, which greatly enhanced the pictures(iue beauty of 
the encampment. The comfort of the men having thus been 
secured as far as possible, a system of instruction and disci- 
pline was at once established and euergetieally maintained. 
Experience bad already taught us, that if we desired to be 
useful in the active operations of a campaign, we had much 
to learn. The company officers wei'e urged to the fnlfillment 
of all their responsible duties, and to encourage their men 
both by precept and example. But lew of them failed to aid 
the commander of the regiment in the maintenance of subor- 
dination. It had been supposed that the practice of electing 
officers from the ranks, which prevailed in many, if not in 
all of the volunteer corps, would not be very favorable to 
the attainment of discipline. But whatever may be said of 
those who received their commissions beibre entering the 
field, the men generally made judicious selections in filling 
the vacancies that afterward occurred. Many of the newly 
elected lieutenants were exceedingly active and trust-worthy 
officers, and in their new position exhibited qualities which, 
under other circumstances, would perhaps not have been dis- 
covered. There were some, however, who took pnniiotion 
simply as the means whereby they hoped to escape dmy and 
promote their own pleasures. These so annoyed their supe- 
rior officers by their pernicious practices, that they would 
gladly have exchanged them for the better men that remained 
in the ranku. 
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At San Domingo, particnlar attention was given to guard- 
duty, always so much neglected by young troops, and the 
importance of -which is never bo well taught as by an enter- 
prising enemy. Pains were taken to instruct the sentinels, 
and to inculcate perfect vigilance, which next to fortitude 
and courage, I take to he the chief qnahfication of a soldier. 
The regiment was often drilled twice a day, and certain com- 
panies were exercised more frec^nently. But few of us had 
enjoyed the advantage of a military training, yet with the 
aid of the lucid and admirably-arranged work on Infantry 
Tactics, prepai-ed by General Scott, it was an easy matter for 
any studious officer to acquire a correct knowledge of the 
evolutions announced for each day. From the period of our 
arrival in the country np to that date, a surprise would have 
huen fruitful of disaster to our undisciplined corps ; but after 
a lew weeks of faithful application, during ■which the parade- 
ground was daily beaten to duet under the feet of the men, 
we dismissed all apprehensions on that score. There was 
no maneuver in the "school of the battalion," tliat they 
oould not perform with ease, precision and rapidity. They 
ctiuld march in line admirably over the roughest ground ; 
wliile the dispositions against cavalry, hy the various foi-ma- 
tions of the squai-e from column or line of battle, were so 
often practiced, that I believe we could have executed them 
with closed eyes or in the darkest night. These exercises 
gave the men confidence in themselves and in each other, by 
showing them of -what they were capable. Before the expi- 
la'iion of three moTiths, they had attained a degree of excel- 
lence that elicited gratifying encomiums from competent 
jii \ges of the old lino. 
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I trust to lie excused for recalling as I do, -with pleasure 
and satisfaction, but I believe without undue partiality, tlie 
good discipline of the Ist regiment of Oliio volunteers. 
Justice to many officers and soldiers demands that I shoidd 
bear this testimony to the industry and perseverance by 
which they succeeded in elevating their corps to a condition 
of efficiency, certainly not excelled by any of the new bat- 
talions. The work was the more creditable to them, in view 
of the Biiortness of their term of service, and tlie many evil 
temptations incident to their position. There were some 
regiments that rarely left their tents for military exercises, 
and others that sought only to accomplish a few showy move- 
ments. The commander of one of these appeared solely 
intent upon teaching his men the "fire by battalion," In 
its acquirement, he consumed thousands of cartridges, and 
with hia volleys terrified the peaceable people for miles around. 
True, the fire of hia regiment was universally admitted to be 
perfect— there was but one flash and one explosion in his 
line. But, oui bono? He was himself an amiable man, 
though somewhat ambitious " to make a noise in the world," 
and his battalion, a capital one for a funeral escort. 

In the intervals of duty, the soldiers found ample leisure 
for amusement, and dull indeed were the events of the day 
from which they could strike no sparks of fun. Their wild 
pranks oiten caused the sedate and dignified Mexicans, who 
happened to witness them, to make big eyes, Earely, how- 
ever, did they pass the bounds of de<;orum, and even upon 
these occasions, the commanding ofiicer, himself no gray- 
beard, would have preferred joining in their sports, to admin- 



CAMP aCENKS. 



istering the necessary reproof. At nightj the camp often pre- 
sented a scene quite as enchanting as any the imagination 
could portray. The open and spacious parade-ground bright- 
ened by the mild radiance of an autumnal moon ; the lofty 
arches of the grove, adorned with waving banners of moee, and 
illnminated by tli« rudciy glow of ra.iny fires ; rows of tents, 
lorainoas in the dim and shadowy vistas of the wood ; the 
silent sentinels pacing to and tro, their arms now flashing in 
the light, now concealed in the shatle ; here a gi'oup of cheer- 
ful young soldiers, whosff bouyant spirits no vicissitudes can 
dampen, laughing over the latest joke, or hatching some 
harmless conspiracy against their comrades ; there, seated 
upon a fallen tree, their bronzed and bearded faces turned 
toward the flames that enrl aud crackle aroond its green 
stump, a party of elderly men smoking their pipes and con- 
versing with the gravity of veterans, all combine to make up 
a chai'ming and interesting picture. Borne of the Germans 
belonging to the regiment were excellent vocalists, aud not 
anfrequently xmited their manly voices in the grand and 
beautiful songs of their Patiierland; captivating every ear 
with the wild melody of their choral symphonies. There 
were those too, in the ranks who delighted in the Ethiopean 
style of minstrel'^y, long popular in the United States, and 
who awoke the echoes of tlie grove with the untutored, but 
not unpleasing, music of the banjo and the bones. 

But our camp-life at this period was not all couleur de 
rose. Sickness and pain were mingled with our pleasores ; 
and death, multiform as the clouds, flitted frequently across 
the checkered scene. Though the mortality was not so 
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appalling as at Oamargo, it was mucli greater than was 
anticipated in view of tlie eeaaon and location of the troops. 
It is true, many lives were lost by intemperate indulgences, 
assassinations, and the accidental discharge of fire-arms, yet 
a legion of deadly diseases lurked in the cool and delightful 
shades of San Domingo. Scarcely a day elapsed that the 
mufBed drums of some regiment in the wood, did not 
announce the departure of one or more poor fellows to the 
chaparral. The Ohio regiment perhaps suffered as little as 
any in the camp; still our hospital-tent was never unten- 
anted, and Dr. Heighway, the Assistant Surgeon, was kept 
in full practice. Nor were the' poor Mexican serfs, who 
dwelt in the sarrounding ranches, altogether exempt from 
sickness. Knowing that medicine and advice would be gra- 
tuitously bestowed by our surgeons, a few of them were 
occasionally to he seen hanging upon the outskirts of the 
pale-iaced party that each morning assembled at "the sick 
call." . One old lepero, wasted to a shadow by the quartan 
ague, whoso entire wardrobe was a dirty blanket and thread- 
bare pantaloons, "a world too wide for his shrunk shank," 
and whose rags and wretchedness obtained for him the name 
of Lazarus, enlisted the sympathies of every beholder. 
Senor Lazarus received not only oar pills, but with all the 
polite and profound aclmowledgmente of his race, deigned 
to accept the crumbs from our not overladed tables. 

But we may not complain of our fare at that period of the 

campaign. A number of the Mexican farmers, inheriting 

the keen Spanish scent for gold, were soon encouraged to 

visit the camp, bringing green corn, pumpkins, poultry, and 

11 
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some fruits, with wliich they opened a proaperona traffic. 
At no time indeed did our people want for the commoD 
necessaries of life ; and there was no one in our regiment 
who will not remember and appreciate the indefatigable 
exertions of its commissary, Captain Stevens, He was 
always prepared to feed the hungry, and at the right time 
and place, no matter how hurried or long the march. 

While in the wood of San Domingo, most of oor compa- 
nies built bake-OTens and succeeded in making excellent 
bread, which we found an agreeable substitute for ^an-de- 
mais, slapjacks and ship-biscuit. The last named ration, 
by the way, had also begun to disclose a very suspicious 
meaty flavor, and caused the coffee or Iic[uid in which it wf^ 
usually soaked by those whose teeth were otherwise unequal 
to its mastication, to assimilate vermicelli soup. It will be 
observed therefore that the famous " meat-biscuit," which 
was exhibited by a Texan gentleman at the Wold's Fair in 
London, is nothing so very new under the sun; and my 
belief is that the invention was suggested to him by a speci- 
men of onr army bread. 

As the troops were regularly paid, and with those almighty 
dollai-s whose talismanic infiiienco is acknowledged in all 
quarters of the globe, it was within their power to obtain 
many little comforts. To many, however, " the shining mis- 
chief" but furnished the means of indulging the passion for 
gaming, to which soldiers seem peculiarly addicted, and 
the greatest portion of their pay soon found its way into the 
pockets of the gamblers and adventurers who swarmed, like 
famished harpies, in the track of the army. Eveiy effort 
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waa made by a few vigilant offlcera to break up th^e ambu- 
latory " hells," but with indifferent success ; as even tlie sol- 
diers who had been bitten made it a point of honor not to 
reveal the haunts of "the Tigers." Though they changed 
their spots frequently to avoid detection, yet our patrols 
occasionally surprised them in the secjuestered recesses of the 
chaparral, and captured considerable sums of money, together 
■with blankets, stools, tables, etc ; all of which were confis- 
cated for the benefit of the hospital. 

It waa even more difficult to combat the parent of vices, 
drunkenness; and the "striped pig"* proved to be a more 
formidable beast than the "spotted tiger." No Maine 
Liquor Law, no military authority, or moral suasion, could 
restrain the appetite of some old Bacchanalians in the regi- 
ment. A few of them were always taken with fits of piety 
on Sunday, and seldom failed to solicit permission to attend 
divine service at the cathedral in Monterey. Of course, 
being in town, they must needs "go the whole pig;" and 
on these occasions they generally returned to camp in such a 
state of uproarious excitement, that the officers on duty were 
fain to offer them an asylum with the usual restoratives in 
the guard-tent. Many Americans suffered a severe penalty 
for their indulgences, from the knife or lasso of the Mexican 
bravos. These murders were too often followed by the tacit 

* This Eingiiliir sobriquet, (llie meaning of which it is unnecessmy to explain to 
an American reader,) is even more applicable in Mejiico than in Massachusetts, 
where, I believe, it originated ; for in the former country, puJjMe and other intoxi- 
cating liquors are actunlly kept in hogs' skins. And since the time our Savioiu' 
caused tlie avrine on the shores of Galilee to he possessed by the devils of Legion, 
we venture to assert that those valuable domestic animals have never Iweii filled 
witli more filthy ond disgusting spirits. 
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enacfcment of the lex talionis, under which the innocent prob- 
ably Buffered equally with the guilty. These scandalous 
affairs seem to be inseparable from war, and ai-o to be univer- 
sally deplored and condemned. But considering the facts, 
that no contributions were levied upon the natives, and that 
many sacriflces w le t e their confidence and 

good-will, it is n t st „ tl t th e bloody deeds should 
have irritated to etai t on Ind ed t may be considered 
somewhat remarkai le n ew of tl e relative position and 
character of the two laces, that these unfortunate occurrences 
were not more frequent. Though the eare of General Tay- 
lor, over open to the complaints of the people, were often 
assailed with accusations of the volunteers, yet I can recall 
bat one outrage of that foul dye, which was not provoked by 
similar conduct on the part of Mexicans. To the lasting 
honor of my own regiment be it recorded, that while several 
of its number were treacherously murdered, it never sought 
fcr blood save upon the battle-field. 

The assassination of the learned and pious Father Eey, 
which occurred about this time, illustrates the indiscriminate 
and implacable hatred of our enemies. One of the soldiers 
of the Ist Ohio regiment, who, at the request of the worthy 
priest, had been relieved from military duty for temporary 
service with him, was killed at the same time. Of course, 
the heathen who could thus " give the flesh of a saint to the 
beasts of the field," would have no mercy for a layman. 
The murderers, perpetrating the deed in the face of open day, 
and on the high road, certainly knew the holy calling of 
their principal victim ; but to be an American was a crime 
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that admitted no benefit of clergy. DoulDtless also, the ruf- 
fians were confident of obtaining plenary absolution for " the 
deep damnation of his taking off." Father Key was, I un- 
derstand, a member of the society of Jesuits, — an unpopular 
order in Mexico, — and whether his presence with our army 
was designed to promote the objects of certain statesmen or 
churchmen, or both, ia pai-t of the secret Iiistorj of the war. 
It was hinted by some, that while his ostensible mission was 
to counteract the influence of the Mexican prieste and their 
insidious attempts to cause disaffection among our Catholic 
soldiers, his object was to secure, in the progress of events, 
the interests of his order, whose vast estates and possessions 
had been confiscated upon their banishment. 

During the two months we remained in camp near Monte- 
rey, the weather was perfectly dry, and generally of a mean 
and pleasant temperature; though we occasionally suffered 
from the Worihers which prevail in that latitude between the 
autumnal and spring equinox. To protect ourselves against 
those chilling tempests, which however rarely lasted more 
than two or three days, and to procure timber for the con- 
struction of bomb-proof magazines in the citadel, wo were 
compelled to consume a goodly portion of the grove of San 
Domingo, the pride of the province. Beyond that neces- 
sary destruction, I am not aware that the country in the 
vicinity of our aimy snfiered much trom its presence. The 
probability is that it was considerably enriched. Never hav- 
ing entertained the mercenary motives so reclilessly imputed 
to them by some opponents of the war, our troops were con- 
teat with the barren laurels of victory. The spoliation of 
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private property is an odious feature of ocean warfare ; and 
for the abolition of which, it is to be hoped that all civilized 
nations will hasten to unite. It has recently been justly 
denounced as "the vicious relic of a barbarous age," and is 
I by a spirit but little better than that of the old Fli- 
s of Barrataria. The only public property, other than 
mtmitions of war, captured at Monterey, consisted of cigars, 
which were distributed among the troops. Tobacco, it is 
tnown to most of our readers, is one of the articles monopo- 
lized by the Mexican government, and is a source of very 
large revenue. Its culture is prohibited, except in certain 
districts, and even in those, is restricted to a limited number 
of farmers. The tobacco produced is purchased by the gov- 
ernment at a price barely sufficient to compensate the planter, 
and after being manufactured by public agents is re-sold at 
enormous profits. 

There are some interesting and notable sights in the neigh- 
borhood of Monterey, but which the claims of duty never 
allowed mo time to examine. I was particularly anxious to 
obtain a view of the landscape from the summit of the Sierra 
Silla, and which for extent, beauty, and sublimity, was repre- 
sented as being unsurpassed in the observation of those of onr 
people who accomplished the ascent. That loity mountain is 
seen tar and wide over the plains, and in all the long array of 
giant peaks, is the first to challenge the rising sun and the last 
to witness his departure. It wears the usual conical form of 
volcanic mountains, and the curious aaddle-aliaped depression 
in its top, may have been caused by the falling in of the 
ancient crater. A geological reconnoissarice would per- 
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lia^js GOiifipin the belief that it is ignigenons, eo forcibly sug- 
gested by its appearance. Standing on the east aide of Mon- 
terey and a short distance in advance of the Sierra Madre 
chain, it was scarcely a league from San Domingo. Yet, 
though probably not over five thousand feet in hight, so steep 
and rugged are its sides, that the persons who essayed to climb 
it, were usually absent two days from camp. Some officers 
of our brigade who had made the ascent in a sweltering day 
in November, determined to pass the night amuug the bare 
rocks, on the very pommel of the Saddle ; and from that 
lofty perch, to behold the whole gorgeous panorama of the 
dawn. Before they had been many houra in that situation, one 
of those sudden and not unfrequent commotions in the atmos- 
phere occuiTed, changing its temperature almost immediately 
from "India's fire to Zembla's frost." A freezing Norther 
swept across the plains and howling up the dark ravines of 
the mountain, brote with the fiiry of a hurricane upon our 
unprotected adventurers. With its first breath, all the loose 
articles in their bivouac were carried away ; and it was only 
by prostrating themselves upon the rocks, that the heaviest 
men avoided being borae off by the tempest. It is needless 
to add that the unlucky party, now chilled to the bone, 
awaited the god of day with increased impatience ; not, 
however, that tliey might see him in the brightness of glory, 
glancing from mountain to mountain, from valley to valley, 
and causing the whole earth to glow with a thousand hues 
in his dazzling flight, but that they might take the "wings 
of the morning," and fly from that bad eminence to our more 
genial camp below. 
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In company with a friend, (who, alas, like maay other 
young corapanioDB of that period, is now among the dead,) I 
spent a day in riding through Monterey and in examining 
sueh placea as were thought worthy of attention . A brief 
sketch of that visit may not he unacceptable to the reader, 
cBpecially &s he has obtained, in the preceding chapter, hat a 
distant bird's-eye "view of the city. It was more than a 
month after the battle, and the unhuried carcasses of horses 
and mules yet remained in the suburhs. Around these still 
lazily stalked many of the voracious and insatiable vultures, 
which, in anticipation of the baDC[uet, had been observed to 
descend from their mountain eyries to the field of carnage, 
as soon as the last echoes of the combat had died away. We 
entered the city by the road which passes under the eastern 
wall of the citadel. That fortress, and indeed all the minor 
Mexican works, wero said to be constructed on scientific 
principles ; and so admirably arranged as a whole system of 
defense, as to strengthen and protect each other. During 
tiie battle, the citadel was commanded by Colonel TJraga, 
who, I am forced to believe, tacitly permitted, if he did not 
actually authorize, the slaughter of several volunteers cap- 
tured near his position on the 2l8t of September. Thia 
Colonel is probably the present General Uraga, the military 
leader of the late successful revolution; I mean that b^ed 
upon " the plan of Guadalajara," by which President Arista's 
government was overthrown in January, 1853. 

JFrom the citadel, we rode first to the western suburbs, and 
gratified our curiosity with a view of the bights and works 
captured by General Worth's division. At the base of the 
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castle hill, we saw a giant cactus, more than twenty feet 
high, and which, when in bloom, must be a niagniiicent 
floral spectacle. We next directed our course to Arista's 
palace, and its adjacent gardens, then filled with luaciona 
and tempting fruits. The huilding possesses little architect- 
ural beauty, but its lofty and spacious rooms and breezy cor- 
ridors formed agreeable quarters for tlie sick and wounded 
soldiers who occupied them. The massive edifice inclosed 
three sides of a smoothly-paved paiio or court, which was 
filled with vases of flowers and fountains of crystal water, 
that shed a grateful coolness over the atmosphere. The 
fourth side of the square opened upon an extensive garden, 
which, in its aiTangement, displayed a degree of horticultural 
taste and knowledge not often surpassed in our own country. 
Parterres of flowers, hedges of pomegranates, alleys of limes, 
clumps of orange trees, bowers formed by the grape, the 
broad-leafed fig and the golden shaddock, the air filled with 
perfumes and the melody of birds ; altogether formed a scene 
that Shenstone might have envied, and that Downing might 
have been pleased to contemplate. 

From that delightful spot wo turned to examine a widely 
different place, the Oampo Santo, or cemetery, situated 
between Arista's palace and the town. It was surrounded 
by a high wail, and, like almost everytliing else bnilt by 
Spanish hands, strong enough to withstand an ordinary siege 
or earthquake, A large body of Mexican troops had occu- 
pied it at the commencement of the battle, but, after the fall 
of the Bishop's Castle, it was evacuated, a few balls skillfully 
thrown from Duncan's battery having caused them "to bile 
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over the walls," as an old artillerist expreBsively remarked. 
The walla sei-ved the double purpose of euclosiug the " holy 
ground," and as a place to deposit the dead. Eows of tombs 
were built in it, some of which being open, exposed to view 
" dead men's bones, and all unclcanncss." Leaving tliat 
gloomy receptacle of poor mortality, we entered the city by 
one of the streets which "Worth's division had fought through, 
to the Plaza de la Came, in the center of which is a rudely 
constructed jet d'ecm. Thence wo proceeded by the way of 
the Plaza Mereado^ or market square, to the great Plaza, 
around which are clustered the public buildings of the city. 

The streets of Monterey are all well paved with round 
stones, and sloped to a gutter in the middle. They are 
uncommonly narrow, which, however, causes no inconve- 
nience, since the people possess but few vehicles, and it sel- 
dom or never happens that 



The dreamy and dignifled old Hidalgos would probably pre- 
fer the roar and crash of Paixhan-guns, to .the rattle and 
clatter of omnibus and cab in tlieir idle and quiet city. 
Beside scaling oiT a little of the everlasting stucco from the 
walls, and sundering some of the scarcely more durable iron 
bars that protect the windows, our light artillery had not 
damaged the town. The houses, nearly without an excep- 
tion, are built of stone, and in the square, massive style well 
suited to that sultry and revolutionary country ; combining 
comfort with a solid strength that makes them as defensive 
as so many fortresses. The floors as weil as roofs, the latter 
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being supported by beams of imperishable mountain-cedar, 
are covered with a hard and beautiful cement, in the manu- 
facture of which the Mexicans have excelled for many cen- 
turies. But few of the mansions are more than one story 
high, though the great elevation of that, being eighteen 
or twenty feet with its crowning parapet walls, give to 
the exterior of the buildings a hight quite proportional to 
the breadth of the streets. The beat establishmenta cover a 
wide extent of ground and are generally arranged in a quad- 
rangular form, the stables and offices occupying one side of 
the square, with a court or small garden in the center. This, 
^8 well as the building, is reached from the street by a single 
large porte-cocli&re, in which a small door is inserted for the 
convenience of pedestrians. These huge bai'u-like doors 
and the few closely-barred windows,- — so unlike our inviting 
porticoes and bright Venetians, — give an exceedingly cheer- 
less and inhospitable aspect to the streets. The interior of 
the dwellings, however, excite very different imprtasions. 
In their internal arrangement, elegance and comfort are 
often judiciously combined. From the wide entrance just 
described, the visitor passes to the right and left, into spa- 
cious reception-rooms ; the polished floors, lofty ceilings and 
solid walls of which inclose a refreshing atmosphere even in 
mid-aummer. These front rooms generally communicate with 
the more private apartments of the family, situated in the 
wings of the building, all of which open upon a pleasant 
arcade, that sun-otmds t\i& ;patio, or space in the center. This 
comfortable appendage to the dwelling, affbi-ds the inmates 
a secluded place for exercise or amusement. And while it 
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protects the inner -walls from the sun, is itself generally 
sheltered by the overhanging branches of frnit trees and rare 
flowering vines, that breathe a delicious fragrance through 
its cool arches. These colonnades, as we afterward dis- 
covered when stationed in the city, were just the places in 
■which to enjoy a siesta or a bottle of vinto tino and cigar, 
after a fatiguing drill in the Plaza mayor. 

After visiting the churches and other public buildings, 
v/hich presented nothing remarkable either in design or 
embenishment, we entered a restaurant, where a very poor 
dinner was obtainable for sixteen rials, including the luxury 
of a table-cloth. The Mexicans are much more temperate 
than the Americans, both in eating and drinking ; and their 
cafes consequently are not as flourishing as those in our 
towns and villages. Their favorite beverages now, as at the 
princely feasts of the Aztec nobles in the days of their bar- 
baric splendor, are the pulque, distilled from the aloe, and 
the chocolate, prepared from the cacao. A very good red 
■wine is gi-own in parts of the tierra tem^lada, the quality of 
which might be much improved by the careful and cleanly 
process of manufacture pursued in our Ohio vineyards. 

Nearly all the shops of Monterey were open, and some of 
them contained assortments of rare and valuable goods, par- 
ticularly of Chinese fabrics. The market also seemed to be 
well attended by the country people. Kelying on the friendly 
assurance contained in the proclamation of the military gov- 
ernor of the city, the citizens had gradually returned to their 
homes. But they evidently avoided any familiar intercourse 
with the Americans. Naturally taciturn and serious, the 
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countenances of the better classes seemed to be yet more 
darkened with scowls of mingled hatred and sadness ; doubt- 
less attributable to wounded pride and disappointed hopes. 
I do not recollect ever to have heard a hearty laugh from 
Mexican lips ; and rarely indeed could they be induced to 
smile, " though Nestor swear the jest be laughable," The 
miserable leperos, however, who bask in the sunny plazas 
and hang around the huts of the suburbs, appeared perfectly 
indifferent to the fortunes of the city and even to their own 
fate. No spark of true patriotism, religion, or virtue, ever 
warmed their hearts. They seem incapable of the least 
intellectual effort ; and in their present ignorance and wretch- 
edness, no proof of the influence of Christianity and civiliza- 
tion in purifying and elevating the Indian race, can be 
recognized. The Indians of Mexico, comprising, it is said, 
at least two-thirds of its population, seem to have exchanged 
the rude virtues of their warlike ancestors for the vices of 
their concLuerors. Ages of slavery tinder Spanish masters, 
commencing with the repa/rtimiento system, so justly de- 
nonnced at its inception by the renowned Las Casas,* have 
rendered them incapable of appreciating or enjoying liberty ; 
even as the fish, long confined in the dark lakes of the Mam- 



* Fray Bartolome de la CflBBs, bishop of CMapa, was bom at Seville, in 1474 ; 
and WHS the first person admitled to priest's orders in the Neiv World. A benevo- 
lent misBionary and devoted friend of the aborigines, he was honored with the 
title of " Protector-General of the Indiana." He was the first to propose, as the 
meana of ameliorating the condition of the conquered notives of Cuba, that negro 
slaves should be introduced into that island. It wonld seem then, that the most 
enlarged philanthropy of \\ie 16th, as of the ]9lh century, eitended to but one 
favorite color. In the former the black was enslaved for the benefit of the red 
race ; and now the meok Chinaman is being substimled for the Afiican. 
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moth Cave, have lost the organs of vision from the absence 
of light. 

On the way to camp, after the visit to Monterey just men- 
tioned, I rode over the battle-field, and was shocked to per- 
ceive that the dogs and wolves had opened many of the 
shallow graves. The glacis, thrown across the gorge of the 
Teneria after ita capture, and in which many of the enemy 
had been buried, was a promiscuous mass of bonee and rags. 
The remains of our own soldiers were afterward more care- 
fully interred. The ofBcers who fell in the battle, were 
buried together in a little cemetery on the border of the 
wood of San Domingo, over which a cross waa erected in the 
hope that it would protect the hallowed spot from desecration. 
Many Mexicans have as little regard for the sanctity of the 
grave of an heretical Yankee, as the hyena itself; and there 
have been instances in which dying foreigners have been 
compelled to profess the Catholic religion in order to secnre 
c;ven the privilege of burial. 

Among the gallant officers whom death released from the 
service in the autumn of 1846, were Captain Eandolph 
Eidgely, of the Arfcilleiy, and Brigadier General Thomas L, 
Hamcr, The former possessed one of those dauntless spirits 
that revel in danger aa if it were their natural element ; and 
by his conspicuous courage and skill in battle had already 
[ a brilliant reputation. After the death of Major 
i at Palo Alto, he had succeeded to the command of 
the " Plying Artillery," — a post for which he was eminently 
fitted. In battle, he seemed to bear a charmed life ; but 
though shielded in the midst of so many perils, it was not 
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proof against the accidents of fortune. He waa the most 
accomplished horseman in the army, and yet by one of those 
inserutahle and most unexpected dispensations of Provi- 
dence, met death by the slipping of his horse while riding in 
the streets of Monterey. 

General Ilamer, commander of onr brigade, died in camp 
at San Domingo, on the night of the 2d of Decemher, after 
a very brief illness. The writer, who became acquainted 
with him at the commencement of the war, and enjoyed 
much of his society during the campaign, is conscious that 
his rude and nnpraeticed pen can not portray his character, 
or render more than a feeble tribute to his many excellent 
qnalities of head and heart. Never was a general more 
beloved by his troops ; and indeed, his frank and popular 
manners gained him friends in every society in which he 
was thrown. Throughout his sickness, his tent was besieged 
by the men with sorrowful facea and anxious inquiries. The 
devotion of his own brigade was evinced in one of those 
sad scenes, which 1 was often called to witness,- — the death of 
a soldier. Early in the night of General Hamer's decease, 
private Collins of oor regiment breathed his l^t ; and with 
his dying words expressed the most affectionate interest for 
his General. A few honrs aftei-ward that loTed superior 
suddenly expired, in the presence of his physician, Dr. Cald- 
well, and a few officers of the brigade, exhibiting in his last 
moments his usual serenity and fortitude : 

"— — So calm his exit ! 

Kiglit (lews fall not mora gently to the Bround, 

Nor weory, worn-out vf mds expire so soft." 
The whole camp, from the commander-in-chief down to the 
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roughest soldier in the ranks, esteemed him and lamented 
his death.* General Ilamer was well known as an able 
lawyer, and the most popular and elocLuent orator of the 
Democratic party in Ohio. The complexion of his politics 
was not, perhaps, quite red enough to siiit his party in the 
times in which he lived ; yet was he universally esteemed as 
a true patriot and a sound statesman. He had represented 
his district in the councils of the nation, where his excellency 
of speech and wisdom commanded the admiration and con- 
fidence of his peers. But lately re-elected to Congress, and 
with a briliant position in the army, a dazzling career of 

* When General Taylor was informed of Hamer's death, he exclaimed, "I have 
lost Ihe halanee -wheel of my volunteer army!" The following comniunicationa 
innnilest to some extent, the regard entertained for the deceased General at head- 

Mead- QtiaTiers, Antty of Occupatum, 
Camp ?«or Simtterey, December 3, 1846. 

" Sir : It beoomQB mj melancholy duty to report the death of Br^adier General 
Hamer, of the volunteer aerviae, who expired last evening, after a short ilineas. 
The order to the army announcing this Hudden dispensation, expresssa but leebly 
the high estimation in which the deceased wna held by nil who knew him. In 
council, I found liim clear and judicious ; end in llie Bdminiatration of his com- 
mand, though kind, yet always impartial and jusl. He was an active participant 
in the operations before Monterey, and since hod commanded the volunteer 
division. His ioss to the army at this time can not be supplied, and the eipstience 
which he daily acquired in a new profession rendered his services continually more 
valuable. I had looked forward wilh confidence to the benefit of his abilities and 
judgment in the service which yet lies before us, and feel most sensibly the priva- 
tion of them 

" I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z, Taylok, Major General U. S. A., commanding. 

The Adjutant General, Wnaliington, D. C." 
Orders j Head-Quarleis, Army of OcnipatiBa, 

No. 150. i Camp near Monterey, PeceniherS, 1846. 

" With feelings of profound sorrow, the commanding general announces to the 
troops the decease of Brigadier General T. L. Hamer, of the volunteer service, who 
expired last evening, after a short but violent illness. The ability and judgment 
displayed by the deceased general in the exercise of his military command, and tlie 
sterling qualities which marked his private character, endeai'ed him justly to the 
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eai'thly honors was opening before him, and had he lived, he 
would probably have " touched the highest point of mortal 
greatness." His manners were natural, gracefal and win- 
ning ; his person robust and manly ; and his features, though 
not handsome, exceedingly prepossessing and intellectual. 
He was one of those men, whose souls appear to he ever 
beaming through their faces. His conversation was cheer- 
ful and interesting, and the wit and anecdote with which he 
pointed and adorned it, was always brilliant and charming. 
It has never been my fortune to know one who understood 
better than Hamer, when and how to uso "the word fitly 
spoken," which, "is like apples of gold in pictures of silver." 
His cool head, ripe judgment, enlightened spirit and com- 
prehensive genius would have made him eminent in any 
position. During the campaign he had shown a practical 
good sense and talent for military aflairs, not often displayed 
by those suddenly elevated by political influence from civil 
life to high rank in the army. 

The funeral ceremonies on the 4tli of December were 
solemn and touching, and there were not many dry eyes at 

army and io hia many peraoonl Iriends, By die army in the field, and by the 
cilizans of Ms own Elale, his loss will be severely felt; to those connected with 
hira by closer tiee it will be iireparable. The deceased will be iiitened at 10 
o'clock, A. M., tO'inoiTow, with the honors due to his tnnk. Brigadier General 
Quitman, commanding the yolunteer division, will conduct the funernl cere- 
monies, and will command tho escort, to he composed of one regiment oi' volunteer 
inianlry, one company of cavalry, Bnd two pieces of ailillery. The cavalry and 
orlillery of the escort will be designated by Biigadier Geneial Twiggs from his 
division, and will report to General Quitman at 9 o'clock to-morrow. 

"All officers off duty are respeclfully invited to attend the funeral, from the head- 
quarters of the Ohio and Kentucky bngade. 

" By order of Major General Tsylos : 

W. W. S. Buss, 
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tlie grave. The remains of the venerated General were sub- 
sequentiy conveyed, — in accordance -with a resolution of the 
Legislature of Ohio,— to his former home in Brown county, 
where a vast concourse of his old friends and neighbors 
united in his final obsequies. His name and fame will 
never be forgotten by the brave and patriotic people of the 
great State he served and honored. So long as parity of pur- 
pose, wisdom, doqnence and conrage are esteemed, they will 
treasure his memory in affectionate rememberance. I trust 
the day is not far distant, when Ohio (emulating the generous 
example of her sister States) will testify her appreciation of 
such services and sacrifices by rearing a monument in honor 
of her own lamented dead ; and inscribe high npon its mar- 
ble muster-roll the deathless name of " Ilamer," — statesman 
and soldier, — in utroqus fidelis. 

Before concluding this chapter, I desire to review briefly 
the military movements of the autumn : And first, those of 
the Mexican forces. We have seen that the army of General 
Ampudia after the battle of Monterey, had retreated not only 
beyond the line agreed upon by the convention of September 
24th ; but to the city of San Luis de Potosi, situated hundreds 
of miles in the interior. The pass of the Rinconada or Los 
Muertos, is the gate to the broad table-lands of Korthera 
Mexico, It is two marches from Monterey and is the strong- 
est natural position for defense I ever saw, or read of, save 
Thermopyla3, Nature scarcely needed the assistance of art 
in defending the pass ; yet on the brow of the mountain and 
commanding the narrow and steep ascent, strong intrench- 
ments had been thrown up, and preparations made for a 
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serious resistance. JBj its abandonment, the State of Coa- 
hiiila, with its rich capital, Saltillo, was left open to our 
arms, 

A month later, on the 27th of October, the garrison of 
Tampico under General Pan-odi, after dismantling their 
batteries and throwing their heavy guns into the sea, also 
retreated to San Luis through the pass of Tula. The people 
of the frontier States of Jllexico witnessed these moveniente 
with surprise and alarm ; and complained loudly of the cen- 
tral government for having thus left them to the tender mer- 
cies of the enemy. But these dispositions attest the sagacity 
and military talent of General Santa Anna, who having 
recently been restored to power, had entered the bloody arena 
as proudly and boldly as one of his own favorite game-cocka. 
He foresaw the impossibility of making head against the 
American arms, with even the preponderant force his conntry 
had heretoibre set in the field. To prevent the Mexican 
divisions from being beaten in detail, he wisely determined 
to concentrate the entire military strength of the Republic ; 
and then by one heavy and sudden blow upon a weak point 
of his adversary, restore the morale of his troops and the 
sinking fortunes of his country. The point too (San Luis de 
Potosi) which he had selected for the re-organization of his 
grand army, being nearly equi-distant from all parts of our 
widely extended line, favored his designs ; and at the same 
time would enable him to meet promptly invasions from any 
quarter or prommoiamientos at the capital. Keeping a 
strong division of Infantry and Lancprs in observations at 
Tula, and throwing his numerous Cavalry forwaKl on the 
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road to Saltillo, he remained quietly at San Luis until the 
38th of Januaiy, 1847 ; duriDg which time many and e:(ag- 
gerated accounts of Iiie forces and designs reached our eamp. 
There were some among us, who saw in every fire that 
blazed upon tlie mountains, the signal for an insurrection ; 
and who magnified every plump of partisan Lancers seen in 
the valley, into the van-guard of an approaching army. But 
General Taylor, from his time-worn tent at San Domingo, 
calmly watched the gathering storm ; and when told that 
Santa Anna would finally advance with thirty thousand men 
of all arms, is said to have replied, " In that event, I shall 
want ten thousand." 

Let us now examine the position and strength of the 
Anaerican forces at this period. It will be remembei'ed that 
at the commencement of hostilities, our government deter- 
mined to invade Mexico with three columns. The first or 
"Army of the West" under General Kearney, marching 
from the frontier of Missouri across the Indian territoiy, 
was ordered to conquer the State of New Mexico ; and, with 
the co-operation of our Pacific fleet, the State of Alta Cali- 
fornia. This column performed the task ^signed it before 
the close of the year 1846. Those distant departments of 
Mexico were virtually annesed to the United States, and 
supplied with constitutions of the most approved pattern, and 
laws of the latest fashion. It must be confessed that the 
establishment of these civil governments, was not calculated 
to convince the world, that the object of the Cabinet at 
Washington was different from that which had been pre- 
viously disclosed with such amiable navieU by our minister to 
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Mexico, a plain-apoken Buckeye, who had not studied diplo- 
miicy in the schools of Mettemich and Talleyrand. 

The second column, or "Army of the Center," tinder 
General "Wool, inarched about the same time from San 
Antonio, Texas, in the direction of the enemy's State of 
Chihuahua, with orders to capture and hold it subject to a 
definitive treaty of peace. General Wool, finding no prac- 
ticable route to Chihnaliua, except one by way of the towns 
Monclova and Parras, which brought him within a few 
leagues of Saltillo, was fortunately ordered by General Tay- 
lor to abandon his original purpose, and await further orders 
at Parras. Though this expedition had thus been defeated 
in its object, the long and weary march of Wool's command 
had been favorable to the training of the volunteers compos- 
ing it ; and who soon afterward exhibited their discipline 
and constancy on the field of Buena Vista. 

With the progress and condition of the third column or 
" Army of Occupation," as it continued to be designated, 
the reader is already famihar. He has seen it dislodge the 
enemy from Monterey, and then quietly encamp in and 
aronnd the city, to await the progress of diplomacy during 
the armistice. Our g-overnment had sent to that of Mexico 
a proposition to open negotiations for peace immediately 
after the return of Santa Anna fi-om exile ; and had been 
briefly informed, in reply, that the question would be laid 
before the new Mexican Congress, which was to assemble 
in December. Now if that Congress shoiild consent to treat 
for a termination of the existing war, and a peace upon the 
basis of the uti possidetis should be established, it was 
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clearly desirable that we shonld be found in poBsession of the 
the whole country north of the Sierra Madro. And if the 
Mexican Congress should refuse, as it did, to enter into ne- 
gotiations, the possession of Tampico and the establishment 
of a new basis of operations on the East would facilitate the 
conquest of a peace. Our Cabinet therefore very wisely de- 
termined to prceeeute the war in the interval that must 
elapse before the assembling of the Mexican Congress, with 
the utmost vigor, and issued orders for a combined attack 
upon Tampico by land and sea. The mOTemcnt was arrested 
by the news of the capitulation of Monterey, at the date of 
which General Taylor was not apprized of the changes that 
had occurred in the views of hia government. The enemy, 
however, as we have seen, hastened to abandon the threat- 
ened port, Tampico, and it was soon afterward occupied by 
the naval force under Commodore Feny. 

On the 3d of November, General Taylor was instructed 
by his government to terminate the armistice. All the hopes 
of peace which he had reasonably entertained were dissi- 
pated. On the 6th of November, he sent Major Graham to 
notify the Mexican general-in-chief, that the temporary sus- 
pension of arms would cease on the 13th, the date at which 
the notice was expected to reach San Luis de Potosi, 3Iajor 
Graham proceeded no further than Saltiilo, whence liis dis- 
patches were forwarded to Santa Anna by the governor of 
Ooahuila. The Mexican general in his acknowledgment of 
their arrival, thoughtlessly or maliciously insinuated that 
the notice was not waiTanted by the terms of the convention 
of Monterey ; but added that Taylor might commence hos- 
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tilitiea when he pleased, and that he would duly correspond 
to them. This note met General Taylor at Saltillo, which 
city he had entered without opposition on the 16th of Ko- 
vemher, at the head of Worth's divieion. He at once, in a 
second communication, vindicated his government from the 
imputation of a want of faith, and concluded by expressing 
the hope that the august Mexican Congress would find it for 
the interest and honor of the nation, to enter upon an ami- 
cable negotiation for the settlement of exieting difficulties. 
General Santa Anna, in reply, courteously submitted to Gen- 
eral Taylor's better judgment of the armistice ; but assured 
tho American General, that neither the Congress nor any 
Mexican (the words in italics were probably intended to 
clear his own garments from the smell of treason) could 
ever listen to any proposition for peace, until the forces 
of the United States had withdrawn from the national ter- 
ritory. 

General Taylor leaving Worth and twelve hundred regular 
troops at Saltillo, now our advance post, with Wool at the 
head of twenty-four hundred men, on his flank at Parras, 
returned to Monterey and prepared next to occupy Victoria, 
the capital of Tamaulipaa. That city was not only an im- 
portant point, politically, but being situated at the debouchee 
of the Tula pass, a strong force there would threaten the 
llank of the Mexican army should it attempt to advance upon 
Saltillo, Accordingly on the 13th of December, the com- 
mander-in-chief, having previously ordered Tatterson's divis- 
ion which had been lefS; in reserve upon tho Rio Grande, to 
meet him at Victoria, marched eastward with the brigades of 
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Twig^ and Quitman, leayiiig General Butler in c 
Monterey, with a BmaU battalion of Kegulara, the 4th In- 
fantry, in the city, and our brigade still in camp at San 
Domingo. 
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CHAPTER Tin. 

F*LSE reports.-— Why and how we went to Saltillo,— The loan of a donkey,— 
Forced march across the Sierra Madre — Mountoiii scenery. — La Rinconadn.— 
The aloe plant.— Los Muertos — The (ierra tenipliuia., — Bivouac at the Palomas 
paas. — Conduct of the nattvea. — A cotton factory.— Scnrcity of fuel.— SufieringB 
of the troops. — Rabbit hunts. — A visit to Saltillo. — Christmas-eve. — Another 
stampeda. — Christraaa-day in Saltillo. — Lassoing a team. — Return to Monterey. 

The reader who traces on the map of Mexico, the long 
lino occupied by our troopa in the winter of 18i6, in distant 
and small detachments, and then looJ^s at the position of the 
Ignited Mesiean forces at San Luis de Potosi, might perhaps 
suppose that General Taylor had committed a palpable fault 
in so dividing his army as to prevent its timely concentration 
at any threatened point. But when he ia informed that there 
are no practicable paaeea through the roclsy barrier of the 
Sierra Madre, save at Tida and Einconada, and that it is 
impossible to transport artillery through the former; that 
between San Luis and Saltillo, there is a yaat desert, 
which is of all natural obstacles the most difficult for an 
army to overcome; he will perceive how the rules of war 
are governed by the country in which it is waged, and admit 
that the American arms were in no way eompromited by 
the dispositions which followed the termination of the armis- 
tice. Our greatest difficulty was in obtaining reliable infor- 
mation of the enemy's designs, and we were consec[uently 
annoyed hy many false and vexatious alarms. On the other 
12 
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hand, General Santa Anna was correctly advised of all our 
movemente by the citizens in our vicinity ; and unfortunately 
by the sad capture and death of Lieutenant Eichey at Villa 
Grande, obtained poasession of dispatches -which revealed to 
him Scott's proposed descent upon Vera Cruz, to be preceded 
by the withdrawal from our line, of the elite of Taylor's vic- 
torious army, Eveiy one remembers how he profited by this 
knowledge ; how despite the clamors of his own countrymen 
concerning bis inactivity, he remained at San Luis drilling 
his troops and collecting the necessary material for the cam- 
paign, until all our regular and many of om' volunteer regi- 
ments had joined General Scott upon the coast; and how, 
when the long anticipated moment an'ived, his mighty host 
rapidly crossed the desert and rolled, like the swelling tide 
of Fundy, up through the valley cf Angostura. 

It has been stated in the preceding chapter, that General 
Taylor marched for Tictoria on the 13th of December, leav- 
ing the 1st Ohio and the 1st Kentucky regiments, formerly 
Hamer's brigade, and which after his death had been broken 
upj in camp near Monterey, The departure of so considera- 
ble a portion of our force, and especially of the commander- 
in-chief, whose presence always seemed sufficient to inspire 
the weakest coi'ps with confidence, gave room to many vague 
surmises concerning the enemy, and "wMeh soon attained a 
threatening magnitude. The most important of th^e, gene- 
rally known as " Worth's big stampede," caused a commo- 
tion that was felt from Saltillo to the Brazos, and brought 
every battalion several marches up the line. On the night 
of the 16th of December, General Butler commanding at 
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Monterey, received a message from General Worth to the 
effect that Santa Anna designed to take advantage of the 
diversion of force toward Yictoria, to strike a heavy blow at 
Saltillo ; and if siiccessful, then at General Wool's force at 
Parras. This rumor, caused by some unimportant movement 
in the enemy's camp which was reported by onr spies, ob- 
tained color from the advantage it was supposed to promise 
the Mexicans. General Butler inunediately commanded the 
1st Ohio and let Kentucky regiments, with Captain Web- 
ster's howitzer battery, to move by forced marches on Sal- 
tUlo; and dispatched orders to hasten np troops from the 
rear. The intelligence also overtook General Taylor at Mon- 
temorelos, who immediately tamed back with Twiggs' divis- 
ions, leaving Quitman's brigade to continue its mai-ch east- 
ward. But on his return to Monterey, learning that the 
expected movement of Mexican troops had not taken place ; 
and that in addition to onr brigade, General Wool's column 
was also hastening to reinforce Worth at Saltillo, he made a 
rapid countermarch on Victoria. 

General Butler's order reached our camp at San Domingo 
at 2 A. M. on tlie 17th of December ; and as we were expect- 
ed to be in Monterey at dawn, but few hours were allowed 
for preparation. We however, " took the instant by tlie for- 
ward top." The men set fire to their huts, hurriedly packed 
their knapsacks by the light their flames afforded, and then 
cooked breakfast upon the glowing embers. As there was 
not a wagon or pack-mule in the camp, and the march was 
to be a rapid one, the soldiers were required to reduce their 
baggage to tlie smallest possible compass. Many articles of 
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comfort, that had been collected dEring our long stay at San 
Domingo, were therefore necesBarily abandoned. Yet when 
the battalion was formed, I was surprised to observe heavy 
and rudely-constructed bird-cages hanging upon the hacks of 
a few men. These contained hirda of the parrot tribe, 
caught in the grove, and which their owners prefen-ed to ear- 
ly rather than more useful articles. Though somewhat ener- 
vated from long inaction, the troops shrank not from the 
fatigues in prospect. More tranquil than before the battle 
of Monterey, they were yet as ready for the encounter, and 
animated by as good a spirit as conld be wished. The reflec- 
tion too, that the regiment had now attained a degree of dis- 
cipline which rendered it doubly as formidable as it had pre- 
viously been, was a source of no little satisfaction to its com- 
manding officer. 

Leaving a small guard to attend the sick, and follow with 
the tents as soon as the means of transportation were sup- 
plied, the column cheerfully set forward. Long, and tedious 
to many, as was our sojourn at San Domingo, yet will its 
grateful shades resting now upon the graves of many hrave 
comrades, ever he remembered with associations of mingled 
pleasm^ and sorrow. It was qnite dark when we moved 
from the gi'ove, but before wo reached the city, the sun 
emerged from the golden portals of the East, shedding a glo- 
rious effulgence ovei' the monntain-tops, and which gradu- 
ally descended upon the trembling shadows of the valley, 
until the whole scene at length rejoiced in the perfect day. 
Wc entered the to^vn without beat of drum, and stacked 
arms in the plaza, just as a gi'oup of jnicsts were hastening 
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to matins. They pansed npon the steps of the cathedral in 
evident surprise at the sudden appearance of our brigade in 
marching trim; and their manner went far to satisfy me that 
General Santa Anna was at that moment calmly reposing at 
San Luis de Potosi. The conduct of the intelligent and well- 
informed natives, vras a tolerably good index to such matters. 
After making such an early start, it would have been pos- 
sible to reach the Einconada in one march ; but we were 
unfortnnately detained in Monterey several hours in obtain- 
ing a supply of ammunition, shoes, etc. It was not until 11 
o'clock, and when a thermometer in one of the eool mansions 
of the city indicated a temperature of ninety degrees, that 
the column composed of our brigade and Webster's battery, 
attended by General Butler in person, was ordered to move. 
In the meanwhile, some of the men in addition to the weight 
of their equipments, had succeded in getting "bricks in their 
caps." Those we would have left as being overladed, but 
they insisted that they " could march the better, since their 
knapsacks were now balanced." Judging from the replies 
that were generally encountered by officers on such occasions, 
one might reasonably infer that the Mexican agvadienU, like 
the Falstaffian beverage, sherris sack, had a " two-fold virtue 
in it," making men witty as well as "very hot and valiant." 
Passing round the hill of the Obispado, we bade adieu to 
the beautiful and balmy region in which we had long lingered, 
and entered the gorge so often noticed in previons pages of 
this narrative; on our right, the Miter mountain, on our 
left, the Sierra Madre, soaring to the skies. The road for 
several miles, is closely flanked by mountains, and the scene- 
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often compelled to wade in the course of the day, meanders 
through the narrow valley and embraces in its graceful araaB 
some spots of rich verdure. The shades of evening closed 
around us at Santa Catalina; and as many of the men were 
lagging from fatigue, we detei'minod to halt in the hamlet. 
An hour afterward, the rear-guard with the stragglers, came 
up in high glee, driving before them what, from its great size 
and singular motion, appeared to be a camel or bnnch-backed 
dromedary. On approaching the camp-fires, it was discovered 
to be a moving mass of knapsacks : but it was not until they 
were unbnekled and removed one by one, that the motive 
power was disclosed to the amused spectators, in a diminu- 
tive donkey, much jaded and looking quite woe-begone. 
Had it been one of Ericson's caloric engines, I could scarcely 
have been more surprised; so utterly disproportionate were 
the weight and bulk of the burden, to that of the animal. 

General Taylor had published an order prohibiting the 
men from owning riding animals ; but the soldiers often 
lorrowed them on emergencies like the present. They were 
always cheerfully restored to the Mexican claimants after a 
a few hours' use. It may be needless to add that the double- 
jointed and iron-ribbed donkey that brought such a mountain 
of baggage into Santa Catalina was— u forced loan. The 
ass,- — one of the things specially mentioned in the command- 
ment against covetousness, — is almost the commonest species 
of property among the Mexicans, £^ among the Israelites. 
So common and cheap indeed, that no divine or human 
injunction concerning it was ever much regarded. It was 
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■' nothing but a d d, jackaea any how ;" and 

generally received more curees than corn. On the hnvried 
march to Saltillo a nnmber of them were at Tarioua times 
and places pressed into the service, I recollect one occasion 
when, having ridden unexpectedly to the rear, I surprised a 
party of soldiers engaged in lifting a donkey bodily over a 
stone wall that separated his pasture from the road. Though 
it never displeased me to know that the animals of the 
enemy were sometimes required to assist our men in beaiing 
" the burden and heat of the day ;" yet it was impossible to 
overlook this singular highway operation, lest the offense, 
once countenanced by an officer, should be changed " to 
virtue and to worthiness." The party being caught ^agrcmU 
ddioto^ at once took up their arms and resumed the march, 
leaving the patient and stupid ass dangling across the wall. 
Calling them back to reHeve the animal from that ludicroue 
attitude, I rode rapidly off, not doubting however, but that 
they would find it much more convenient to pull him into 
the road, than to push him back into the field. 

"With the first glimmering of dawn on the 18th, we leffc 
Santa Catalina, and soon afterward began to climb the broad 
mountain which lies between that village and La Rinconada. 
Ifc is eight leagues across that dreary and voiceless Sierra ; 
and not one human habitation or drop of water in the wholo 
distance. Though the ascent is gradual, yet so rough was 
the road and so warm the day, that many of the men 
enfeebled by sickness or relaxed by previous inaction, soflered 
greatly from exertion and thirst. No one seemed to bear the 
fatigue better than a Mexican boy, about twelve years of age^ 
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who (hia father having heen killed in the battle of I 
had attached himself to Captain Hamilton of our regiment.* 
It was nearly noon when we arrived, thirsty and panting, at 
the top of the mountain, where we halted for those who had 
loitered hehind, ^ nnable to keep up with the march. The 
view from tho lofty ridge we had gained, was grand beyond 
example. No trace of verdure could be seen ; but in every 
direction bare and bristling peaks, flashing in the hot sun, 
met the astonished eye, A single glance, and we were ready 
to exclaim with the poet, — ■ 



. It was many a weary step from the summit of the mountain 
to the water at Rinconada ; and over a more rocky and pre- 
cipitous road. Soon after commencing the descent, we mot 
a Mexican driving a few mules, which were laded with 
apples for the Monterey market. A very poor variety of 
that fruit is imperfectly grown on the high land around 
Saltilio ; suflciently hard and knotty to bear transportation 
in rough hampers lashed upon the backs of mules. The 
oranges and other fruits of the tierra calienie, are brought 
hack in exchange, to tho inhabitants of the mountain regions. 
The startled arriero was much rejoiced to find that he would 
be allowed to pass unmolested ; and politely offered us watef 
from a large gourd which he carried ; a generous sacrifice, 

* The boy'3 name was, I understood, Carlos da la Crni. He was a spiighlly 
yoiuli, a great fEvorite with the Boldiers, and after he had acquired our ianguase 
waa olten tt useful interpreter. After enduring all the iiardahipa of llis campaign, 
lie was brought to Ohio by his excellent patron, Captain Edwnrd Hamilton ; anii is 
yet enjoying the favor and protection of that gallant gentleman. 
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nardly to be expected from one who had such a dry and toil- 
some path before him. The traveler in Mexico soon learns 
to estimate highly the precious element ■witli which the 
Creator haa so bonntifally blessed our own land, and to 
appreciate fuUy the many beautiful allusions to floods, and 
wells and water-brooks contained in the Bible. 

At La Einconada, which is, as its name signifies, " a 
litfcie comer " or nook, we found a rapid stream of warm 
water, strongly impregnated with sulphur. It issued from a 
nan-ow glen, so gloomy and forbidding in its aspect, that, 
with the hot brimstone flavor of the water on hia tongue, the 
spectator might readily suppose it the entrance to Hades. 
In this sequestered spot and hemmed in on three sides by 
towering mountains, is a single large rancho, built of 
adobes, and designed, I presume, chiefly for the accommoda- 
tion of travelers. Scattered over the few acres of arable 
ground aronnd the house, we saw, for the first time in per- 
fection, that miracle of the vegetable kingdom, the aloe, 
(agave Americana ;) and which was to the Aztecs, all tliat 
the reindeer is to the Laplanders.* Though the officers 
and men generally were active and cheerful, and untiring, 
thronghout the march, in efforts to encourage and assist the 

* The distinEuifilied hialotioii, Preacott, in his "Conquest of Mexico," gives Ihe 
following account of Ihe vorious and importnnt uses to which the maguey wna 
applied by the Bborigiues. To those, the modem Mexicans hove added another, 
by converting it into a hedge plant, for whioli it is very valuiible in the greot 
ecarcity of wood for fencing. 

" Its htuiEcd leaves afforded a pasta from whicJi paper was manufactured ; its 
Juice was fermented into an intoxicating beverage, pulque ; of which the natives to 
this day, are exceedingly ibnd ; its loaves further supplied an impenetrable thatch 
for the more humble dwellings ; Ihi-eod, of wMch coarse stuffs were made, and 
strong cords, wcredrawn from its tough and twisted fibres; pins and needles were 
made of the thorns at the extremity of its leaves i and the root when properly 
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weak, it was late in the afternoon oefore the last feeble and 
foot-sore soldier limped down to the Btreana at La Rinconada. 
Some of the foremost troops had already kindled fires, expect- 
ing to pass the night there ; but when the rear-gnard came 
in, General Butler determined to push across the next sierra 
by the famous pass of Los Muertos, and encamp at Agna 
Caliente. The men were cramped and stiffened by the toil- 
some march they had already performed ; but they at once 
shouldered their ai'ms and fell into ranks, A few, utterly 
exhausted, were unable to proceed, and did not overtake the 
column until the next day. 

The road at the Einconada turns abruptly to the left, and 
winds for a league tip through a narrow gorge, at the head 
of which the enemy had erected a strong field-work. About 
half way up, it turns a bold shoulder of the mountain ; and 
for the rest of the distance sweeps round a deep hollow in 
its bare sides, every foot of which might be commanded by a 
battery on the summit. Tho sun had left the valley before 
us, and the mountains, obscured by tho gathering shades of 
night, loomed up in bhick and shapeless masses against the 
sky. The faint light which remained, revealed to us a 
number of rude crosses that studded the steep ascent.* 

cooked, was oonvBrted into a palatable and nnttilious food. The agave, in short, 
was meat drink clothing and wriUng'inttterials for the Aaleo I Surely, never did 
nature iiirlose in so compact a form so many of the elements ofliuman comfort and 
civilization 

• Los Mnertoa or the dead men's " pass, obtains its name Irom the number of 
mnrders comn itted m tl at wild and dismal spot. It is customary to mark those 
Boeiies uf violence w ll the symbol of the Christian faith. In oonBequenoe, as I 
suppose of tho iifficulty of pi an tins crosses 'h 'I'o bard mountain toad, those in 
the pass of Los Mueitos were supported by Inrgo piles of stones, beneath which, 
many of cur [>enple believed, were the bones of tlie dead. 
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Before getting throiigh the pass, we experienced a most 
nnwelcome eliange of temperature ; often so sudden and 
perceptible when altitude regulates the climate, as in Mexico. 
The cold night-wind flowing through the gorge from the 
table-lands above, to the warm valleys we had left, was 
keenly felt ; and after our halt benumbed u3 all. It was 
quite dark when the weary stragglers reached the bald crest 
of the mountain ; but they were there stimulated to exertion 
by the blaze of the bivouac fires in advance, and around 
■which were assembled their comrades preparing the evening 
meal. 

"We encamped near some hot-springs, of which there are 
many possessing various mineral properties along the Sierra 
Madre range. After the cravings of hunger and thirst were 
appeased, cheerfulness returned even to those who were com- 
pelled to undergo the additional fatigue of guard-duty. So 
true it is, that the soldier in active service is alike heedle^ 
of past suffering and indifferent to the future. Thirst was 
his greatest tormentor in Mexico, but eveiy stream from 
which he drank seemed to possess the quality of Lethe's 
waves. Though the day thus spent in crossing the Sierra 
Madre was one of the most fatiguing of the campaign, it 
was yet full of interest and excitement ; inspired both by the 
cause of our forced march, and the grand marvellous exhibi- 
tions of nature around ws. 

On the 19th, we had an early reveille, and marched before 
dawn, determined to reach Saltillo in the afternoon, though 
some of us wei-e far from believing that Santa Anna was 
hastening, as reported, toward the same point. The road, 



Hosted b/ Google 



264 THE APPEAKAKCB OF THE COUHTEY, 



now by an easy grade, led tis to the table-land of Coahuila, 
and we soon found ourselves in a vast and elevated plain, 
which was encompassed by a lofty mountain rampart. At 
the south-weetern extremity of the plateau, near the point 
at which the roety ranges converge to form the valley of 
Angostura — (in which is the pasa of Buena Yista) is the 
capital of the State, Saltillo. About midday, we met Lieu- 
tenant Colonel May with his Dragoons, en route for Mon- 
terey. He informed us that the report of Santa Anna's 
advance, had not been confirmed ; that there was no neces- 
sity for haste ; and that General Worth desired ua to encamp 
on a stream two leaguea this side of Saltillo, near Canon of 
Palomaa (pass of Pigeons,) by which, it was rumored, a 
division of the enemy designed to get in rear of the town 
and cut off our communication with Monterey.* At this 
intelligence, we slackened our pace and proceeded leisurely 
to the spot designated. 

The face of the country, over which we marched, was bare, 
even of chaparral, and was in appearance exceedingly sterile. 
15ut the many ranchbs and numerous fields gave evidence of 
a more settled and industrious population than any we had 
yet seen ; the austerity of the climate, unlike the genial 
temperature of the lower country, rendering systematic labor 
necessary. In the summer season, the rough aspect of that 
region is probably much softened, by the green and attractive 
garniture with which it is decked by Ceres and Pomona, 

* It wnathroDgh this same "Pigeon Pass," that Minon'H cavalry brigade rfti? cross 
two months afterward, yiz — on ihe day preceding llie battle of Bucna Vistn. It is 
rather reniorltable iJiat the rnmor should have floated to our ears so long before the 
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The soil though dry, is generous, and ty the simple applica- 
tion of water is made productive. Irrigation therelore, is 
extenaively practiced on those elevated and thirsty plateaus. 
In the neighborhood in which we encamped, were numerous 
canals, which, gathering water from the only stream in that 
part of the country, assisted in fertilizing many a broad acre 
of the parching plains, Ab the soil would be utterly worth- 
less for agricultural purposes without the application of water, 
the poor husbandmen are compelled to pay high rents to the 
proprietors of the canals as well as to the landlords. We 
were informed that two crops were gathered from the same 
land every twelve months, as in the tierra caliente ; bnt here 
one of them was a crop of small grain. Wheat sowed in 
Kovember, is ready for tho sickle in April ; and com is 
planted immediately after the wheat harvest. 

Soon after encamping, we observed that the inhabitants 
of some ranchos not far off, alarmed at the vicinity of 
the dreaded voluntarioSy were preparing to abandon their 
homes. To these we immediately sent assurances of good 
treatment, and offered a guard for their property if desired. 
This ti'anquilized them, and they were soon induced to enter 
our lines ; bringing chickens, eggs, and what was most 
acceptable, some dried fruit. Some of them were intelligent 
people, and conversed freely about their government, with 
which they expressed much discontent. 

Between our camp and Saltillo, and located upon the 
stream before mentioned, was a cotton factory; the only 
establishment of the kind, I believe, in Northern Mexico. 
Indeed, notwithstanding the adaptation of large tracts of 



Mexican territory to the growth of cotton, and the high tariff 
policy of the government, there are bnt few mamifactori^ 
in any part of the country.* The most extensive are at 
Puebla ; but none of them are said to be prosperous, though 
the price of coarse cotton goods (not smuggled) is from thirty 
to forty cents per yard. The ownei's of the factory did not 
appear to be particularly friendly to the United States, whoae 
traders they said were following our armies and filling the 
Mexican mai'kets with clieap cottons. One of them informed 
me that the Mexican editoi-s were all for war to the bitter 
end ; and based many hopes upon the peace party in the 
United States, which was soon expected topronounce against 
President Polk. 

• I Em templad to quole in this connection,— us explanatoiy of the causes that 
have operated against the development of the indnstrial iaEerasCs of the country, — 
part of an excellent article that nppeared in the number for May, 1847, of tliat val- 
uable periodical, "Hunt's Merchants' Mogozine.'' The difficulties encoimlered in 
the recent Tehuanlepee negotiations, confiim what the writer says conceniing the 
jealousy and opposition of the natives to the enterprise of foreigners. 

" Whoever conlemplales the map of the world, and reflects upon the course of 
commerce ia relation to the East, from the discoveries of the Portuguese, down to 
the present day, will naturally fix upon Mexico as that nation of all othors best 
calculated from its ironiier to take the lead in eommeice. Her geographical posi- 
tion is good; and the eyes of all nations have, since the abandonment of a north- 
west passage to India, been fastened on the Isthmus, aa the great fatute toad tor 
commerce between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. Mexico labors, however, 
under many disadvantagea. On the Gulf coast she has not a single good harbor ; 
and ^e cities raeniA iiaijitsble for foreigneis duriog many months in the year, 
Ths land ascends rapidly trom the const to the interior, making the traneportadon 
of goods difficult and expflnsivs. But Mexico enjoys also many great advantages. 
Natme has blessed it with every possible description of mineral and agricultural 
wealth in profijse abundance : and an industrious people, with an efficient govsrn- 
menl, would not fail to place it foremost among the nations of the earth. Unfor- 
tunately, however, the nalivM passed under the dominion of proud, indolent, and 
rapacious Spaniaitis,— a people essentially anti-indUBtrial and anti-commercial. 
Down to 1789, Spain continued its barbarian prohibitive policy, allowing only one 
galleon of HOO tons to enter Mexico onuunlly with Chinese merchandise ; (lud 
one, once in three years, from Seville or Cadiz, was chartered by goveiument with 
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The mannfactory was a very subatantial strneture, two 
stories high, and built of adobes. lis machinery (about forty 
looms and twelve hundred spindles,) was made in New Jer- 
sey. The native operatives seemed sufficiently active and 
intelligent, A small chapel was erected for their accommo- 
dation near the mill, in order, perhaps, that they might lose 
but little time in paying their devoirs to the many inferior 
divinities of the Mexican church, every saint's flay prompt- 
ing to idleness. 

Europesii merchondiBe, In 1790, the trade wns thrown opsn i and ptivnte eopital- 
ists engaging in it, it aoou reached from |15,O0O,O0O fo $19,000,000. This trade 
was, however, alill bmdensd with moat onerous impositions under four general 
heads ; jSi'Ki, on articles of Spanish produce in the miuketa of Seville or Cadiz j 
secmtd, on ahipmenta for Mexico ; Vdi-d, at Vera Cruz ; fo-arih, trnnafer duties at 
every step from merchant to conanmer. Under such EiiangBmenls, the tiitde did 
not prosper much ) but on the brenking out of the civil war, the new goremment 
opened the leading poria of commerce. The Spanish merclianta withdrew to Cuba 
and Cadiz, end their places were supplied by Erilisb and Americans, who, settling 
in the interior, supplied the people with goods in eschange for dollars. The jealousy 
of the natives, who, theroselves exceedingly indolent, are instantly enraged a.i 
contemplating die prosperity of a diligent foreigner among them, caused an imbe- 
cile government to mnlie absurb threats against foreign artificers and leaders; and 
thereby prevented the growth of entorpriae in the comitry. These oircumslanees 
conspired to leave Mexico, at the era of the war of independence, in 1822, entirely 
without those great conservative commercial and industrial inleiesls, without 
which the military inevitably obtain the mastery and control of afiau-s. The long 
war of independence turned all the energy the nation possessed, into a military 
direction. From 1S08 to 1821, the history of the revolution is only that of a san- 
guinary guerrilla warfere, leading to no results other than destruction to trade and 
insecurity to property. In 1821, the sudden eecession of Iturbide horn the royal 
cause, in favor of liberalism, i-esolted in his ascending the throne as Emperor 
Augustin I. From that time down to the present day, the political history of Mea- 
co, lias been one rude scene of violence and military anarchy. A turbulent ban- 
ditti, as faithless in their foreign dealings as they were rapacious, cruel and treach- 
erous in their domestic nfliiirs, have, for twenty-sis years, bald possession of that 
mihappy country. Room for enterprise, encouragement to industry, or security for 
property, there were none. The roads, particularly the splendid way constructed 
by the merchants of Vera Cruz from that dty to the upper county, were auftered to 
go to decay; not even the injuries they sustained during the war have been 
repaii-ed. I'heir antipathy to carriages, and means ol transport and conimunica- 
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We lay in our position near Saltillo, from the 19th of De- 
cember nntil the 1st of Janinary, 1847, Buffering much from 
the inclemency of the season. In the hiiiTy of our depart- 
ure fi-om San Domingo, much of our camp eq^nipage had, 
been lost, and some of onr troops were compelled to dig holes 
in the ground, in which to shelter themselves from the piere- 
iug blasts that nightly swept across the open plain. Fuel 
■was more scarce, in that region, than water; a single wagon- 
load of wood, brought from a distance of twenty miles, being 
distributed each day for cooking piu'poses, among the compa- 
nies in camp. Many poor inhabitants of that country obtain 
their subsistence by daily carrying small faggots on their 
bacts to the Saltillo market. 

The soldiers off duty, often engaged in such athletic sports, 
as aided them in resisting the severity of the climate. A 

tion, is evsn more elrong than that of ths Sponiatda. While the sovernnienl in ita 
enBctmotils and practice, has ehowti ileelf tar more hostile to comnierce than to 
crime, traffic has been more oppressed than vice, and merchanta mora rigidly fined 
than murderers. The repealed revolutions have left those who gain power, no 
other prospect than to get rich hy peculation ; and it has become a seemingly well 
underafood system, that those going out of power should empty the treasury, and 
leave their successors to fill theita by the most approved system of plunder. The 
readiest mode of replenishing the treasury and feeding the cupidity of the officers, 
has been found in the prohibitive taiilT system ; because, while under pretense of 
encouraging home mimufactures, by keeping foreign goods scarce and high, it 
made the sole of special privilegee to import goods moro profitable to the dictator. 
The higher were the profits to be realized by the merchant, the betler price could he 
pay for the privilege. Hence, althongh a dishonest government had pledged the 
custom's revenue to discharge the interest on iis debt ; by this device of the special 
privileges, they could still be made available to the officer. A system of low duliea 
would not have admitted such an operation. 

"All these causes have operated poweifully against the developiaent of those 
great conservative industrial and commercial interests, without which there can be 
no stability of government, no effident execution of the laws, nor any means of 
keeping in check those militaiy adventureta, whose turbulence has torn ihat ill- 
fated country in internal brawls ; and whose non-obaei'vance of treaties and plighted 
faith has involved two nations in the honors of war." 
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favorite diverBion was rabbit-catching by a circular hunt or 
''surround." Those animals were neither rare nor ehy in 
that vicinity ; a,nd from their unnaual size and the extraoi'di- 
nary length of their ears, were designated by the specific 
term "jackass-rahbits." Some of them are nearly as large as 
the red fox of the North. Their hair is veiy long and fine, 
and it ia known that the ancient Mexicans possessed the art 
of weaving it into a soft and delicate web. Three or four 
hundred of the men, unarmed, generally united in the hunt, 
the scene of which was a plain adjoining our camp, covei'ed 
with sedge and bushes not much liigher than the knee. By 
Bkillfnlly and rapidly forming a large circle, the men always 
inclosed one or more rabbits. Then marching with loud 
shouts toward the center, and closing the intervals between 
them as they advanced, no meana of escape were left to the 
terrified and bewildered animals, save by jumping over the 
heads of the soldiers, which was sometimes successfully 



The day after onr arrival, I visited Saltillo on military 
business and to see the town. It contains some handsome 
and extensive buildings, and the streets are tolerably well 
paved. The principal plaza is embellished with shade trees 
and a fountain, and the whole city is abundantly supplied 
with good water. The church is a vast and irregular edifice, 
nearly two hundred and fifty feet in length, and elaborately 
ornamented within and without. The wall behind the gi'and 
altar is about fifty feet high, and all covered with a mass of 
gilding in raised figures, that dazzled and wearied the eye. 
A profusion of paintings, statues and wax figures, were dis- 
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played upon the sides of the bnilding, or grouped aroniid 
the various shrines, representing the Virgin, our Saviour, 
and sundry saints, both native and foreign, " our Lady of 
Guadaloupe " having as usual a conspicuous place. To all 
of these, the artists had given tha the dark complexion of the 
Mexicans, and which pious fraud, it has been remarked, " is 
intended to flatter the race for the good of their souls." 
There are no pews in their churches, and an American, even 
an Ama-iean Catholic, as he strolls through them, finds it 
difficult to divest himself of the idea that he is examining a 
museum or picture-gallery. But when in the pei-formance 
of some religious ceremony, tlie priests, in their flowing and 
picturesque habits, are gathered around the altar, and the 
broad floor is covered ■with kneeling worshippers, while the 
deep tones of the organ fill the ear with sacred melody, the 
efiect is impressive and solemn, 

Eleak and comfortless aa was our bivouac, I can yet recall 
some cheerful hours spent there. And what position or cir- 
cumstance conld damp the exuberant spirits of youth, en- 
gaged in an exciting campaign in a countiy so full of curious 
and novel scenes ! We had determined tliat nothing but the 
approach of the Mexican army, (in which event, I ween, 
birds of a stronger wing and fiercer spirit than doves would 
have wheeled in the "canon de Palomas") should prevent us 
from observing with customary honors the "hallow'd and 
gracious time " of Christmas. On its sacred eve, the coun- 
try around us assumed a more cheerful aspect. The people 
were abroad with songs and music ; bonfires and rockets 
blazed in every direction ; the little chapel at the mill was 
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illuminated, and the sound of bells floated far over the plain. 
In ouv camp too, there were some merry little parties. Some 
of my readers will perchance recollect a certain company of 
jovial friends that assembled at onr Assistant Surgeon's tent 
to discuss a bucket of foaming egg-nog, mixed according to 
the Old School prescription and administered in no Homeo- 
pathic doses ; they will remember too, that when in the full 
enjoyment of their " flowing iwi-cups," a courier, who had 
come in hot haste from Saltillo, entered with the intelligence 
that the Mexican troops were rapidly advancing, and an 
order for the brigade to be held in readiness to march at a 
moment's warning ; — and how, in the midst of the song and 
toast, those " merry, merry men" buckled on their swords 
and hastened to their posts, with the white froth yet upon 
their mustaches and the red blood bounding gladly in their 
hearts. 

An old Mexican residing in the neighborhood, and whom, 
for certain reasons, I was inclined to believe, had on that day 
assured me with many solemn protestations, that Santa 
Anna's forces were still at San Luis de Potosi. But with 
the brightening prospect of another glorious "stampede" at 
least, the men were directed to sleep on their arms. Towai'd 
morning as we lay " 'twixt sleeping and waking " on the 
liard ground, the faint but unmistakable sonnd of many dis- 
tant hoofs was heard; and after the lapse of a few anxious 
moments we saw advancing across the arid plain, what, in 
the uncertain light appeared to be a large body of cavalry. 
They approached slowly and cautiously as if hoping to sur- 
prise the camp ; and we were just indulging in a little quiet 
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mirth at the disappointment which awaited them, when the 
enemy at a closer view were transformed into pack-mules, 
about five or six htindred in number. 

But the excitement caused by the report received on the 
previous night, was not allowed thus tamely to subside. 
Early in the forenoon of Christmas-day, a dragoon galloped 
into camp with a commanication from General Butler, who 
had now assumed command at Saltilio, ordering us to repair 
to town forthwith. The messenger stated that the game was 
now afoot beyond doubt ; that General Wool's column, which 
had arrived within a few miles of town, had actually seen 
and skirmished with the enemy. 

We stai-ted immediately at a rattling pace and reached 
Saltilio in an hour. Ai'ter halting a few moments in the 
suburbs to dress the ranks, we entered tlie town with the 
cadenced step and %ing coloi^. On every side were evi- 
dences of excitement and alai^m. The gai-rison (Greneral 
Worth's division) was under arms ; while groups of fright- 
ened citizens, whom the appearance of our volunteers was 
not calculated to pacify, were hurrying to and fro. For sever- 
al hours we remained in the pla.za, awaiting orders. In the 
meanwhile, a hundred contradictory rumors floated around. 
Plans of battle there wci-e many ; but of retreat, not one. 
All reports agreed in estimating Santa Anna's army at more 
than twenty thousand. With General Wool's force, we could 
have mustered about four thousand effectives, and sixteen 
pieces of artillery. But a resolute courage animated every 
breast and each felt that, — "the fewer the men the greater 
share of honor." We had expected to pass the night" 
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tinder arms in the open country toward Bnena Vista, a 
position not then selected for a battle-ground, but at 
dark, scouts coming in witb the intelligence that no enemy 
was within fifty miles of ns at least; we were provided 
with filthy quarters in town and slept on Ohi-istmas-mght, — 
for the first time since leaving the United States, — under 
a roof. 

The next morning, it was satisfactorily ascertained that 
the Mexican army was still at San Luis, and we marched 
back to oiir old position near the Palomas pass. About a 
■week afterward, some regiments long kept in the rear, (tlio 
2d and 8d Indiana and 2d Kentucky,) having arrived to claim 
places in front, we were ordered to return and garrison Mon- 
terey. The men, finding themselves deceived in the prospect 
of a battle, and disgusted with the privations of their dreary 
and miserable bivouacs among the mountains, contemplated 
their return to the cheerful and smiling valleys of ]S"u6va 
Leon with much pleasure. On New- Year's day, 18i7, we 
set out, attended by a large ti'ain of empty wagons going 
down the line for proviaious. At the moment of starting, 
one of the teams took fright, and dashed off at full speed 
into the plain skirting the wood, A Mexican who happened 
to be near, with a lariat as usual hanging to his saddle-bow, 
immediately gave cliase. Overtaking the runaways he dez- 
teroualj threw Ins lasso over the head of the leading mide, 
(there were five in the team ;) and then by gradually check- 
ing and turning his prize in easy circles, as a skillful angler 
would play a strong fish, finally succeeded in bringing the 
fugitives hack to the starting point, jianting and quite sub- 
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dned. I have never seen the lasso thrown more gracefully or 
to so good a purpose. 

We reached Monterey on the 4th of January, in excellent 
health, after our forced marches; bat sadly deficient in cloth- 
ing and camp equipage- 
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CHAPTEE IX. 

MnNTEHET garrisoned by out regiment. — The battalion of San Patiieio.— How the 
moiilie of San Froiicisco diddled us, — A few words nbout Tolunleer troops, — 
Expedition oeainst Vera Crua. — Arrival of Generol Scott in Mexico.— Hia letter 
to General Taylor.— Its bearer, Lieutenant Riohey, killed. — The divisiona of 
Worth, Twiggs and Patterson sent back to the coast.— General Taylor returns 
to Monterey.— His letter to General ScotL — Scouting parties captured by tlia 
enemy.— Taylor joins Wool at Saltillo.— Changes his head-quarters to Agua 
Nueva. — Eeaaona (or taking that position. — Advance of Santa Anna. — Taylor 
fallsbacktolSiienftVista.— Sights and sounds ntMonteroy.— General Urrea moves 
from Tula upon our line.— He captures Lieutciiant Barbour's train.— Besieges 
lieutenant Colonel Irvin at Marin.— Attacks Colonel Morgan's battalion.— 
Glorious news from Buena Vista. 

The months of January and Febmary passed rapidly 
away. We were comfortably quartered in town, and onr old 
friends of the let Kentucky regiment held the citadel. The 
weather waa temperate and serene, and the gardens and 
euvirona of the city rejoiced in the gay flowers and blossoms 
of spring. The citizens, beginning to appreciate the mild 
and respectful treatment they experienced, evinced a more 
friendly disposition ; and the soldiers preserved a commend- 
able deportment, although their position was not remarkably 
favorable to discipline. It had been supposed by many, that 
the volunteers were unfit for garrison duty ; and that a life 
of comparative ease in a populous city would foster and 
strengthen the spirit of lawlessness and insubordination some 
of them had displayed. Hence the regular troops had gener- 
ally occupied the towns, while the volunteers were com- 



pelled to " rough it " in the chapaiTal. By this procedure, 
of which DO experienced volunteer officer will ever complain, 
the enemy gained rather more than was expected, namely, 
the notorious battalion of San Patnoio, made up of desert- 
ers from our regular army, who availed themselves of oppor- 
tunities presented while in garrison, to abandon the service 
of " the model republic." More than fifty deserted at Mon- 
terey, during the period it was occupied by the regulars. 
Those the enemy joyfully received and speedily enrolled in 
their ranks, where they served with a courage and fidelity 
they had never exhibited in ours. Doubtless, the humblest 
soldier of the battalion of Saint Patrick, was honored with 
much consideration by the Mexicans ; and we may imagine 
that those distinctions were not lavished in vain upon the 
warm and enthusiastic nature of the Hibernian. 

So far as I am informed not a single volunteer, cither 
among the native or adopted citizens, went over to the 
enemy. There were some who, voluntering in haste and 
repenting at leisure, deserted their flag before leaving the 
United States and returned to their " anxious mammas." But 
was there one so faithless to his country, as to take up arms 
in the cause of faithless Mexico ? * Neai-ly a third of our 
regiment were CathoKcs ; and among them were seventy or 
eighty gallant Irishmen, some of whom, I have re^on to 
know, were proof against the fascinating lures of an insidious 
foe. When stationed in Monterey, they more than once 

* SiDoa wriling the above, I Imvo been remindod that a lieutonsnt of a certain 
volunWei- corps reaigned with a view of joining &e enemy. He left Meniere? with 
the words of Calaliiie upon his lips,—" I hold Bome slack ollaginnoo till this hour, 
but now my swocd'a my own." 
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informed their officers of the presence of Mexican e 
and were unusually active in their detection. According to a 
preconcerted arrangement, a noted partisan was arrested hy 
the very men to whom he had made liberal and flattering 
offers of money and rank. They were all Irishmen and 
never did ferrete pursue a rat more indefatigahly, than did 
they their pretended friend. He was a wily rascal and scent- 
ing his danger, had, after many windings and turnings 
ensconced himself in a bake-oyen, in one of the back yards 
of the city, whence he was finally dragged by the heels and 
lodged in the guard-house. 

There can bo no doubt but that the Mexican ecelesiaetice, — 
monopolizing tJio wealth and intelligence of the country, 
fattening on the traffic in " indulgences," and many of tliem 
"wanton, more than well beseems men of their profession 
and degree," — knowing that even the presence of an Ameri- 
can army would bo unfavorable to their interests, were our 
most bitter enemies. There are not wanting among them, 
especially in the obscure villages, truly pious priests whose 
unblemished lives aptly illustrate their holy teachings. But 
the greatest number are pampered and frantic friars. 



They unblushingly announced to their people, that our object 
was to make war upon their religion ; and spared no efforts 
to weaken our ranks or strengthen their own. They even 
availed themselves of the protection we always extended to 
their churches and other religious houses, to convert them 
into secret magazines for arming our enemies. A lieutenant 
13 

I 1. ,v^.t)Cii^ie 
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of our regiment, strolling on a pleasant morning in February, 
under the walls of the Franciscan convent in Monterey, was 
aetoniehed at observing some gunpowder sprinkled upon one 
of the window-sills next the river-bank. The guard was 
immediately called and the building searched,— but too lato. 
A few scattered cartridges alone were found. But the num- 
ber of empty boxes which remained, satisfied ur that a con- 
siderable quantity of arms and ammunition had been recently 
removed ; perhaps to equip the guerrillas then assembling 
in the vicinity. The heavy tread of the guard in the corri- 
doi'S of the monastery, startled from their cells, some drowsy- 
looking individuals in flowing robes and skull-caps of silk ; 
whose thoughts however, just then very conveniently, hap- 
pened to be so intent upon the bliss or brimstone of anotlier 
world, as to prevent them from accounting for the mysterious 
presence of the sublunary sali^eUr. 

In consequence of the limited number of the garrison, and 
the large details often required for escorts, and daily for 
guard, fatigue and patrol duty, the men were kept suffi- 
ciently busy. Yet would our position at Monterey have 
been more pleasant, had it not been for the unnecessary labors 
and petty annoyances imposed upon the troops by certain 
individuals in authority, who did not know how to wear 
veiy becomingly the greatness thrust upon them. Fortu- 
nately they were not in supreme command, and could do no 
great harm to the cause of their country. But the soldiers 
and subaltern -officers, whom they vexed and wearied by their 
thoughtless and ill-timed orders, were often induced thereby, 
to recall the more prudent conduct and bearing ef the wise 
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and modest Hamer. Had the conceited and ambitious plot- 
ters at Washington, succeeded at that time in their ungeuer- 
OUB and shameful efforts to foist a political lieutenant-general 
upon the aim}, the &pmt f>f discontent, alieady life in conse- 
quence of the conduct of certain fdvoiite'5 of the President, 
would have btcn ^o inflamed as to thi eaten the efSciency, if 
not the veiy organization and existence ot some divisions in 
the field. They eii greatly, who suppose that the volunteers 
were anxious to hail any civilian as their gcneral-in-chief, 
They valued the axpenenco of their vctoian leaders too 
highly to sigh for the authority of new men ; and least of all, 
for that of those in whose selection they could have no voice. 
Political topics were rarely discussed in the army ; — certainly 
I never heard the terms "Whig and Democrat uttered by 
the rank and file ; and notwithstanding recent political 
events, I do not donbt but that, if our government was now 
to call out a hundred thousand volunteers for a war with any 
European nation, at least ninety-nine thousand of them 
would prefer Winfield Scott as their leader to any living man. 
When men stake their lives and reputations in war, they 
want a general of acknowledged military genius and capac- 
ity, — one who combines experience with patriotism, pru- 
dence with resolution, and wisdom with valor. They prefer 
a military to a political strategist, and look for proof of 
ability on hard-fought battle-fields rather than in long-winded 
Congregressional debates. But while it will readily be admit- 
ted that the chief even of a volunteer army, should be a man 
trained to the profession of arms ; it is questionable whether 
West Point ofBcers would make the most successful regi- 
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mental or company commanders of citizen troops. This 
however would depend upon tlie amount of good sense, tact, 
and temper they might happen to poasess. With the benefit 
of their experience and example, there can he no douht but 
that our volunteers would soon be found superior to the best 
drilled automaton armies of Europe. That benefit may be 
obtained to some extent, by a union of our regular and citi- 
zen troops in the same armies, and causing them to march, 
encamp, and fight together. The American volunteer is a 
thinking, feeling, and often a capricious being. lie is not 
and never intends to become a mere moving and musket- 
holding machine / and something more than the Tactics and 
Army Regulations is required for his instruction and govern- 
ment. His patriotism, pride, ambition, and enthusiasm, may 
be so controlled and directed, as to be rendered auxiliary to 
his arms. These, united with his native courage and intelli- 
gence and a proper degree of discipline, make him the most 
formidable soldier in the world. 

The position of an officer of volunteers, elected from the 
ranks, as the majority of us were, is one of peculiar delicacy. 
While he should not allow himself to forget that he owes his 
rank and power to the kindness of those he commands, he 
must yet know now to maintain discipline and exact obedi- 
ence. He should not he eager to assert his authority on light 
occasions ; but be as ready to encourage as to find fault, and 
!is mindful of the comforts as of the delinquencies of his 
men. He should know how to temper severity with indul- 
gence, and mingle affability with authority, so as to retain a 
personal as well as an of&cial influence over subalterns ; and 
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thus govern as much through the affections as the fears. He 
ebould not attempt to enforce all the minutife of military 
etiquette, hot insist upon a complete observance of all the 
essentials of discipline. Above all things, ho should know 
how to govern himself; and though mild and forbearing, yet 
be prompt and resolute, when occasion demands. He must 
set an example of submission, vigilance, and zeal, in his own 
person, if he would bo respected and cheerfully obeyed. 
Yolunteers are ever ready to regulate and justify their con- 
duet by that of their officers ; among them " a choleric 
word" is as "flat blasphemy" in the captain as in the 
soldier. Most men like a tranquil and even-minded officer ; 
stern and severe if necessary, but firm and unchanging. 
Indeed, a respectable dog's life, would be preferable to that 
of a soldier who is continually subjected to the caprices of 
an insolent, ignorant and irascible officer, puffed up with a 
power he knows not how to exercise. Volunteers in taking 
the field, are apt to suppose that courage is the only essential 
quality to be desired in their leaders. Let them beware how 
they place themselves under the command of brainless bullies, 
whose vanity, arrogance, and overweening conceit, may be 
as fatal to their success and welfare as cowardice itself. 

While we garrisoned Monterey, certain important military 
events transpired, which demand a passing notice in this 
rambling narrative. Our government at length perceived, 
from the hostile tone and attitude of Santa Anna and tbe 
Mexican Congress, that it would be necessaiy to carry the 
war to the gates of the enemy's capital ere a peace could be 
obtained : " Jamais on ne vainera les Eomains que dmis 
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Borne /" That grand achievement waa reserved for the 
commanding genius of Scott. It was accordingly determined 
to transfer the war from the norfchem to the eastern part of 
Mexico, and make Vera Craz the -point d'a^ui for fntnre 
operations, to be directed "by the masterly mind of the gen- 
eral-in-chief of the American army. As the request of that 
officer to be allowed to pnt his sword into the harvest of 
Mexican laurels, had previously been peremptorily refused 
by tho President, some explanation of his employment at 
this period, may perhaps bo found in the difficulty that had 
recently sprung up between General Taylor and the Secretary 
of War, and which resulted in a sharp controversy, now 
included in the documentary history of the times. 

General Scott, iaateniiig to execute the orders of the 
government, arrived at_I3razos San lago in the latter part of 
December, Being anxious to invest the city of Vera Cruz 
before the season of the deadly vomito should again occur ; 
.ind finding that the ten additional regiments of regulars and 
new volunteer levies, which Congress had lately called into 
service, would not reach the scene of action in time to enable 
him to accomplish that object, ho determined to supply him- 
self with troops from the northern line. He accordingly 
wrote to General Taylor, revealing his plan of operations 
and requesting him to send at once to the coast, the regulars 
(Worth's and Twiggs' divisions) and enough volunteer troops 
to swell the force to 10,000. " With these forces," he con- 
cludes, " and adding three or five regiments of new volun- 
teers, Providence may defeat me, but I do not believe the 
Mexicans can." Before this dispatch arrived at Monterey, 
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General Tayloi had marched, as previously stated, to Vie- 
toria. It was immediately sent after that general ; bvit its 
bearer, Lieutenant Eichey of the 5th Infantry, a gallant and 
meritorious young officer, was unfortunately killed in dis- 
charging the hazardous duty, and the letter fonnd its way to 
the hands of Santa Anna. General Scott however, had 
taken the precaution to communicate bis wishes to General 
Bntler also : and that officer, who, since the great stampede 
of December had remained in command at Saltillo, lost oo 
time in the absence of Taylor, in putting "Worth's division in 
motion for the rear. The regulars marched through Mon- 
terey about the middle of January en, route for the Brazos, 
much to the satisfaction of the Mexican citizens, some of 
whom bat ill concealed the pleasure caused by their depart- 
tire. General Taylor, soon after his arrival at Victoria, 
having been advised of the orders of the general-in-ehicf, 
sent forward to Tampico the regulars of Twiggs and the 
volunteer brigades of Quitman and Pillow. Thus the entire 
force intended for the descent upon Vera Crua was enabled 
to reach the general rendevous behind the island of Lobos, 
before the end of February. General Taylor now, for the 
want of troops, was compelled to abandon his design of occu- 
pying the line of the Sierra Madre, He was not able to 
leave a garrison at that important point, Victoria ; of which 
circumstance the Mexican corps of obsei'vation at the pass of 
Tula soon availed itself.* 

* In a Mexicoin field-report, (for Febuary) of Sanln Anna'e fbrcea, tlio strengtli 
of ihia division of obasrvalion is given as follows, — 

Infantry — of General Vnsquei ; 11 chiefe, 117 officers, and lfi55 privates. 
Caviilry—oC General Urrea ; 8 do. 95 do. 3131 do. 

Total of Divfsioii 15 do. 312 do. 377S do. 



On the 2ith of January, General Taylor returned to Mon- 
terey, "bringing with him the light artillery companies of 
Captains Bragg and Sherman, which he had fort-unately 
reserved. Washington's and Wehster's batteries had also 
been retained with General "Wool's brigade at Saltillo. "With- 
out these, Bnena Yista would not occupy the proud eminence 
it now does, in the column of American victories. Taylor 
encamped as usual in the grove of San Domingo, with a 
small quarter-guard. Hia presence again restored confi- 
dence ; and all the uncomfortable apprehenfiions aroused by 
the departure of so large a portion of the army fi'om our line, 
disappeared at hie coming. Stripped of his veteran infantry, 
and left with a little band of volunteers to struggle with the 
twenty thousand Mexican troops, soon to be precipitated upon 
him ; he was yet as calm and undismayed as if threatened 
only by a summer shower. He says in a letter to Major 
General Scott, written about this time, — " I feel that I have 
lost the confidence of the government, or it would not have 
sufiered me to remain up to this time ignorant of its inten- 
tions, when so vitally affecting the interests committed to my 
charge. But however much I may feel, personally, mortified 
and outraged at the course pursued, unprecedented at least in 
our own histoiy, I will eajry out in good faith, while I remain 
in Mexico, the "riews of the government, though I may be 
sacrificed in the effort." 

There is no period in the histoiy of General Taylor mors 
interesting than this, replete, as his whole career is, with 
honorable deeds, and instructive examples of pati-iotic and 
self-sacrificing magnanimity. "View him in his tent at San 
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Domingo, patiently bearing the 'burden of neglect and injus- 
tice, calmly eubmitting to the behests of his official superiors ; 
and with a placid courage, and unshaken loyalty, preparing 
to take hie place, " in the forefront of the hottest battle," — 
and his character assumes a grandeur, which all bis victories 
alone could not bestow. It was expected that he would now 
abandon his advanced post, Saltillo, and concentrate his few 
and scattered regiments within the strong walls of Monterey. 
But to have dono so would neither have contributed to the 
honor of Ms arms or the inter^ts of his country. A retreat 
generally proclaims wealtness or timidity ; and docs not fail 
to encourage the enemy, while it disheartens the troops who 
aro compelled to give ground.* General Taylor wisely 
decided to meet Santa Anna on the edge of the desert that 
stretches between San luis de Potosi and the Angostura ; 
and fight his exhausted troops before they could reach the 
granaries of SaltiUo. Had the Mexicans been permitted to 
pass the mountains, the fruita of om: victory at Monterey 
would have been lost. "With their large cavalry force, and 
by the extraordinary rapidity of their infantry marches, they 
would have swept all the feeble posts on our line hack to the 
Urazos. 

General Taylor remained but a week at Monterey, after 
his return from Victoria, namely, from the 24th to the 31st 
of January. On the day last named, he changed his head- 

tsr for grave consideration; but when once the oflenaive haa been RBatimed, it 
must be sustained to the Inst extremity. However ekilliUl the maneuvers in a 
relroiit, it will always weaken the morale of an army, because in losing the 
chances cf auccese, these last are IrBnaferred lo the enemy."— JVopo&on's " Maxima 
of War." 
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quarters to Saltillo, in coneequence of the startling intelli- 
gence received frona General Wool, that two reconiioitering 
parties of the Kentucky and Arkansas cavalry under Majors 
Oaines and Borland, had been captured by the enemy. Soon 
afterward, on the 5th of February, in order to restore confi- 
dence among the troops, which had been a little shaken by the 
disasters just mentioned, he established his camp at Agua 
liTueva, a position eighteen miles in front of Saltillo. From 
that camp he wrote as follows to the government : "Although 
advised by Major Genera! Scott to evacuate Saltillo, I am 
confirmed in my purpose of holding not only that point, hut 
this position in its front. Not to speak of the pernicious 
.moral effect upon volunteer troops of falling back from points 
which we have gained, there are powerful military reasons 
for occupying this extremity of the pass rather than the other. 
The scarcity of water and supplies for a long distance in 
front, compels the enemy either to risk an engagement in the 
field, or to hold himself aloof from us ; while, if we iell hack 
upon Monterey, he could establish himself strong at Saltillo, 
and be in position to annoy more efFoetually our flanks and 
our communications." The American army assembled at 
Agua Nueva consisted of the 1st and 2d regiments of Illinois, 
the 1st Mississippi, the 2d Kentucky, the 2d and 3d Indiana, 
of Infantry I two squadrons of regular Dragoons and the 
Kentucky and Arkansas Horse; together with four batteries 
of light ai'tillery ; comprising in all about 5000 men. Of 
these, but few had ever been in action ; some too were 
nndrilled, and many of the cavalry companies wretchedly 
mounted. 
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In garrison at Monterey, under General Marshall, were the 
1st Kentucky and lat Ohio regiments, mustering together an 
effective force of 800 men. Below Monterey, at the posts of 
Marin, Oerralvo, and Pnnta Agnada, was the 2d Ohio regi- 
ment, in detachments nnder its three field-officers. At Mier 
and Oamargo, were the 3d Ohio and let Indiana regiments. 

Snch were the positions of oar troopa on the 2l8t of 
February, 18i7, when General Taylor was induced, by the 
information brought him by that trusty and accomplished 
scout, Captain McCnlloch, to change his ground from Agna 
Nneva to the gorge of Suena Vista. As my object is not 
to write a history of the war, but simply to relate a few inci- 
dents of the campaign concerning which I hare some per- 
sonal knowledge,— introducing such others, as may be well 
authenticated and necessary to form a connected narrative j — 
I shall not presumptuously attempt to describe how 20,000 
troops, the flower of the Mexican nation and assembled under 
the banner of their most popular chief, were disgraeefuUy 
routed by the handful of men whom General Taylor set in 
battle array on that memorable field. The story has been 
often told at length, by the graphic and graceful pens of eye- 
witnesses and is yet fresh in the minds of American readers. 
I propose here, to give some account of minor ootemporary 
events, with which I claim to be more familiar. 

General Santa Anna, well informed by his numerous spies, 
and the intercepted dispatches, of all the movementa that 
had taken place on our line, did not, as many predicted he 
would, hasten to succor the menaced city of Vera Oruz ; but 
anticipating an easy victory over Taylor, he issued a etirring 
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proclamation to his soldiers, and on the 28th of January- 
marched from San Luia de Potosi toward Saltilio.* About 
the same time, the Mexican corps of observation was ordei-ed 
to debouch from the pass of Tula, and at the proper moment 
fall upon our flanks, prevent the passage of supplies and 
reinforcements to the front, and be in position to cut off Tay- 
lor's leaten atid retreating hattalions. This division, as we 
have already shown from a field report, consisted of about 

* I append llie document, as a fair sample of the military papers of " the Napo- 
leon" of Mexico. It is translated from a copy found in Monterey. 

"■ CompmiMms in Anna: The operalions of the enemy require na to move precipi- 
tately on their principal line, and we are about io do it. The independence, the 
honor and the destinies of the nation depend on this movement and your decision. 
Soldieri! the entire world is observing ua, and it Is obligatory on you that your 
deeds should be as heroic as they are necessary. From the neglect with which 
you have been treated by Ihoae whose duly it is to aid you, privalions of all kinds 
await you ; but when has want weakened your spirits or debilitated your enthasi- 
aam ! The Masican soldier is well known for his frugniily and capability of suf- 
ferance. Never does he need magazines or provisions, when about to pass the 
deserts; but he has nlways an eye to the resources of his enemy to supply his 
wants. To-morrovi' you commence your march through a thinly settled countiy, 
without provisions; but you may be assured that very quiclily you will be in pos- 
session of those of your enemy, and his riches i and with them all your wants will 
bo superabundantly gratified. My friends! we are about to open the campaign, and 
who can tall how many days of glory await us! What a perspective, so Jiili of 
hope for our country ! What satisfaction you will feel when you have saved our 
independence ; when you shall Ite the objects of admiration for the whole world, 
and our own country shall shower blessings on your heads ! When again in the 
bosoms of your families, yon shall relate your dangers, your combats, and your 
tiiumplis over your daring presumptuous foe ; when you tell your children that you 
have given them their country a second lime, your jubilee will be complete. Sol- 
diers', the cause we sustain is holy ; our honor, our religion, our wives, our chil- 
dren ! What sacrihces are too great for objects so dear ? Let im conquer or die ! 
Letusawearbefore the Eternal, that we will not rest one instant until we com- 
pletely wipe away from our soil the vainglorious foreigner who hae dared Io pollute 
it with his presence. No lenns with him. Nothing for us but heroiEm and gran- 

AkTOKIO I.OFEI OE SlB'Ci. AbNA, 

General-in-chief of the "Army of Ihe North." 
Head-Quarters, San Luis de Potosi, 
Jiicnury27, 1847. 
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two thousand cavalry under General Urrea and sixteen hun- 
dred infantry under General Yasq^uez.* It was soon rumored 
at Monterey, that a large force had entered the valley, and 
was moving upon our line; but being unprovided with cav- 
alry, we were unable to learn anything definite concerning 
its strength, position, or designs. The citizens, whose con- 
duct at once underwent a ehauge, could not be prevailed 
upon to disclose any psirticulars , and in their dealings with 
us, they assumed a less gracious air and bearing, as if pre- 
paring for our defeat. At one time it was rumored that 
Santa Anna's whole army bad come through the Tula pass 
and were in rapid march upon Monterey. Oar suspicions 
that some hostile movement was about to bo executed, were 
confirmed by the continued departure of families from the 
town ; the few schools it contained were broken up and the 
children removed to distant villages. Before the 22d of Feb- 
ruary, Monterey was like a city of the dead. I do not 
believe that there were ten Mexicans who remained within 
its walls, Not one was to be seen abroad in any quarter. 
N'ever was a city so rapidly and completely evacuated by its 
inhabitants of all classes. Every house was closed and the 
intense silence that reigned day and night over its empty 
streets and vacant plazas, was alone broken at intervals by 



.n with cerlainlj', whether the infimtry of Vaa- 
quez entered the tierra caliente wilh Orrea's brigade of cavalry. It woa never dis- 
piayed before any of out posts, and ihe probability is that it joined Santa Anna in 
his march lo Bueiia Viala. An intercepted letter however, from a Mexican officer 
to bis wife in Monterey, requesting her to leave the city, as it wonid soon ba 
Hltaclted by a column of 500O men, caneed some to infer that the entire division of 
observation, swelled to the number stated by rancheros, waa at Monlemorelas 
about the middle of February. 
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the firm tread of its determined little gan-ison. Beacon fires 
were nightly flaming on the lofty peaks of the Sierra Madre; 
a primitive mode of telegraphing for which the country is 
■well adapted. The gloom of approaching danger -was the 
more oppressive, hecanse its position and extent were nn- 
known. Every possible precaution was taken against sur- 
prise. A carefiil watch was maintained upon all the roads 
leading to the city, and the highest officers reheved each 
other in mounting guard at night. All the public stores 
were removed to the citadel, which fortress, under the super- 
intendence of Captain Trazicr of the Engineers, had been 
much strengthened since it fell into our hands. The 1st 
Kentucky regiment lay in the work, while ours remained in 
the town. For more than a week preceding the battle of 
Buena Vista, (33d of I'ebruavy,) and indeed for several days 
succeeding it, we did not take off our boots or clothes, but 
remained under arms day and night. Such restless vigilance 
was more harassing than bodily fatigue. Stampedes were of 
frequent occurrence; and at the first sound of the "long- 
roll," every man hastened to the post assigned him, either 
upon the house-tops or at the barricades of the Plasa Mayor, 
■which quarter of the town alone, our force was sufficient to 
hold. 

Up to the 34th of February, no very satisfactory informa- 
tion was received at Monterey, of the movements of the 
enemy. It was evident however, from the non-arrival of 
couriers, that our line of communication had been cut both 
above and below us. On the 23d, a lieutenant of our regi- 
ment who had gone to the summit of the mountain behind 
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the city, to reconiioiter the snrronnding conntrj, returned 
with the iiitelligeuee, that while in that elevated position he 
had heard two faint reports of artillery in the direction of 
SaltUlo. As a sharp-eared sentinel at the citadel had also 
heard the same sounds, we were convinced that a battle wiw 
progressing in front. But General Taylor's position, at the 
last accoimt, being distant at least eighty miles by the road, 
and perhaps fifty in an air line, many were disposed to enter- 
tain the painfnl belief, that he was retiring before the enemy 
toward La Einconada. 

About the same time. General Urrea, doubtless informed 
that Santa Anna had commenced operations in front, pre- 
sented himself upon our lino, with all his regular cavalry 
and a large body of rancheros under General Canales. He 
invested Marin, garrisoned by a part of the 2d Ohio regi- 
ment under Lieutenant-Colonel Irvin, with eight hundred 
horse : with as many more he fell upon one of our trains 
near Hamas, killing about fifty of the wagoners and captur- 
ing the escort, which consisted of thirty soldiers of t!ie 1st 
Kentucky regiment under Lieutenant Barbour. A part of 
his force was also thrown between Colonel Morgan's detach- 
ment at Cerralvo and Major "Wall's at Punta Aguada. 

On the morning of the 24th of February, the painful uncer- 
tainty and suspense which had so long prevailed at Mon- 
terey were partially dispelled. A messenger arrived from 
Lieutenant- Colonel Irvin, stating that the enemy had been 
for BOme time in force around Marin ; that the little garrison 
was much harassed by the close siege and desultory attacks 
of the foe; that their ammunition was failing rapidly and 
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that aBsietance would te acceptable. Colonel Ormsby of the 
1st Kentnelcy regiment, who had recently assumed command 
at Monterey, promptly dispatched Major Shepherd of his 
regiment, with a mixed command of five companies and two 
field-pieces, to Irvin's relief.* Major Shepherd marched at 
noon, and reached Marin at 9 F. M., the enemy suffering 
him to enter the place without opposition. The next day 
(35th) the Mexican cavalry were withdrawn from the vicinity 
of the town, and the now united commands of Irvin and 
Shepherd started to retnm to Monterey. General Urrea, 
instead of opposing, would I suppose, cheerfully have hast- 
ened their departure ; since he must have been advised of 
the advance of a smaller detachment under Colonel Morgan, 
which he coald attack advantageously, only before it formed 
a junction with the American troops at Marin. Colonel 
Morgan, having been ordered to concentrate the 2d Ohio 
regiment, and march to Monterey, had called np Major Wall's 
eommaiid from Funta Aguada and set out from Cerralvo on 
the 24th of February. He marched that day and the follow- 
ing night with but few brief halts, and arrived at Marin soon 
after the departure of Lieutenant-Colonel Ii-vin, who, it 
seems, was unapprised of his approach. 

Early on the 25th, a solitaiy Kentucky volunteer staggered 
into Monterey, nearly dead with fatigue and hunger. He 
brought us the first account of the capture of Lieutenant Bar- 
bour's train ; stating that he believed he was the only soldier 

* This delachmenl was composed of the following companies : — Captains Trip- 
leWs, BuUan's and Kenra's of the 1st Kentncky regiment ; Cnptaina Bradley's and 
Vandever's of the lat Ohio regiment ; a few files of Kentucky cavalry under Lieu- 
tenant Patterson ; two four-pounders, wiUi squoda of volunteer attillotisla. 



of the escort who had escaped, and that all tho drivei-s 
had been massacred and horribly mutilated by the enemy. 
Shortly afterward a few teamsters came straggling in, breath- 
less with terror and covered with woimds. They had been 
hunted far and hotly tlirough the chaparral, by TJrrea'a men, 
and had escaped by avoiding the road and ranches, and 
making a detour around Marin. In addition to these, it was 
afterward ascertained that twenty-live drivers and wagon- 
masters had succeeded in joining Colonel Morgan's advanc- 
ing command. Among the fugitives was a negro-boy, who, 
with eyes protruding and wool almost " on end at his own 
wonders," narrated his hair-hreadth escape. The Lancers had 
gashed him severely, or, to use his own very expressive 
words, " Dem Lanceers plugged into me, jes at- if I was a 
green water-million." 

Before dark on the 25th, Major Shepherd, attended by a 
score of officers and men, returned with the information that 
he had relieved Irvin, and that the remainder of the detach- 
ment were en route and would probably reach Monterey 
early that night. Fortunately, Lieutenant Colonel Irvin did 
not make sueh rapid progress as was anticipated, hut biv- 
ouacked eight miles from town, not far from Ban Prancisco ; 
for scarcely had ho resumed his march on the morning of the 
26th, when he was overtaken by Lieutenant Stewart of his 
own regiment, who being well mounted had gallantly and 
successfully dashed through the enemy's line, with the 
information that Colonel Morgan with the remainder of the 
3d Ohio regiment, was surrounded by Urrea's troops a short 
distance from Agua Frio. Irvin'a command immediately 
13* 
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turned back, and with the aid of the drtilleiy soon s 
in extricating his Colonel (Morgan,) who in the comae of his 
march from Marin had been repeatedly assaulted bj the ene- 
my. The intelligence was also forwarded to Monterey, and 
in less than ten minutes after its arrival, two hundred men of 
the 1st Ohio regiment set out for the scene of action. Being 
unincumbered with aught save their arms, and stimulated by 
the perilous condition of their iriends of the 2d regiment, the 
men strode lightly and quickly forward; and marched to 
San Francisco (four leagues) in two hours. At that village, 
wo met Colonel Morgan's regiment, and those of our own 
corps who had aided him in shaliing off the pertinacious foe ; 
among whom were distinguished Captain Bradley and Ser- 
geant Howell,— the latter commanding one of the volunteer 
gun-scLuads, Ailer exchanging hearty congratulations with 
our gallant friends of the 2d Ohio regiment, whom we had 
not seen for more than six months, we fell into the rear 
of the weary column and slowly retraced our steps to Monte- 
rey. The garrisons having been thus, with much peril and 
some loss, withdrawn from the three posts of Marin, Cental- 
vo and Punta Aguada, the enemy obtained temporary pos- 
session of the country between Monterey and Camargo, 

It was not until after these affairs, just described, that we 
received the glad tidings of the battle and victory of Buena 
Vista; and over which we rejoiced and lamented by turns, 
as the messenger described each charge and repulse; and 
told how, for so many long hours the fortunes of our coun- 
trymen, who had been compelled to fight with the despera- 
tion of men, " whose only safety was in the despair of safe- 
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ty," had trembled in the balance. Every allueion to " Old 
Hough and Eeady,"— from his heroic reply to Santa Anna's 
summons at the commencement of the action, to his memora- 
ble order, " A little more grape Captain Bragg," at its close, 
was received with shouts and tears of joy. We immediately 
fli-ed salutes and rang the long silent bells of the city in 
honor of the glorious achievement. In a few days the citi- 
zens began to return to their homes and property, looking — 
much to our amusement — quite disappointed and crest-fallen. 
After one of the most lamentable retreats recorded in his- 
tory, — and in which the Mexican writers confess that he lost 
from desertion and death in every horrible form, ten thous- 
and five hundred men,^General Santa Anna re-entered San 
Luis de Potosi on the 9th of March. We were soon after- 
ward informed, by a person who traveled from San Luis to 
Monterey, that the dead were strewed along the road for sixty 
leagues. But while we may well exult in the heroism of our 
troops and skill of our of&cers, the impartial observer of these 
events, must also respect and admire the valor and patriotism 
■with which our enemies, undismayed by a scries of disas- 
ti-ons defeats, prepared to continue the war. Look for ex- 
ample at the alacrity and fortitude with which Santa Anna's 
shattered battalions, yet bleeding from the wounds of Buena 
Tista, hastened to meet the army of General Scott and to 
incur new disaBtors at Corro Gorda. 
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CHAPTEK X. 

Bkibees of dispalchea from head-quntters nirive.—Wo prepare lo escort them to 
Camargo. — A train lacked on. — DBsoripiion of the convoy. — Appearance of the 
country and villages. — Tha Massacre iieor Ramas.— The affair with the Mexi- 
can cavalry at Cerralvo.— General tlrrea retreata to Taniaulipas. — FViandly 
reception by the citizens of Cerraivo.— Pronunoiaraiento of the taBmsters. — Arri- 
val of Colonel CarUs' command.— We resume our msrcli lo Camargo.— Fortifi- 
CBtiona of that town.— Another march to Monterey.— Muscaiig Gray.— Whole- 
aale alaughler of mnclieros near Marin. 

The long euspeiiaion of communication between tlcad- 
Quarters and the coast, caused much apprehension in the 
United States for the safety of General Taylor's army. Re- 
ports of the capture of the Arkansas and Kentucky scouting 
parties in the vicinity of Encamacion, the advance of Santa 
Anna's host, and the assembling of the rancheros with 
Urrea'a corps in the lower country, had spread through the 
Union and awakened the most painful solicitude, which in 
those days of mail-Goaohes and pony-expressea, was not dk- 
pelled for many weeks. Colonel Curtis of the 3d Ohio regi- 
ment, being the senior officer on the Eio Grande, consider- 
ing the perilous position of our troops, thought it advisable 
in the emergency to call upon the adjacent states for volun- 
teei'S. Each anxious day deepened the gloom i;hat rested 
upon the public mind. But thanks to an all-wise Providence 
who guided and guarded our arms, the sun of victory arose 
at last, and with a radiance the more brilliant and dazzling 
from the preceding darkness. 
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On the 3d of March, Mr. Crittenden, volunteer aiddo- 
camp, and Major Coffee of the pay department, arrived at 
Monterey on their way to Washington. They were the 
bearers of those dispatches from Buena Vieta, which, while 
they excited the admiration and called forth the gratitude of 
the nation, carried desolation and mourning to many a home 
and heart. That night, an order was received by the Major 
commanding tiie 1st Oliio regiment, to march on the follow- 
ing day to Camargo, with five companies of infantry and 
two light pieces, as an escort to the bearers of dispatches. 
"Wearied by inaction and the monotony of garrison life, that 
officer had long desired such an opportunity for employing his 
men ; and for that and other reasons, he prepared to execute 
Ms commiesion with no ordinary zeal and pleasure. Know- 
ing that his march would be opposed by General Urrea — per- 
haps daily harassed by the attacks of the light squadrons of 
the enemy — and that much would depend on celerity of 
movement, he had determined not to encumber his troops 
with more than their blankets, and provisions barely suffi- 
cient for the journey. With this compact little escort, ho 
felt assured that the merely mounted force of the Mexicans, 
could not compel him even to halt or change the order in 
which he proposed to march. The companies — who had all 
now acquired the discipline and weather-beaten aspect of 
veterans — burned for another fight before their term of ser- 
vice should expire, and pleasantly contended with each other 
for places in the expedition. But as two companies of our 
regiment had been detailed for the previous enterprise under 
Major Shepherd, the Kentucky regiment reasonably claimed 
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that two of theirs should be attached to this command. The 
detachment therefore was organized as follows : three compa- 
nies of the 1st Ohio regiment under Captains Bradley, Arm- 
strong, and Keneally ; two companies of the Ist Eentucky 
regiment under Captains Howe and FuUer; and two gun- 
squads, each with a four-pounder, commanded hy Lieutenant 
McCarter and Sergeant William Howell of the Ist Ohio regi- 
ment, both of whom were skilled in the exercise of artillery. 
Onr assistant surgeon, Dr. Heighway, also accompanied the 
party, which comprised in all, about two hundred and fifty 
fighting men, whose strength was augmented by the resolute 
spirit with which they sought the hazardous service. It was 
a well-appointed escort ; and its commander,— knowing his 
men and confidently relying upon their endurance and cour- 
age, — ^had assured Messrs, Crittenden and Coffee that they 
would reach Camargo in live days. But unfortunately, just 
as we were about to start from Monterey on tlie 4th of March, 
an immense number of wagons were descried approaching 
the city on the SaltiUo road. It proved to be a train, made 
up chiefly of wagons which had accompanied General Wool's 
column in its long march from San Antonio, — now going to 
the rear for supplies. Much to our dissatisfaction, the escort 
was immediately ordered to delay its march until the follow- 
ing day in order to convoy the train. Th's t n ' ng 1 
the aspect of affairs, and gave a different 1 a a t t tl e 
detachment. Its commanding officer, tho 1 mp d ti 
the belief that his force was entirely inad -i at f tl i 
tection of so large a train, was not disp 1 t a 1 the 
additional responsibility so unexpectedly thrust upon him ; 



DESCEIFTION OF THE CONVOY. 299 



and contented himself witli replying that this new arrange- 
ment would probahly result in the detention of important 
dispatches on the route, longer than waa expected, and that 
he hoped his force would not be held accountable for the 
Bafety of the entire train. It was supposed however, by the 
officer commanding at Monterey, that General TJrrea, learn- 
ing the result of the battle of Buena Vista had withdrawn 
from the hne ; or that remaining, he would not be tempted 
by empty wagons to make an attack which promised more 
blows than booty. The number of the detachment therefore, 
was not increased, — ^except by the addition of a dozen Ar- 
kansas horsemen under Lieutenant Thompson. But the com- . 
panics composing the escort or convoy, were made up of men 
who would stand by their ofiicers to the death ; and we left 
Monterey with tlie determination, that, thongh some public 
property might be lost on the way, honor should be saved, 
and if possible, some glory won. 

In surveying the apparently interminable string of wagons 
which, on the 5th of March, followed us from the city and 
stretched for miles over the plain, I must confess that, much 
as General Taylor had complained of their scarcity, I hearti- 
ly wished them all with Pharaoh's chariots,— at the bottom 
of the Red Sea. It was the largest train that ever passed 
over the road ; and consisted of at least one hundred and fifty 
wagons, with perhaps seven hundred animals in harness, — 
many of them wild and stubborn Mexican mules. The ordi- 
nary difBcnlties attending the movement of such a train, 
even through a friendly country and under the most favorable 
circumstances, would vex a Job-like temper and patience. 
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But ■when it ia rememlierecl that there were more than a thou- 
sand active enemies upon the route ; that the train when 
extended and in motion, mast be nearly or qnite two milea 
in length ; that there was no military organization and but 
little subordination among the drivers; that the road for 
much of the distance was closely hedged in by dense thictcts, 
most suitable and convenient for ambuscading, while it was 
only at rare and distant intervals in the chaparral that the 
wagons could be parked ; the disadvantages under which the 
escort labored will be apparent. With the prospect of an 
action with a strong cavalry force, to have scattered a small 
body of infantry around so large a mass would have endan- 
■ gered the whole. The detachment was therefore divided into 
but two parties; — three companies marching in front and two 
in the rear of the train, each having a piece of artillery, 
which, had the country been more open, would have afforded 
prompt and efttcient protection to the ilanks. It was evident 
however, that a vigorous assault on judicionsly selected 
ground, by an enemy numerically so superior would result in 
the destniction of some portion of the train. The drivers 
who had escaped the massacre at Eamas, had already by 
their accounts of it, so terrified their fellows, that most of 
them were prepared to desert their teams at the first sign of 
danger. A number of clerks, camp-followers, and other 
Americans not connected with the army, alarmed at the 
threatening aspect of affairs in Mexico, availed themselves of 
the protection of our escort to leave the country. These 
being poorly armed and undisciplined would have embar- 
rassed, rather than have aided the detachment, had not Mr. 
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Crittenden tmclertaken the diffleult task of mating tJiem 
march at leaat, in some order. He so far succeeded, that an 
enemy reconnoitering us from afar, ■wonld perhaps have sup- 
posed them to be a formidable body of Kangers. Among 
those who solicited permission to accompany the train was 
a Mr, K***, a genuine Yankee, who had long resided at 
Durango, where he had been engaged in some manufactur- 
ing enterprise. His party consisted of his wife, two or three 
children, and a friend who had been employed in the same 
business with himself. It was represented to him that the 
Mexican troops were on the road, and would probably fight 
a small force ; and that he had better remain until the line 
was re-opened. But as he had been detained at Saltillo dur- 
ing the battle of Buena Vista, — much to the terror of his 
family, — he was determined not to make another halt south 
of " the little town of Bosting ;" and accepting the risk, con- 
cluded to march with us, 

A poor account of the poor eoantry between Monterey and 
Oamargo has been given in a previous chapter. Its appear- 
ance was now rather less attractive, if possible, from the 
absence of water. Daring the sis months that had elapsed 
since we first marched over it, scarcely a cloud had floated in 
the sky. Parched by the hot suns, the shrub-covered hills 
and plains had assumed a brown and fadmg hue, the gaudy- 
flowers of the cactus and variegated convolvuli had disap- 
peared from the valleys, and many of the streams which at 
the period of o»r upward march had been both bi'oad and 
deep, were now " consumed out of their places." But unlike 
"the troops of Tema" and "the companies of Sheba," we 
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neither looked nor waited for "the deceitful, brooks;" and 
sometime traveled an entire day without water. 

In consequence of the usual delays ia starting from Mon- 
terey, it was late on the 5th when we reached Agua Frio, 
where we eetahliahed ourselves for the night. Tbe ti-ain was 
securely parked in the bend of a deep harranoa or ravine ; 
and every arrangement made to guard against any meditated 
surprise or sudden assault, from which alone any serious 
danger was apprehended. The wagons, when halted around 
our camp, instead of requiring protection rather afforded it 
to US, while, at the same time, they were in a position to be 
effectually sheltered by our arms. It was only when in mo- 
tion and winding its slow length over the rough hilly road, 
and but a small part of the train eould be seen from any one 
point of view, that it invited attack. The village of Agua 
Frio was deserted by its inhabitants; and we were somewhat 
surprised to find in one of the vacant houses, four mus- 
tangs, bridled and saddled for the road; and which probably 
belonged to some of Urrea's spies lurking in the neigh- 
borhood. 

Many articles, of but little value however, plundered from 
Lieutenant Barbour's train, were discovered in the hamlet ; 
T\hich cu-cumstance, some persons with the detachment (not 
soldiers) would have made the pretext for the commission of 
excesses, but being promptly arrested they were careful not 
to betray any lawless designs during the remainder of the 
march. With our own men, the commander, had every rea- 
son to be satisfied. They were obedient, patient and coura- 
■ (jGous; and too deeply impressed with the responsibility and 
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dangers of the expedition, to indulge in the usnal levities and 
petty maraudings. 

The second day, notwithstanding the many breakings of 
harness and wagons, and indeed many of the villainouB mules 
had to be broken afresh every morning, we traveled with 
nncommon swiftness, and passing through Marin and Ramas, 
at nightfall bivouacked at Papagallos. Towns and ranchoB 
were all deserted, and not a Mexican was seen in the course 
of the day's march. A suspicious silence reigned over the 
whole country ; and but few now doubted that the enemy 
was prepared at some point to dispute our progress. The 
complete abandonment of the villages was partly explained 
by the shocking spectacle that met our gaze as wo descended 
into a deep and narrow valley near Ramas. It was the scene 
of the massaci-e ten days previous, (34th of February,) and 
the inhabitants of that region had doubtless fled from the 
retribution which they feared it would provoke. The ground 
for the attack on Lieutenant Barbour's Httle command, had 
been well selected by the enemy. The valley is inclosed by 
lofty ridges, over which, on either side, the road passes by a 
rough and abrupt ascent. It is so intersected by ravines, cnt 
by the rains in their passage from the hills, as to make the 
progress of a train through it slow and dilBcult, The 
unfortunate party had been permitted to enter tlio valley, and 
when involved among the ravines and thickets, were sud- 
denly and furiously assailed by the Mexicans who had been 
stationed in ambush. The startled escort, taken by sui-prise, 
was almost immediately surrounded by ten times its number 
and forced to capitulate without firing a sliot. But no quar- 
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ter bad been given to tbe drivers, — the bodies of more tbaa 
fifty of wbom still lay festering there ; naked, bloated and 
blackened by Bun and fire. Some of them, after being 
smeared with tar, had been burnt to a crisp upon the wagons. 
Others, frightfully mangled with wounds, had been placed in 
an erect position with pieces of their own flesh thrust into 
their mouths. The hearte of some had been torn from their 
breasts, and suspended upon the bushes or loft to roast npon 
the i-ocks, reminding us of the revolting sacrifices of the 
Aztecs to the Sun. Indeed such barbarous ati'oeities could 
only have been perpetrated by the progeny of those cannibals 
and the cruel torturers of Gautemozin.* The effluvia arising 

* Jt has been supposed by many persons that these barburilies were commirWil 
by the eemi-savage rancheroa of Canales alone. In Ihe Mexican "Noles of the 
War," — a work to which I have often heretoibre referred,— a chapter is devoted to 
the guarrilla operations both on the lines of Scott and Taylor ; from which I qaote 
the subjoined extract to show that officers of rank and troops of the line were 
present at, if not actnal participators in (his mercilefa butchery. Let it be remem- 
bered that the enemy commenced this sort of warfere. Their historian does not 
deny it ; but after remarking that, — " (his kind of hostilities the Americans called 
birbai-oua,"i— be haBiens lamelj- tojustilj- them by adding,— "but they soon eatab- 
liehed the same on their side." General Urrea was undoubtedly the commander- 
in-chief of all the Mexican troops north of the Sierra Madre at the time, fie, I 
believe, ia generally known aa the executioner of Fanning'B Teiana. The 
Iturbide mentioned in the tallowing extract is a son of the ill-star'd Emperor ol 
that name, and is also well known in the cities of the United States. It is believed 
tliat the name of Lambert is a misprint, and sboold be " Langbei'g ; at least it is 
so written by that ofScer himself in a certain considerate and modest biSef now in 
my possession. He is probably a German, and takes pnins to annunnco himself 
" a foreign officer," in the note which will be given to the reader on a substquent 
page of these Memoirs. After deecribing the guetrillas on the Vera Craz liie 
under the famous Padre Jaurauta and EoboUedo, the Mexican histoiian writes as 
follows : — 

" The guerillas of Tamanlipas were recruited from the rancheros of the villas 
and were commanded byCanalesi along with the squadrons of Guanajuato, of 
jUlende and Fieles de Guanajuato, commanded by Generals Drrea and Romaro. 
They had under them liltewise, several officers of the array of the line, such as 
Emelio Lambert, Augustin Ricoy, Auguslin Ilurbido, I'antaloon Gutierrez, and 
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irom the mass of putrefaction tainted the atmoaphcre to the 
snmmita of the hills boitlering the valley. Theroad was marked 
for a considerable distance with the dead bodies of men, the 
carcases of males and piecea of the wagons, which had been 
broken up and partly biirned to avoid detection and recovery. 
The fugitives had evidently been hotly pursued and some of 
them were slain far frcnn the train. At one place even 
beyond the valley, I saw the half of a human head, which 
had been cleft from the crown downward, lying in the road 
at a great distance from any corpse. The face was upturned 
to the sun, and the shrunken and ghastly features, caused some 
stanch old horses of the passing escort to snort and tremble 
witli fright. 

Altogether the scene was one of the wildest savagery ; and 
the teiTible bloodshed it provoked, of which the reader will 
be informed at the close of this chapter, may perhaps, to 
some minds, " prove but a jest," when " exampled by this 
heinous spectacle." 

It has been stated that wc bivouacked the second night of the 
march at Papagallos. As at Agua Frio, the ground was 
carefully selected, and the camp a strong one, — the wagons 
being parked around a low but steep conical hill, to the com- 
manding summit of which fJio artillery was dragged by hand, 

olhars They passed from Tula to (he State of Kew Leon, making mnrches and 
cnnntermarcheB to surprise detsoiimenls of the enemy. On the 24th ol B'ebruary, 
1847, they attacked E convoy and captured 121 wagons loaded with clolhBB and 
provi'iiotis , aud 137 tuulee also loaded with clothes, besides leaving man; killed, 
wounded, di'^persed attd prisoners taken ; brealiiug up the force that accompanied 
the train which exceeded 300 men. War made systematically by guerrillas, 
appears to ns would in the long run have ruined the enemy and given success to 
the Republic." 
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The dreadftil objects passed dnring the day, and the prospect 
of a conflict before reaching Camargo, affoi'ded topics for 
coDYersation to the men who sat around their fires cooking, 
or cleaning the dnet from their arms. It was late in the 
night before silence stole over the camp ; and toward dawn 
it was again broken by the clatter of hoofs on the road in 
advance of our position ; which sounds, the officer of the 
guard reasonably supposed, proceeded from a scouting party 
of the enemy. These increasing signs of danger, caused 
uneasiness for the safety of the wagons alone. The troops 
were abundantly able to protect themselv^ from many times 
their number of Mexican cavalry; but the experience and 
observation of the two past days had convinced us that the 
train when in motion, was never in any other than a bad 
position and only perfectly safe when closed in mass. But 
the interminable thickets which skirted the road, — while they 
were intersected by many paths and little glades favorable to 
the opei'ations of an attacking party,— presented but few 
openings spacious enough to contain our wagons. Especially 
is this the case between Papagallos and Cerralvo, a distance 
of twenty-eight miles, which we marched on th(J third day, 
7th of March. The solitary rivulet with which nature occa- 
sionally gladdens the first twenty miles of tliat journey, was 
dried op. But at the " Hobhers' Eancho," — eight miles from 
Cerralvo, — which we reached early in the afternoon, a supply 
of water was obtained. The scorching heat and rough road 
had so jaded both men and animals, that the commanding 
officer had concluded to encamp there ; but on learning from 
the wagon-masters that they were short of forage, he deter- 
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rained to pnsh forward to Oerralvo. The " Eobbers' Eancho " 



., but, ^ it was Sunday, an officer of the 
detachment sportively remarked that " the forty thieves had 
probably gone to church." Some new fcrogans, several packs 
of playing cards and other sutler's goods were found in that 



After leaving the Uancho, the teams began to lag, as uenal 
towai'd the end of a day's march. When the head of the 
train was about a mile from Oerralvo, a small party of horse- 
men who had been kept in advance galloped hack witii the 
information that, just as they were cautiously entering the 
suburbs of the town, tho Mexican troops began to pour out, 
through many streets, upon the plain. So sudden indeed 
was the appearance of the enemy that one of our people, 
being poorly mounted, was overtaken and killed in tho 
retreat. Before hearing this report, the long array of Lancers, 
then rapidly approaching, had admonished us to prepare for 
action. Fortunately there was a slight elevation in the plain, 
rather bare of chaparral, about 200 yards in front of the spot 
we occupied when first advised of the enemy's presence. 
This, the commander of the escort determined to gain as a 
favorable position for his artillery, while the open ground 
about it would afford ample space to park the train, for which 
orders were immediately given. Our four-pounder and the 
three companies of infantry were at once rushed forward to 
the desired position ; and formed apon it just as the leading 
squadrons of Lancers had arrived within good range for 
canister shot, with which they were promptly greeted. Thoy 
continued to advance, but in a slower pace and evidently 
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much confused and disconcerted by their unexpected recep- 
tion. Before our cannon was re-loaded, we were enabled to 
open a lively fire of musketry upon their line ; at which they 
broke and fled in disorder, ojany of them throwing them- 
selves upon the necks of their horses the better to avoid our 
balls. A rapid glance from the point we occupied had 
revealed a heavy force between us and the town ; and large 
bodies of men, moving rapidly through the chaparral upon 
our flanks and rear. There seemed to be quite cnoogh of 
them to overwhelm us by the mere weight of numbers. At 
tlie moment of the attack, the rear-guard, — composed of 
Howe's and Keneally's companies with Lieutenant McCar- 
ter's gun-guard, was more than two miles behind us ; while 
the wagons were strung out in the intervening road, which 
was for the most part hemmed in by thickets. The sudden 
volleys and shoute of the combatants, conveyed to those in 
the rear, the first intimation of the affair on hand. Captain 
Howe then marched his company to the front, leaving 
Keneally's (Company A, let Ohio regiment) aJone in the 
rear ; which unaccountable movement, — had the latter com- 
pany been composed of less resolute material, — might have 
seriously endangered the whole command. But the com- 
mander of the escort, was not apprehensive that the rear- 
gun would bo captured so long as one gallant Irish heart was 
left to bleed in its defense.* At the sound of the hrst shot, 
the drivers in the center of the train abandoned their teams 

' Captain Keneally's company whs corapoged of Irishmen ; and was Ibi many 
years well known in Cincinnati as— "Ihe Montgomery Guai-ds." The gallont 
Coptcin lost his life on the Vera Cruz line, a few months after the events hero 
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and ran either to the advance or rear-guard. But few of 
those men deserve cenanre, for the road was bo narrow that 
t!ie stopping of a siugle" wagon necessarily detained all othei-s 
behind it. And even at those rare places where the track 
was wide enough to admit of passing, many of the brainless 
native mules, being accustomed only to follow, refused to 
pass those halted in advance of them ; thus, by their pro- 
voking obstinacy, defeating the efforts of the moat diligent 
and eourageons drivers to bring up their wagons. To remain 
with such brutes was certain death ; and indeed, so sudden 
was the onset of the cavalry at all points, that more than a 
dozen of the teamsters were lanced in their saddles ; while 
others, unable to join either division of our force escaped 
in the chaparral, and wandered off toward Monterey or 
Camargo. 

Meantime the wagons were being gathered as rapidly as 
possible around the advance and rear-guards, and by prompt 
and unceasing exertions, — in which some of the wagon-mas- 
tei-s and drivers fearlessly discharged their dutj', — we suc- 
ceeded in saving about one hundred and twenty of them. 
The remainder, probably forty in number, were lost chiefly 
by the mules taking fright, and dashing through the openings 
of the tliickets into the enemy's hands. Had we fifty or a 
hundred good dragoons, even those should have been recov- 
ered. The ranchero portion of Un-ea's force, under General 
Oanales, after unhitching the animals immediately set fire to 
the wagons. Among those burned was onr ammnnition 
wagon, which, though placed in chai'ge of two drivers 
inded as trusty men, had been lost in the first 
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alarm. They excnsod themselves by asserting that their 
horeea became nnmanageahle at the noise of the affray, and 
that they did not leave their saddles until in danger oi being 
carried over to the enemy. The sad story of its loss was 
first commanieated to us by the sound of its explosion, which 
was followed by an nneai-thly yell of pain. It seemed that a 
party of Mexicans, perhaps engaged in wrangHng for the 
horses, an unusoal and much coveted booty, were assembled 
around it while it was burning ; when, as we afterward 
learned from one of the sufferers who was captured, three of 
the number were instantly billed and several wounded by an 
explosion that shattered the wagon to fragments. This 
unlucky event, a more pereevering foe than General Urrea 
would have turned to good aeeount, assured as he must have 
been by the slackening of our fire, that we had no cartridges 
to waste upon a distant mark. It was no easy matter to pre- 
vent the loss from having a depressing effect upon onr ti'oops ; 
but the circumstances of our position when fully understood, 
strengthened every heart and axm. 

The enemy, foiled in his first and most serious attack in 
front, after re-forming, continued to menace us with a charge ; 
but was SB often driven back by the unflinching steadiness of 
our men, and a few round shot from the piece of artillery 
under Sergeant Howell, some of whose balls rebounded into 
the town, creating no little consternation among the citizens. 
Our first object being to collect and park the wagons, the 
men were directed to husband their ammunition, and content 
themslves with keeping the enemy at a respectful distance. 
While engaged in these skirmishes, altogether defensive on 
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our part, we could not refrain from again lamenting that it 
had not been our fortnne to march from Monterey with the 
escort alone, as at first designed. Arrested in our progress 
more by the train in our rear, than by the foe in front, we 
could, if nnembarraBsed with the former, have thrown the 
Iatt«r from our path as easily as a buoyant ship casts the 
billows from her prow. Encouraged by our apparent inac- 
tivity, a party of the enemy dismounted, approached under 
cover of the chaparral and opened a rattling fire of escopetts 
upon our left flank. Their balls pattered among the mass of 
wagons then collected, but beside wounding a few mules did 
no damage. Our four-pounder was moved in that direction, 
and with a few raking discharges swept the sbnlMng gentry 
from the bushes. While the fight was in progre^, a game- 
cock, that conrageous and vigilant bird, which the ancients, 
with their nice perception of the fitness of such things, dedi- 
cated to Mars, belonging to a soldier, flew upon a bow of the 
wagon in which he had been confined, and crowed in a style 
that would have caused the whole tribe of overgrown and 
loutish SJianghaes to hide their diminished heads. His 
clarion notes were greeted by the men with cheers and shouts 
of applause. 

Among the laughable little incidents was the following, to 
■which my attention was called by a gentleman near me. In 
one of the foremost wagons of the park was a beardless 
youngster, — perhaps a clerk, — whose only weapon wag a 
little brass pocket-pistol. But he fought with that, as if 
victory depended upon his single efibrts ; discharging it with 
the most astonishing rapidity,— now disappearing in the 



312 INCIDENTS OF THE ACTION. 

wagon to load, and the nest instant rising to fire at any 
Mexican in sight, no matter how distant. Much excited, he 
continued liia animated fusillade long after the ti-oops had 
ceased firing. Whenever he dropped to charge liis pistol, 
the driver of his war-chariot, who sat upon his mule, shak- 
ing -with laughter, was engaged in selecting the next victim, 
and at which the terrible piece of ordnance was leveled as 
soon as loaded. 

Another amusing scene occurred ahout this time. A team- 
ster who had escaped from the massacre at Eamae, — and 
who was a driver in our train also,— had been suddenly set 
upon by a couple of Lancers ; and failing in his attempt to 
give "leg-hail," he had darted head foremost into a cluster 
of chaparral about twenty feet in diameter. Into this the 
enemy were unable to force their horses ; and being afraid to 
dismount, contented themselves with riding around the thicket 
and thrusting their long lances at the fugitive. Our driver, 
now on his hands and knees, and dodging from side to side 
like a wounded partridge in a brush-heap, succeeded by dint 
of hard scratching, in eluding all the blows aimed at him. 
The Lancers, alarmed at the proximity of some of our troops, 
finaJly rode off; when the teamster, venturing cautiously 
from his friendly cover, fled to the escort, with clothes torn 
to shreds and hands and face badly lacerated by the thorns. 
Oveijoyed at his narrow escape and regarding himself as one 
returned almost from the dead, he gave utterance to his 
delight and attracted attention by some lusty cheers for kirn- 
self. Jumping into the air and swinging the remnant of an . 
old straw-hat exultingly around his head, lie shouted, — 
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" Hurrah for Bill Eobbins I Hurrah for Bill Kobbiae 1 run 
over by Lancers two times, and a living agin I" 

But there were some incidents connected with the affair 
at Oerralvo of a different character, that interested more 
seriously the hearts of those present, and with one of which 

I propose to detain the reader. The Mr. E , of whom 

mention ie made at the beginning of thia chapter, happened, 
at the commencement of the fight to be near the front of the 
ti'ain, while his friend and family were riding in a wagon far 
away toward the rear. He at once made a desperate effort 
to join them, but after a fierce hand to hand conflict in which 
he killed one of the enemy, was forced to abandon tlie attempt 
and unite with onr force in front, then hotly engaged. Cov- 
ered with blood and bathed in tears, the gray-haired old man 
approached the commanding officer, and in a voice tremulous 
with wild excitement stated the position of his family and 
implored assistance. It was not the moment for a consola- 
tory conversation, yet sympathizing deeply with his sudden 
and great grief, the commander briefly aeaured him that he 
should have our arms, as he already had our sympathies, at 
the earlest possible moment ; that in order to be able to aid 
him effectually we must first secure ourselves ; and suggested 
that his wife and children were probably safe with the rear- 
guard. And so it proved. Their wagon had been attacked 

with othei-s, and E 's friend had been billed before the 

eyes of the family. But the women and children, suppHca- 
ting mercy in the Spanish language, with which from their 
long residence in Durango, they were familiar, had been 
spared and suffered to join Captain Keneally's party in the 
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rear. The old man, — husband and father, — being agitated 
with a thoasand fears for his loved ones, could think of noth- 
ing but their fate ; and throughout the action stood by the 
commanding officer, occasionally taking hold of his stirrup 
and looking mutely and imploringly up into his face, as if to 
remind him of his promise. Doabtleas each moment seemed 
an age to the one. I know tliat duty and the tenderest feel- 
ings of our nature were making wild war in the breast of tho 
other. 

The enemy, it will be observed, being all mounted and 
acquainted with the gi'ound, had been enabled with their 
superior numbers to dash almost simultaneonsiy upon all 
parts of the train. A heavy column had briskly charged 
the rear-guard, but meeting with a determined resistance had 
been compelled to retire with loss and in disorder. They 
then formed in force, between the two divisions of our detach- 
ment with the view of preventing a junction. From the 
time of the aiTival of Captain Howe's company in front, we 
had been greatly concerned for the safety of the company and 
artillery left in the rear. Lientcnants Fyffe and Moore, 
acting staff-officers, had both gallantly volunteered to bear 
any communication to Oapiain Keneally. But the com- 
mander, believing fi-om the mutual confidence which existed 
between that officer and himself, that the Captain needed no 
encouragement to do his duty ; and would count with cer- 
tainty upon our aid when the proper moment arrived, — 
declined to risk the lives of his staff nnnecrasarily. He did 
not believe that there was a company in the 1st Ohio regi- 
ment which under the circumstances could be induced to 
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lay down their arms and Burrender that piece of artillery, 
contrary to his orders and the interests of the whole detach- 
ment. Company A, certainly was not one to withdraw from 
danger and thereby involve their comrades in greater peril. 

The Mexican force in our front having been repulsed, and 
now disposed to content themselves with random volleys of 
eacopetts from a distance, Captain Bradley was ordered to 
march with eighty men, to the rear ; nnite his force with 
Captain Keneally's and bring np the wagons collected there. 
Jnst as Captain Bradley was ahoiit to set out, Captain 
Keneally himself-— cheerful and sprightly as ueual^ — rode up 
on a gady caparisoned Mexican horse. He stated that his 
company was surrounded, and that he had received under 
cover of a flag the following eommunieation, which was 
written with a lead pencil on a mammoth sheet of foolscap, 

" The Colonel Langherg, offers to all the soldiers, life and 
secmity, if yon surrender yourself. 

(Signed) " Emelio Langbekg, Foreign Officer" 

Captain Keneally also stated that upon receiving the note 
he had requested an interview with Colonel Langberg ; that 
he had found him with a large force under General Komaro, 
occupying an intermediate point of the road ; and that Lang- 
berg, who spoke our language fluently, had remarked to him 
that further resistance would be useless as the Mexican force 
amounted ^ sixteen hundred men and three ffenercds* 
Keneally next inquired, if the remainder of the detachment 

• I have no doubt but that lliis statement of ths etrength. of the Mesioiin foree at 
CeiTtt^vo is nearly correol. We were aileiward informed by oilizens of tho town, 
that all Utrea'E troops, both i-egiilars and ranclieroa, had been concentrated there, 
ri'i a suitable point ior their oporalions ; it being aboui equi-distant from our posla 
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had been captured 1 To thia interrogatory, Langberg tnith- 
fullj replied in the negative ; a eircumatanco from -which I 
am disposed to infer that he is a soldier of more honor than 
many of those with whom he has associated himself. Cap- 
tain Kencally then demanded permission to consult his com- 
mander, which was immediately granted and a horse placed 
at his disposal. The enemy also cheerfully agreed to a truce 
of one hour, during which time he had proposed, doubtless, 
to practice some of his perfidious arts. The men, who 
seemed to guess at once, the purport of Captain Keneally'a 
message and the contents of the paper he delivered, swelled 
with silent indignation at the bare idea of a capitulation. 
But one however, ventui-ed to make a remark, and that soito 
voce. " Boys," — said he to those next him in the line, — 
" boys, how would we look cracking pandy-mice in Urrea's 
camp to-night "i" * 

The commander of the escort, not intending to be duped 
by the wily foe, became, after hearing Keneally's report, 
doubly solicitous to concentrate his force without further loss 
of time. The captain was forthwith sent back with a suita- 
ble reply to the enemy, and a word of encouragement to bis 
own company. Immediately upon the heels of Keneally 
was dispatched Captain Bradley with the force previously 
designated : so that if the Mexicans had calculated upon 

at Monterey BTid Cumaigo. The generals so vauiitingly nUiided to, were Urrca, 
the commander -in -ohiei', Koroaro and Canalas. But generals are aa plenliful iu 
Mexico, as Coioiiela in the snaky counlieB of Viiginia. 

• The reader will perceive the kernel of litis lemork, when he is informed that the 
Mexican soldiers, who are tlieir own commissaries, subsist chiefly on "jjon-ife- 
mail,"— com brcEd,— which they make from corn coarsely bruised or cracked upan 
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having an hour's truce in which to spread their nets, " they 
reckoned mithout their host." Captain Bradley possessed 
an intrepid spirit, united with a rare combination of prudence 
and promptness, which, I take occasion to remark, rendered 
him eminently worthy of this dangerous and honorable dis- 
jtinction. Captain Keneally having notified Colonel Lang- 
berg of the termination of the truce, courteously advised 
him to move bis troops, as they were in a dangerous position 
and might get hurt if they persisted in remaining. Upon 
rejoining his company, he was informed by Lieutenant Mc- 
Carter commanding the artillery, that during his absence 
some BCLuadrons of tlie enemy had moved to a new position 
within short range of the piece. These were immediately 
lired npon, Bradley, who had advanced rapidly on the main 
road, was enabled at almost tlie sanie moment to ponr the 
whole weight of his fire upon otlier bodies of cavalry, who, 
taken by surprise at these sudden offensive movemente on 
our part, gave way on all sides and suffered the rear-guard to 
be re-inforced. Among the foremost in Captain Bradley's 
command, mai'ched the gallant old New Englander, — It***, 
who had learned from Keneally the melancholy fate of his 
friend, and the joyful tidings of the safety of his wife and 
children. His meeting with these, after such sanguinary 
scenes as all of tliem had -witnessed, I leave to the imagina- 
tion of the kindly aifectioned reader. The now united com- 
mands of Captains Keneally and Bradley, had but little diffi- 
culty in bringing up the remainder of the train : and thus, 
in less than two hours after the first attack, we had the satis- 
iaction of seeing our little force again concentrated, and with 
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a logs of but two soldiers, fifteen drivers and about forty 
wagons. The Mexican losa we liad no meana of ascertain- 
ing, but the people of Cerralvo, subsequently informed us 
that it amounted to between forty and fifty killed and -wound- 
ed. It was Gener!.! Urrea's last appearance in that theater, 
from ■which we argue that he at least, did not think attacking 
trains a yery profitable business in the long nm; or 
agree "with the Mexican historian that— "a guerrilla war 
would have ruined the enemy and given succeBS to the 
Republic." 

It should be stated that before the junction of our troops 
was effected,— -indeed but a few minutes after the departure 
of Captain Bradley, — General Urrea commanding in our 
front, sent a flag toward us, which Major Coffee volunteered 
to meet midway, as it was not desirable that any of the 
enemy should be allowed to inspect closely our force and 
position. Its bearer, who did not speak English very intelli- 
gibly, was understood to inquire why we had violated a truce 
by tiring on the general-in-ebief. This strange inquiry, 
strange, because the truce was construed by us as extending 
only to the rear-guard, served to show that General Urrea, 
though more distant from the scene of conti'act than our- 
selves, was cognizant of it before we were; and strengthened 
our suspicion that some preconcerted scheme was about to be 
put in execution ; and which was thwarted by our prompt- 
ness in reinforcing the rear-gaard. Tlie demand for a sur- 
render was also iterated, but the envoy was given to under- 
stand that General Urrea had failed to convince us of its 
necessity ; and that as his object in these parleys was evi- 
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dently to gain time and information, we would not regard or 
hesitate to fire npon tlie next flag ho prcsnmed to send. 

After the arrival of the rear-guard, a few more shots were 
exchanged with the enemy, hut he finally gave up the contest 
and withdrew from the field. It was beginning to get dusk, 
hnt the commander of the escort determined to make an effort 
to reach the town, in the direction of which the Mexicans 
had retired. The wagons closed in mass, covered several 
acres of ground, and thongh empty of aught save cm-ses, 
with which they had been pretty heavily laded, especially 
since the attack, embarrassed our operations greatly. On 
the four aides of the park, were posted in as many divisions 
all our available force, including the miscellaneous command 
of Mr. Crittenden. In this oMer we resumed our march. 
But the hushes skirting the road so impeded the progress of 
the train, that, after many short detentions, we were com- 
pelled by the darkness to halt ontside the town. It was sup- 
posed, too, from the sounding of bugles in advance, and the 
movements of the enemy, dimly discerned in the faint star- 
light, that preparations were being made to dispute oiu" 
entrance; and it was tlierefore deemed best to await the 
morning before making the attack. Strong picket-guards 
were thrown out, and the men were ordered to lie down in 
their places and sleep on their arms. Many of the poor fel- 
lows were too much fatigued with the exertions of the day, 
either to eat or sleep ; but a feeling of contentment and a 
sober joy pervaded the whole command, arising from the 
consciousness that they had done their daty and were an 
overraatch for the enemy. During the night General Urrea 
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evacuated tlio town and marched southward into Tamanli- 
pas; nor was our line of communication afterward inter- 
rupted, save by the indigenous robber bands. 

Early the next morning, 8th of March, we took possesion 
of Oerralvo ; after having been met in the eiiburba by some 
deputies of the citizens, who, governed by their feai-s rather 
than their inclinations, greeted us cordially and proffered every 
service needful. These humble characters on the previous day 
had doubtless been cheek-by -jowl with Urrea. But the ayun- 
tamienio of Oerralvo are not singular in the amiable faculty 
of accomodating themselves to the power that happens to be 
in the ascendant. Learning from two wounded Americans 
whom we found in the town, that they had been kindly 
treated by the citizens, — the Alcalde was notified that in 
return for his humanity, and a liberal supply of beef and 
corn during our stay, we would extend to himself and people 
our protection and " distinguished consideration." Notwith- 
standing these friendly demonstrations at Oerralvo, we did 
not relax our usual vigilance, and took up a sti'ong position 
in the town. The same day, the commanding officer dis- 
patched a Mexican cornier to General Urrea, with some 
details of the battle of Euena Vista ; and requesting him 
him to release Lieutenant Barbour's party and other Ameri- 
cans then in bis hands, upon the assm-ance that General Tay- 
lor would promptly r jciprocate the act by giving liberty to an 
equal number of prisoners. The messenger returned on the 
following day, with the intelligence that Urrea had retreated 
toward Yictoria ; ard that despairing of success in any 
effort to overtake him with his poor mustang, he had aban- 



A STAMPEDE AMONG THE TEAM9TEK3. 331 

doned the chase. Though the man had Tieen promiaed, iu 
the event of his success, that his brother, then om" prisoner, 
should be released; yet there were many who placed no con- 
fidence in his report. Among those whose minds were filled 
with the belief that the enemy yet lingered in the vicinity 
with some ulterior designs upon our train, were tlie team- 
sters. On the 9th, the commander of the detachment issued 
ao order for the companies and wagons to be got ready for 
resuming the match in the direction of Camargo. He was 
soon informed by the chief wagon-master, that the teamsters 
positively and unanimously refused to drive. This unexpected 
Tte exeat of Jehu involved ua in a dilemna, for which, so far 
as I am informed, neither Mars nor Marcj bad made any 
special provision : the oracles of the god and Secretary of 
War, being alike ominously silent concerning teamsters. 
They were not enlisted men, or considered subject to martial 
law. Beholding in pei^pective a fate as dreadful as that 
already encountered by some of their comrades, the little 
subordination that had heretofore prevailed among them was 
now lost in an appalling sense of danger. 

The commanding officer, not being altogether satisfied 
himself, that the enemy had abandoned the road; and know- 
ing that in the event of another sudden attack by such a 
force, more Uvea and wagons must be lost, was not disposed 
to resort to any extreme measures to compel obedience. He 
was free to admit too, that the unarmed drivers had some rea- 
son to dread an enemy who had proved so unsparing to them : 
and in this connection it may be remarked that in Langberg's 
note, life and security were offered to the soldiers alone. 
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But being anxious that the important diapatc!ies from 
Buena Viata should not he delayed, he nest concluded to 
divide his force,^to leave one-half at CerralTo in charge of 
the train, and march with the other to Oamargo. He stated 
to Major Coffee and Mr. Crittenden the emharraeemejits of 
our position, arising from the temper and conduct of the 
drivei-a; and informed his ofHcera of the plan proposed. To 
this it was replied among other things, that there was a scar- 
city of cartridges, — but ten or twelve rounds remaining for 
the musketB and a less numher for the artillery ; — and that 
if the enemy had not retreated toward Victoria, and should 
be tempted by a division of our force to invest Cerralvo, as 
he had besieged Marin; a failure of ammunition or of sup- 
plies from the sun'ounding country would be fatal to the 
party left with the wagons. After calmly weighing all the 
difficulties that surrounded him, the commanding officer 
finally decided to await the arrival of a force under Colonel 
Curtis, supposed to be on the march from Camargo; and in 
the meantime dispatched a messenger to Major Grossman, 
the qnarter-m^ter at that post, requesting the provision of 
supplies on the route. The messenger who was a Mexican 
smuggler, familiar with the frontier, returned in a few hours 
and stated that he had encountered some of Canales' men ; 
but as he had fortunately refused to take a written message, 
they had released him after searching his clothes and saddle 
for papers. He however, stated his belief that it was possi- 
ble to get through by making a circuit to the north-west, 
crossing the Eio Grande and descending to Camargo on the 
Texan hank. This he immediately undertoolc to do, in com- 
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pany with a volunteer; whom he shaved, painted and dis- 
guised as a Mexican with a skill that proved hini an adept 
in such matters. The second attempt waa successful, and 
we aftei-ward found our march greatly facilitated by the satis- 
factory arrangements that Major Grossman had promptly 
made for supplying the train on the road. 

"Wo were detained at Oeri'alvo four days, at the end of 
which time Colonel Curtis arrived with a column of more 
than twelve hundred men ; comprising his own, the 3d Ohio, 
regiment, fom- companies of the new Virginia regiment under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Randolph, — a squadron of regular dra- 
goons under Lieutenant- Colonel Fatmtleroy, — ^four pieces of 
artillery ; and a corps of Texan Horse, lately called into ser- 
vice. Some of the fugitives fram our train had met him at 
Mier, with the usual veport in such cases, that our detachment 
was eat to pieces. On receiving this intelligence, Lieutenant- 
Colonel McCook of the 3d Ohio regiment, had proposed a 
rapid advance to Cerralvo with the cavalry alone. But his 
wishes were not acceded to, and the whole force in hourly 
expectation of an attack continued to advance by slow 
marches. The same misrepresentations of our fate reached 
General Taylor, — then at Monterey; — who, in the absence of 
any official report of the circum&tances, though fresh from his 
glorious victory over Santa Anna, immediately started on a 
bush-whacking hunt after such small game as Uri"ea. That 
wily gentleman however, hastened to burrow in the Tula 
pass, from which he did not again emeige during the cam- 
paign. 

After obtaining from Curtis' command some needful sup- 
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plica ; and thirty Texan Eangers, to be employed as scouts 
and flankers, wc continued our marcli, and arrived at Ca- 
margo without fui'ther interruption on the 15tli of the month. 
At that post we met Colonel Mitchell, Lieutenant-Colonel 
"Weller, Surgeon Charaberlyn and other officers of our regi- 
ment who had just arrived from tlie United States, The 
town of Gamargo we found much changed since our former 
TJeit in August of the previous year. It had been fortified 
too, — (aa the reader, jpemi^wji^wr^, knows,) but in snch a 
bnngling manner, as to espoae a certain one of Mr. Polk's 
generals to the suspicion of incompetency. An extensive 
and well -constructed field-work had been built on the west 
bank of the Eio San Juan (opposite the town) by the 2d 
Ohio regiment, and named in honor of the officer who super- 
intended it — "Fort Major Wall." 

On the 20th of March, five days after our anival at 
Gamargo, we again entered upon the dry and weary road to 
Monterey ; with a train of one hundred loaded wagons, and 
a force augmented to five hundred men, by the addition of 
some companies of the Virginia regiment ; a company of 
United States Dragoons ; and a company of Texan Rangers 
under the famous " Mustang " Gray ; — the whole column 
commanded by Golone! Mitchell, whose wound was suffi- 
ciently healed to enable him to take the saddle. Nothing 
worthy of notice occurred during our journey until our 
arrival, on Sunday, the 28th of March, at the scene of the 
massacre between Eamas and Marin, already described. 
There Captain Gray and his Rangers separated from the 
command, for the purpose, as was said, of obtaining Ibrage, 
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Tho column pursued its march a few miles farther, and 
encamped for the night at the stream near Marin. I was 
informed that one of the Texans had recognized a brother 
among the decaying remains of mortality in the valley, and 
with tears of grief and rage, had ineisted upon avenging his 
death in the hlood of the first Mexicans they encountered. 
The departure of the Rangers therefore, seemed to bode evil 
to the neighboring rancheros ; for human vengeance, — espe- 
cially Texan vengeance of the Ofay species, — armed with 
power, is seldom over nice in the exercise of it. 

We saw nothing more of them until dark, when they rode 
into camp laded with forage, and driving a couple of terriiied 
old Mexicans before them ; both so covered and hung about 
with flapping and complaining fowls, as to resemble in no 
small degree tlieir ferocious ancestors, when clad in their 
gorgeous panoplies of "plumage" or feather-mail. The 
fright which evidently possessed the old men, was most 
lamentable ; and they hastened in anxious silence to leave 
the camp as soon as relieved of their bm-dens. Little did we 
suppose that they were going home to weep over tho dead 
bodies of relatives and iriends. Nor was it until after our 
arrival at Monterey that we learned that twenfy-four men, 
comprising nearly the entire male population of a village, 
about eight miles from our camp, had been put to death.* 

* Thia maseacte gave rise to on interesting correapondence between General 
Mora Y. VUlainil (commanding the nearest MexicBD garrison, at San Luis de 
Potosi) and General Taylor, in which the latter displayed his usuaL candor and 
ability ; as will be perceived in the following extract ftora bis letter : 

"But as you have thought proper, in communicating the instrudionB of your 
government, to address me somewhat ol length on the manner in which the war 
has boon prosecuted on my part, I embrace this opportunity to make a few remarks 

IS 
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Various opiiiiona were expreeeed at Mouterey, a"boiit this 
Eangiiinary and merciless transaction. Many justified it by 
the wanton cruelties inflicted upon our countrymen near 
Eamas, in which some of these same Mexicans were prob- 
ably engaged ; and for which outrages the rancheros cer- 
tainly had no apology whatever. Others thought it neces- 
sary M a warning and example to the people, whom we had 
BO long in vain endeavored to conciliate, and whom we could 
only intimidate by some such sudden and heavy blow. Some 
excused it as the result of a wild storm of passion ; by the 
long rankling injuries of the Texans, or by the border code 
of " blood for blood." It forms one of the darkest passages 
in the history of the campaign ; and in fact, can not be justi- 
fied on the score of necessity of any tind. I would fain blot 
it out from these memoirs ; and it is alluded to here chiefly 
because as an officer of that detachment, I desii'e to exculpate 
my own regiment from any participation in the atrocious 

on that subject. Tile ontrnges to which you have apedfienily referred Ijecame 
ktJOwn to me aoon after Iheir occurrence, and I can assure you that neilher your- 
self nor the president of the republic could have felt deeper regret than myself on 
lliosa oecasions. Every means in my power, within the operation of our lows, 
were employed, but in moat cases in vain, to ideiiliiy and punish the delinquents. 
I can not BuppoBB you so badly informed as to believe that such atrocities were 
committed nilh my connivance or consent ; or thct they furnish a fair example of 
the mode in which the war has been condneled in this part of Meiiico. They were 
in truth unfortunate esceptiona, caused by circumstances beyond my control. It ia 
proper to inform you that, from tho moment the American army first entered the 
territory of Mexico, it iiaa suelained losses of individual officers nud soldiers, who 
hove been murdered by Mexicans, sometimes almost within sight of its own camp. 
I do not recall these ftcls for the purpose of jnsaiyirg, in any degree, the prncllce 
of retaliation ; for my government is at nny rate " civilked enough " to draw the 
distinction between the lowest acts of individuals and the RPiiero! policy which 
governs the operations of an army ; but you have chosen to institute a comparison 
between our respective governments in their mode of waging war, which can not 
pass tinnolioed. In this connection let it be remembered that Mexicati troops hava 
given to the world the example of killing wounded men upon the field of battle." 
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deed ; whicli future historians, io the absence of all evidence 
to the contrary, might perhaps charge to the entire escort. 
Let the perpetrators, whoever they may be, vindicate their 
own conduct. The Eaugers denied plumply having been con- 
cerned in it ; but of that, the reader can now judge as well 
as myself. General Taylor made every effort to discover the 
offenders, but without euccess, — the Mexican witnesses fail- 
ing to come forward to identify them ; being afraid tliat they 
might incur a similar fate. The whole fnitli of the case ■will 
probably remain looted up in the cells of flinty and guilty 
hearts, until that day when the ouiniBcient God who witnessed 
it, " shall come wifch righteousness to judge the world and 
the people with equity." 
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CHAPTEK XI. 

CoSDiTioN of Goncral Taylor's army after the battle of Buena Vigtn.— Trail quilitj- 
realo red. —Courts esliiblished. — GlancB at Genera! Sratt'a campaign. — The liome- 



WiTH the battle of Bnena Yista, and the guerilla affairs 
already described, the campaign in Korthera Mexico may be 
eaid to have closed. The attention and power of the enemy 
were concentrated on General Scott's army, and the defense 
of their now seriously threatened capital. Active operations 
were necessarily suspended by General Taylor, in conse- 
quence of the nearly approaching expiration of the term of 
Bervice for -which the old volunteers had been enrolled. The 
new levies, destined for the northern line were late to arrive ; 
and neither their numbers nor discipline would justify the 
immediate execution of any hazardous forward movements. 
A march to San Luis de Potoai, it was thooght, too, wonld 
be attended with peculiar difficulties, chiefly from the absence 
of water. In that barren region which intervened, Santa 
Anna had lost the greater part of his array, made up of men 
accustomed to all the fatigues and privations of the country. 
Many of our new troops were already suffering much from 
disease, and the unusual hardships they had been compelled 
to endure. The Virginia regiment appeared sadly worn and 
reduced in health on reaching Monterey. The new Missis- 
sippi (2d) regiment, M'as almost immediately wasted to two- 
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thii'ds its oi'iginal Btrengtk by the small-pox. The North 
Carolina and Massachusetts troops were in rather hetter 
plight ; but still the force waa entirely inadecLuate to the 
enterprise of penetrating to the heart of the repuhlic, even 
if it had heen in condition to encounter the melting suns 
and incredible toils of the desert march. "No great number 
of the old volunteer's could be induced to re-enter the ser- 
vice until they had once more seen those homes to which 
amid all the various changes and chances of the war, their 
hearts had been fondly turned. 

In this condition of affairs, events began to stagnate north 
of the Sierra Madre ; and the eyes of both nations, so long 
fixed upon the fascinating drama whicli concluded amid 
shouts and tears at Euena Vista, were turned to the moro 
gorgeously appointed spectacle upon which the cui-tain way 
rising at Yera Oruz. Even the robbers, awed by the rapid 
and searching patrols of the few companies of Texan Eang- 
ers, again in the field, were perfectly quiescent ; and our 
trains were permitted to pass unmolested with even smaller 
escoi-ts than at any previous time. Such protection was 
given to the conquered States as they had never before en- 
joyed, and the people returning oveiywhoro to their homes, 
embarked in their various pureuits with a prospect of greater 
rewards than they had derived under their own rulers. There 
is no Sack of the material for genera! comfort and prosperity 
in Mexico. The mere assurance that property will be 
secure from the rapacity of ofiicials and the numerous pro- 
fessed banditti, would of itself give a great impulse to the 
countiy. The protection afforded by our military occupation 
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of the Eepublic, had it continued a little longer, would have 
planted commerce and the useful arts upon her soil in a man- 
ner calculated to insure their growth. 

Up to the period of the withdrawal of the Mexican troops 
from the Northern States, the jus gladii had been the only 
authority acltnowledged and respected within their borders. 
In the clash of contending arms, the laws of the country (at 
all times speaking in a feeble tone and often to the perversion 
of justice) had remained pei-fectly silent. General Taylor's 
dictum settled many disputes, and the enemy never had 
cause to complain of the prompt decrees and atirnip verdicts 
he often enunciated. From Palo Alto to Eaena Vista he 
had prohibited all wanton injuries to the Mexicans in person 
or property, and never failed to punish the perpetrators of 
them when detected. And indeed, as we hare before had 
occasion to remark, his scrupulous sense of justice and gener- 
ous leaning to the side of the vanquished, sometimes caused 
tlie scale of his own soldiers "to kick the beam," when the 
complaints of the natives were light and false. With the 
ill-fated "King Ilcory VI., General Taylor might truly have 
said— 

"I have not stopp'd mine ears to their demnmls, 

Mor posted oiF their Buita with slow delsye; 

My pity hiitli been bolm to heal tliair wonnde, 

My inildneea hatli allay Vi their sweUing p:tie&. 

My mercy dry'd Ihsir water^fiowing tears: 

I liave uot been deeiious ol Iheir wealth, 

Nor much oppresa'd them with great subsidies, 

Nor forward of revenge, thouEh ihey much err'd." 
Though fully authorized to levy contributions for the sup- 
port of his army, the only pecuniary burden he ever imposed 
upon the Mexican people, was a tax to indemnify his govern- 
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nient for the loss of the train near Eamaa on the 24th of Peb- 
rnary ; and even the collection of that was suspended, and 
its final decision made to depend on the future good conduct 
of the rancheroa. 

With the restoration of tranquility in the conquered States 
came the necessity for the establishment of tribunals for its 
preservation and the administration of justice. Unfortu- 
nately for the Mexicans, the American government did not 
think proper to bless the States of Tamaulipas, New Leon 
and Coalmila with such permanent governments as it had 
bestowed upon New Mexico and California. That work, in 
the rapid march of events on this continent, it will be called 
upon to perform at no distant day, to the great benefit of Lib- 
erty and Christianity. Our armies, however, assumed tem- 
porarily supreme civil as well as military jurisdiction ; and 
boards of oflJcei-a—" courts of military commission "—were 
oiganized for the adjudication of all eases, not falling within 
the cognizance of co\ivte-mai'tial. By these all disputes be- 
tween Americans and Mexicans were adjusted. Their juris- 
diction extended to the whole catalogue of crime, and the 
punishments were awarded in accordance with the laws of 
the particular State which the officers composing the court 
happened to represent. The citadel at Monterey was con- 
verted into a quasi-ponitentiary, and scarcely a day passed 
after the establishment of the "commission" at Monterey, 
in which some chevalier d'industne was not sentenced to 
hard beans and labor at the fort. That court was organized 
soon after our return from Caraargo, and I can safely affirm 
that, duriui^ the two months in which I was familiar with its 
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proceedings, a patient hearing was given to every pai-ty 
interested; and jnstice administered withont fear or favor. 
As might be supposed, there were many cases on its docket 
between Mexicans and Tesans. The latter too, were gener- 
ally if not always the defendants; and their answers to the 
eoraplainte (the pleadings were oral) almost invariable began, 
continued and ended with the Alamo, or Goliad or Mier ; 
and wrongs or injuries long since suffered thus attempted to 
be set up in justification of present conduct. 

The great Tyeauty of these military tribunals was in the 
promptness with which they dispatched business. In this 
respect they were model courts. There were no ridiculous 
or barbarous forms of pleading to dodge an issue or raise a 
false one; no learned counsel with heads full of sesquipeda- 
lia verla and bags full of precedents to obstruct or turn away 
the stream of justice. Hence there was at least, none of 
that tedious, heart-breaking and mind-destroying litigation 
against which Dickens has recently turned his powerful 
pen. Certes, but our court at Monterey would have deci- 
ded even tlie tough case of " Jarndyce and Jai'odyce" at a 
single sitting. 

About the middle of April an account of the fall of Vera 
Oruz reached Monterey ; and about a month later news was 
received of the wonderful battle of Ccrro Gorda. The first 
reports of both came from Mexican tongues and the facts 
were greatly misrepresented. They acknowledged however 
to a shameful defeat at CeiTO Gorda, and stated that Generals 
Scott and Santa Anna were both killed. The arrival of our 
own couriers from the coast with autlientlc reports, "was fol- 



H..i,. ,Coti<^lc 



scott's campaign. 333 

lowed by official announcemente of the victories, by ealutes 
and rejoicings in which every American heartily united. 
The exploits of General Scott's army, rivaling upon the same 
theater those of Oortes, even when viewed through the clear 
medium of the present, before Time has thrown its magnify- 
ing mist around them, seem more like the highly-colored 
pietures of romance than the sober truths of history. The 
nineteenth eentuiy, so fruitful of great and remarkable events, 
furnishes few more striking to the imagination than the second 
conquest of Mexico. What American can contemplate that 
campaign without ieeling his heart swell and glow within 
him! Commenced with a force of ten thousand men, wbo, 
after pouring out their blood as freely as the clouds drop rain, 
upon the thirsty eands of the coast, the rough slopes of tho 
mountains, the fertile valley of the capital ; after warring 
against every tmpropitious circumstance, finally succeeded in 
capturing a city of two hundred thousand people, splendidly 
fortified, and prostrating the last standai-d the enemy dared 
spread to the breeze, on the very spot where, more than five 
centuries ago, its device of " \he eagle, serpent and cactus " 
liad originated.* 

* The city of Mexico was ibunded in Uie year 1335, by one of those migratory 
tribes of nborigines which entered the valley from the remole regions of the North. 
Preacott givee the following account of the bumble beginnings ol tJiis splendid 
capital. — 

" Atler a series of wanderings and adventures, which do not shrink from a com- 
parison with the most eslravBgimt legends of the heroic ages of antiquity, the 
Azteoa at lengih halted on the south-western borders of the principal lake, in the 
year 1^5. They there beheld, perched on the stem of a prickly-pear, which ahot 
out from the crevice of a rock that was washed by the waves, a royal eiigle of en- 
Iraotdinory size and beauty, with a serpent in his talons, and liis broad wings 
opened to tho rising sun. They hailed the auspicious omen, announced by the 
orada, as indicating the site of their future cily, and laid its luundalion by sinking 
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